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A playful illustration: "I know Mordechai was right, but
about Haman, nobody knows." Can you make Purim on
that basis? Yes, you can. But are you sure you're on
Mordechai's side and not Haman's? The point: one
should remain in the zone of uncertainty rather than

fleeing to premature comfort

3b. The Epistemological Principle

When you are completely sure, you don't discover
anything. Only those who don't yet know everything —
who remain in uncertainty — can find anything new.
.Certainty is the enemy of learning

The Practical Problem: Learning Sefarim That .4
Never Admit Questions

4a. The Difficulty

Because no gadol admits to having a kashya — they all
start from the answer — it is very hard to learn their
sefarim properly. Even young bochurim absorb this
style: they begin discussing emunah topics with total
certainty, having learned no other approach from the
tradition's literature

4b. The Rejection of Mere Cynicism

Mere criticism ("stam kritik") — simply noting that
someone else is too certain while you are not — leads

nowhere and is itself something requiring teshuvah.
.Cynicism is not a method

The Real Solution: Reading Between the Lines .5

5a. The Secret

The authors of these sefarim were not actually so
certain. Some were, but the ones worth learning from —
the ones who had something real to say — had genuine
questions. They simply adopted the conventional style of
.certainty when writing

5b. The Hermeneutic Key (attributed to "Rebbe Lipa
z"1")

One must learn to read between the lines: what the
author doesn't say and how he says it are themselves
significant data. The sharper and more forcefully
someone asserts something, the bigger the underlying
question must be. Forceful assertion is essentially a new
format for presenting kashyos — if something were truly
.obvious, there would be no need to shout about it

5¢. Understanding How a Chacham Works

With a bit of "manos chochma" (understanding how a
wise person operates), one can detect where something
bothered the author. You don't need to believe things
that aren't written — you need to understand the
.ntellectual process behind the writing

Mwwsn 2o |

Argument Flow Summary: The Chazon Ish's
Question on Middos, the Unity of Virtue, and the
Problem of Bitachon

Opening: The Chazon Ish and Socrates Arrive at .1
the Same Question

Today's class concerns a question raised by the Chazon
Ish — a question that is actually very old, possibly going
back to Socrates. The fact that the Chazon Ish
independently arrived at the same question as Socrates
is itself significant evidence: anyone who thinks deeply
enough about these matters arrives at the same
.fundamental problems

The Culture of False Certainty in Jewish .2
Thought ("Minhag R' Yisroel")

2a. The Core Observation

There is a pervasive cultural norm ("minhag") in Jewish
intellectual life: when discussing matters of hashkafa
(worldview), machshava (thought), emunah (faith), and
da'as (knowledge), people speak with extreme
confidence, dogmatism, and certainty. Anyone who
disagrees is branded a heretic or outcast. This is simply
"the minhag" — it doesn't mean anything substantive;
.it's just how people talk

2b. The Contrast with Halacha

In halachic learning, people are comfortable saying "I
have a question,” "I don't understand the
Mishnah/Gemara." But in matters of faith and
philosophy, the universal custom is to speak with insane
.certainty — no one admits to having questions

2¢. The Irony

The same person who in a learning session
acknowledges he hasn't solved a problem will, when
giving a shalosh seudos drasha or writing a chassidish
.sefer, suddenly adopt a posture of absolute knowledge

Why Audiences Prefer [Side Digression] .3
Certainty — and Why That's Dangerous

Audiences don't like being left with unresolved
questions — it makes them uncomfortable. The job of a
darshan is typically to make people feel comfortable. But
the opposite approach is taken here: the goal is to make
people uncomfortable, because one must learn to live in
the discomfort of not-knowing — that is where discovery
.happens

3a. The Purim Illustration
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questions. He writes with unusual, sharp clarity — in
Gemara and even in Aggadah. His questions are always
good; whenever he raises a point, it hits the mark. His
terutzim (answers) sometimes veer into declarations of
emunah that seem to dodge the question, but the
starting point — the question itself — is always
devastatingly precise. These are the kinds of points a
person only arrives at through independent thinking,

.not through merely repeating received tradition

The Chazon Ish's Challenge to the Chassidic .10
Concept of Bitachon

The famous passage from Chapter 2 of the Chazon Ish's
*Emunah U'Bitachon* serves as a prime illustration of
.his method

10a. The Chassidic Position

The Chassidim" (and the broader popular culture)”
define bitachon (trust in God) as: "Everything will
always turn out good." When there is uncertainty about
an outcome, bitachon means believing the outcome will
.be positive

10b. The Chazon Ish's Devastating Question

The Chazon Ish asks with brutal simplicity: "Based on
what are you saying this?" Are you a prophet? Do you
have ruach hakodesh? Even a prophet's positive
prediction is subject to the caveat "shema yigrom
ha'chet" (perhaps sin will cause it not to happen) —
there's a machlokes among commentators on the
Rambam about this. You say bitachon is based on
believing God does everything? Fine — God does bad
things too. You say nothing is truly bad? When "bad" is
said here, something real is meant — God can genuinely
.cause pain. Sometimes He does, sometimes He doesn't
10c. The Empirical Problem

Most people who have bitachon they'll survive their
cancer — don't survive. Not just most — all people die
eventually, and death comes after suffering. Even a
Rebbe who lived long won't live forever. "How long?
Make a bet." Something is fundamentally wrong with
.the claim that bitachon guarantees good outcomes

10d. The Failure of All Proposed Answers

Both Chassidic and Litvishe traditions have produced
enormous amounts of Torah trying to define what
bitachon really means "from here to Azazel."
Chassidic torahs have their versions, Litvishe torahs
have theirs ("you have to be on the right madreiga,”
etc.). In practice, none of them answer the question.
They don't even have the courage to state the question
.as starkly as it deserves

10e. The Chazon Ish's Remarkable Method

A striking feature: in the entire chapter of *Emunah
U'Bitachon®, the Chazon Ish does not cite a single
pasuk, a single ma'amar Chazal, nothing. He
occasionally quotes a Rambam, but these are essentially
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The Lubavitcher Maamar Illustration .6

A Lubavitcher chassid noted that every Lubavitcher
maamar begins with the same kashya: Why did the
neshama descend into a body? It was better off in the
upper world, basking in the Shechinah's radiance — why
come down to suffer? The Baal HaTanya offers multiple
.answers to this question

6a. The Chofetz Chaim's Observation

The Chofetz Chaim asked: if the question was already
answered last week, why does the Rebbe repeat it next
week? Because the question was never truly resolved.
The answer that makes you think the question is settled
means you haven't yet understood. One must immerse
oneself in the kashya. Even if the teirutz is good, the
kashya is also true. If you don't grasp the question, you
haven't understood anything — you've only grasped the
.conclusion

The Moreh Nevuchim Debate .7

~7a. The Common View

Some say one shouldn't learn Moreh Nevuchim in order
(sequentially), because it presents questions alongside
answers. A certain tzaddik suggested starting from the
answers. Some propose a "censored” Moreh Nevuchim
.that removes the problems and presents only solutions
~b. The Counter-Position

The exact opposite is correct: one must learn sefarim
that present only answers and extract the questions
from them. Without questions, there is no
understanding. You don't become a Torah person by
.starting from conclusions

A Taxonomy of Authors .8

8a. The Brilliant Writers

Some authors are such skilled writers that their Torah
reads as if no question ever existed — as if they received
a revelation from heaven that simply resolves
everything. One could read them and never suspect a
difficulty

8b. The Less Polished Writers

Other tzaddikim, being weaker writers or more
transparent thinkers, allow the reader to see the seams
— to detect that there was indeed a kashya. Their Torah
isn't as "beautiful,” but it is more epistemically honest or
.at least more legible in its intellectual process

The Chazon Ish: A Writer Whose Questions Are .9

Visible
R' Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, the Chazon Ish, belongs to
the second category — one of those thinkers in whom, if
you read carefully, you can detect the underlying
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Socrates was being intellectually provocative rather than
.sincere

12c. Assessment

Socrates had a good svara (logical argument) and
pushed it to its absolute limit. But something is still
missing — there's another side to consider.
Nevertheless, Socrates' great virtue was making the
problem undeniably clear — "he hammers it into your
head" and forces you to think. Either come up with a
whole new theory, or recognize that something strange
.and important is going on here

Transition: The Chazon Ish's Critique of the .13
Mussar Movement

The main topic of the class is actually a different but
related example from the Chazon Ish — not quite as
clear-cut as the bitachon example, but following the
same pattern of sharp questioning. In Chapter 4 of
*Emunah U'Bitachon*, the Chazon Ish challenges the
Baalei Mussar (the Mussar movement). This will serve
as a hakdamah (introduction) to the section of Rambam
.currently being studied in the class

13a. The Mussar Movement's Framework: Toras
HaMidos

The concept of Toras HaMidos (the doctrine/science of
character traits) involves studying lists of midos — as
found in Rambam's Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, Hilchos
De'os, Shemoneh Perakim, etc. The Baalei Mussar
("Chachmei HaYir'ah" — "the sages of fear/piety,” a
term the Mussar masters loved) took this Toras
HaMidos and made it into a special, distinct department
of religious life. They divided the work of becoming a
complete person (shleimus ha'avodah, perfection in
serving God) into categories based on these character
raits

The Rambam has a long list — nine middos in his
enumeration. There are other parts too — both in the
Mussar tradition and in the Rambam — but the very fact
that middos was carved out as its own separate category

.already raises a question

The First Kashya: What Makes "Middos" a .14
?Distinct Category

The first fundamental question: What exactly is this
thing called "middos" that is separate and distinct from
other dimensions of human perfection — such as using
the intellect (seichel) or performing correct actions
?(ma'asim)

The Chazon Ish grasped that there is a real problem here
— one that the Baalei Mussar themselves did not fully
grasp. The Mussar writers talk about middos as if
everything is "one big kugel" (one undifferentiated
mass), whereas the Chazon Ish saw clearly that
something requires explanation: Where does the idea
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self-quotations — he's quoting what he himself thinks.
This is telling: if there were a pasuk that answered the
question, he would have cited it. The absence of sources
demonstrates that no simple textual answer exists. The
problem is stronger than any pasuk, stronger than all
pesukim combined. It is a basic, fundamental problem

.that cannot be pushed away

10f. [Side Anecdote] The Chassid Who Went to Meron
A Chassidic Jew agonized for weeks over this question,
traveled to R' Shimon bar Yochai's tomb in Meron
hoping for understanding, and finally came back with an
answer. The answer doesn't make a drop of sense — just
words strung together that jumped away from the
problem. Perhaps a giluy Eliyahu, sarcastically speaking
— the answer can't even be relayed because it's
incoherent. This person actually asks good questions but
always jumps away from them. Still, even asking is a

.great virtue (ma'alah)

The "Negios" Trick — [Side Digression] .11
Dismissing Arguments by Pointing to Personal
Circumstances

A common modern trick used to stop thinking: when
someone raises a problem (like the bitachon question),
people dismiss it by pointing to the questioner's
.personal circumstances (negios — biases)

The Chazon Ish had a miserable life — no children,
poverty, suffering until death. People say: "Of course
*he* would question bitachon — look at his life!" This is
rejected: even if his personal experience contributed to
his questioning, that doesn't invalidate the question. If a
wealthy person with an easy life affirms bitachon, that
just shows that person is deluding himself. The Chazon
Ish isn't saying things always go badly — that would also
be wrong. Maybe things usually go well. But the
foundational claim — where does the principle come

from? — remains unanswered

This is the negios trick: attributing someone's
philosophical position to their personal situation in
.order to avoid engaging with the argument itself

The Socrates Parallel — Pushing a Point to Its .12
Limit

12a. Socrates' Claim

Socrates argued that a person who does good is always
happy, regardless of external circumstances — even the
worst suffering. The only thing that can make a person
.unhappy is being bad/evil

12b. Aristotle's Critique

Aristotle responded that people only say such things
when they're arguing a thesis (hypothesis) — when
they're trying to prove a point in debate. Nobody
actually believes this in real life. Aristotle implies
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this is problematic. Because being a good person is
.fundamentally one thing, not many things

The Core Philosophical Question: What Unifies .18
?""Good

What makes all these individual traits into parts of being
a good person? If a good person is someone with a long
list of corrected traits — anger, desire, honor, etc. —
then what is "a good person” *beyond* that list? Is "good
person" merely a shorthand for listing all those things at
once? Or is there something substantive that the term
"good person" refers to, which is prior to and
?independent of the individual traits

What makes the correct handling of anger *good*?
There must be some concept of "good for a person" that
exists prior to the specific topic of anger. The goodness
is not *in* the individual trait — it comes from

.somewhere else

[Side Observation on Hebrew Vocabulary]

A linguistic curiosity: in Lashon HaKodesh (Hebrew),
there are good words for all the bad middos but not for
the good ones — i.e., there are specific terms for anger,
pride, lust, vengefulness, etc., but the positive
.counterparts lack equally precise terminology

The Courage Argument — Middos as Morally .19
Neutral Tools
An extended argument using courage as a test case
demonstrates that individual middos cannot be
.inherently good

19a. The 9/11 Example

The person who flew into the Twin Towers on
September 11th had courage — he flew straight into a
building. He was also a murderer and many other
.things, but he undeniably had courage

Was his courage a good thing or a bad thing? A bad
thing. It would have been better if he had been a coward.
He was a worse person with courage, not a better one.
Any normal human being must answer this way. We
have become habituated to thinking courage is
.inherently good, but it is not inherently good

19b. The "Idealist" Reframing

A modern rhetorical move: people today don't even call
it courage anymore — they call it "being an idealist" or

say "at least he has an ideology," "at least he is moser
".nefesh (self-sacrificing) for what he believes in

Is it good to sacrifice yourself for what you believe in? It
depends on what you believe in. If there is such a thing
as objective good, then flying into the Twin Towers is
not good — not for the victims and not for the
perpetrator himself. With that act, he goes straight to
Gehinnom; it damages his own neshamah. It is only
"good" if you believe there is no such thing as objective
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come from that there is a special, dedicated chapter in
wisdom devoted specifically to "middos"? What does
?that even mean

The Rambam wrote three chapters to address it — what
is this one part dealing with middos tovos? How is it
different from mitzvos? (One could say many mitzvos
deal with the same things.) How is it different from
seichel? It is different — but the Chazon Ish didn't know
the precise answer, partly because he hadn't studied

Jewish intellectual history in that way

The Second Kashya: Why Are Middos .15
?Subdivided into a List
Not only did the Chachmei HaNefesh/Chachmei

HaYirah create a special category called "middos," they
further subdivided middos into a list of individual traits
— anger (ka'as), pride (gaavah), desire (ta'avah), love of
honor (ahavas hakavod), vengefulness (nekamah),

.stinginess (tzarus ayin), and so on

Some discrepancies with the Rambam's own list exist —
e.g., ahavas hanitzachon (love of
victory/competitiveness) is not in the Rambam's list;
nekamah appears in the Rambam but not in the

.expected place

The Problem of Habitual Thinking (Hergel .16
HaMachshavah)

The Chazon Ish identifies hergel (habit) as the greatest
problem — specifically hergel hamachshavah (habitual
thinking), not habitual action. Because people talk so
much about "midas haka'as" (the trait of anger),
everyone becomes certain that such a thing as "midas
.haka'as" actually exists as a discrete entity

The provocative claim: there is no such thing as "midas
haka'as." No one has ever actually *seen* "midas
haka'as." What one sees is people getting agitated — but
the reification of this into a distinct "trait" is a concept,
not an observation. Through constant repetition, it
becomes fixed in the heart (nikba balev) as if it were

.real

The Deeper Problem: Is Human Perfection .17
?Made of Separate Parts

The habitual thinking leads to a further problematic
assumption: that a perfect person (adam hashalem) is
someone who possesses all the good middos — the
correct version of anger, the correct version of desire,
the correct version of honor-seeking, etc. This makes
being a good person into a collection of many separate
things — as if shleimus (perfection) has separate limbs
.("ba'alas eivarim nifradim")

Anyone who has learned even Chapter 1 of the Rambam
(in Shemoneh Perakim or Hilchos De'os) already knows
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that perfection consists of separate forms." The
Rambam's point is that this way of thinking is actually
weird — we are so accustomed to it that we don't notice
its strangeness. We habitually speak of individual
virtues as standalone goods, and the Rambam is flagging

.this as a problem born of unexamined habit

Why Did We Stop Saying [Side Digression] .21
?""Courage'" and Start Saying "Idealist

For thousands of years, people spoke about the midah of
courage. At some point, the language shifted — instead
of "courage," people began praising someone as an
"idealist" — someone who "stands by his opinion." But
this is essentially stubbornness (akshanus) — which is
traditionally considered a bad midah! The rebranding as
."idealism" obscures this

The modern concept of the "idealist" carries
connotations of altruism and non-selfishness — the idea
that the person acts for something beyond themselves.
This is a distinctly modern idea, and something

.suspicious/revealing is going on in this linguistic shift

The Contradiction of Empathy and Lashon .22
Hara — Virtues in Conflict

A powerful concrete example of the problem: empathy.
Being empathetic — listening to people, believing them,
feeling their pain — is praised as a good midah. But the
very same trait makes a person a mekabel lashon hara
(one who accepts slander). The person who is
wonderfully empathetic and listens to everyone's
troubles is, by the same token, the person who readily
.absorbs gossip and slander about others

Just yesterday someone told a story about exactly such a
person — someone who is wonderful at letting people
cry out their troubles, but who equally enjoys hearing
negative reports about others. It is the same midah

.operating in both cases

This creates a genuine contradiction: it is good to be
empathetic, and it is bad to accept lashon hara.
Goodness can be against goodness. The only way to
dissolve this contradiction is to deny that there is such a
thing as intrinsic "good"” in a midah — to reduce
everything to tools. But then we are no longer talking

.about middos at all — just about tools

The "Isolation" Objection and the Anti-Socratic .23

Temptation
An anticipated objection: everything looks problematic
when you isolate it. Someone might argue: "Of course
courage doesn't make sense in isolation — nothing does.
So stop isolating things." Consider the example: "Is it
good to be a good person when you're dead?" — even
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good and everyone should just do what feels right to
.them

19c¢. Courage as a Tool, Not a Virtue

Courage is a tool. The attacker had a certain capability
that others lack — the ability to sit in that plane and fly it
into a building. But this is exactly analogous to the skill
of flying a plane — it is a craft (melachah), a profession
.(fach), not a moral quality

Tools are morally neutral. Nobody says that the ability
to drive a plane is a "middah tovah" — it's a skill.
Similarly, courage by itself is just a tool — a capacity that

.can be used for good or evil

:The sharp distinction

Tools/skills = morally neutral capacities (like -
operating a drill — you can use it to fix something or to
harm someone)

Middos tovos (as traditionally conceived) = -
supposed to be parts of being a good human

If courage is merely a tool, then it is not a middah tovah
at all in the morally meaningful sense. The person has a
.yecholes (capability), not a virtue

Courage vs. a Tool — The Key Distinction .20
Refined

But the "tool-only" view is also inadequate. A pilot's
ability to fly a plane — and even to sit calmly in a plane
— is a skill (melachah), not a moral virtue. Nobody says
that knowing how to fly a plane makes you a good
person. It's useful, it can be employed for mitzvos or
good purposes, but it is not a character trait in the moral
.sense

When we speak of courage, however, we mean
something different. We speak of it as something that
makes a person *better as a person* — not merely more
effective at achieving goals. Courage is not "purely
instrumental” the way a tool is. It is praised as a quality
.of the person himself, a moral excellence

20a. The Problem: Courage Without Wisdom Is Not a
Virtue

If courage is a virtue in itself, it should be good
regardless of context. But courage exercised without
wisdom — courage for foolish things — is not the virtue
of courage. It may be the same trait/tendency
(techunas), but it is not the middah tovah (moral virtue).
Someone who is brave in pursuit of evil or stupidity has
.the characteristic but not the virtue

This means: the midah (virtue) by itself is nothing — it
only becomes a virtue when properly directed. And yet
we speak of it as if it were a standalone good. This is the
.core tension

"20b. The Rambam's Observation: "Meirob HaHergel

The Rambam states that "from much habituation
(meirob hahergel), it became fixed in the hearts of many
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The view that virtues like courage are morally neutral in
themselves — good when used for good, bad when used
for bad, purely "actional" rather than directional —
actually destroys courage even as a tool, not just as a
virtue. Why? Because courage inherently means acting
in the face of danger or doubt for the correct reasons,
under correct conditions. Without that directionality, it
isn't courage at all — "my stone also has courage; it falls
into the abyss." A stone's indifference to danger is not

courage. The "for" is built into the very definition of the
.midah

You Cannot Train Virtues as Pure Tools — The .27
Motivation Example

Virtues cannot actually be trained as mere tools,
stripped of their reasons/goals. Motivation serves as a
:key example

A person goes to a therapist saying he lacks motivation -
(e.g., to get up and go to work). The therapist tries to
".give him "motivation techniques

This doesn't work for anyone with "a functioning soul." -
Human motivation means: "I believe this is a good thing
.to do." That's how it works

You *can* convince someone through persuasion (even -
demagoguery) that something is worth doing — e.g., it's
a mitzvah to support your family, or the company is
saving the world. Then they'll come. But motivation
without a "for" — without a goal or belief — simply

.doesn't function

Therapists and Coaches [Side Digression]

Even a coach teaching manipulation ("How to Win
Friends and Influence People") still relies on a "for" —
it's just an evil one (e.g., "pretend to be friendly because
you'll make money"). The coach assumes you *already
want* money. Without any pre-existing goal, you can't
.be taught even bad techniques

The Hammer Analogy — True Tools vs. Human .28
Virtues

A hammer is a genuine tool: it is shaped to hammer
nails without needing to "know" what a nail is. It has no
directedness (kavvanah). A human shapes it externally
.for a purpose

But anything involving the human soul — what the
Rambam calls the nefesh ha'maskeles (rational soul) —
cannot be trained without a view of the goal. Human
virtues and vices have a form that is inherently about
*what they are for*. Technique exists and is transferable,
but the midah itself (e.g., motivation) is not reducible to

.technique

[Personal Aside]

An admission: "I'm a funny person — I cannot be
motivated toward things I don't believe in." But the
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"being a good person” breaks down when isolated from
.context

This dismissal is firmly rejected as an "anti-thinking"
move — a pattern-matching reflex that says "whenever
you isolate something it doesn't make sense, so stop
doing it." This is the "big anti-Socratic thing": the
impulse to abandon philosophical analysis because it
produces uncomfortable results. In reality, you make a
lot of progress by doing exactly this kind of isolation and

.analysis

How Humans Live with Contradictions — The .24
Ilusion of Consistency

A broader observation about human psychology and
self-deception: people are not confused in the sense of
being paralyzed by contradictions. Rather, people are
extremely skilled at jumping between two opposite
positions — even within the same sentence — without
ever holding both thoughts simultaneously. This is why
they believe they are consistent when they are not. It is
not hypocrisy in the deliberate sense; it is simply how
.humans fail to think

The goal of philosophical inquiry is to force people to
hold both contradictory thoughts at the same time — to
actually confront the tension rather than oscillating

.between the two sides

Example applied: Everyone says courage is a good
thing. Everyone also agrees that courage without proper
direction is not good. People say both of these things,
even in the same breath, and pretend this answers the
question — but it doesn't. They praise someone for
"having courage" without specifying courage *in what*,
and then separately acknowledge that undirected
courage isn't a virtue. These are contradictory, and

.merely stating both sides is not a resolution

Why Courage Is Not Just a Tool — You Can't .25
Learn It Like One

The claim that courage is "just a tool" is a bad solution
that many people implicitly hold. You cannot learn
courage the same way you learn a skill/tool — or at least
not entirely. This asymmetry in how courage is acquired
versus how skills are acquired is evidence that courage is
.not merely instrumental

A question for therapists: Is there a therapy for courage
that is independent of what the courage is about?
Skepticism is warranted: "Therapists pretend that they
do things like this all the time. I don't think it's true.

".People are not like that

The "Tool-Only" View Collapses the Concept .26
Entirely
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virtues collapse into a unified concept of the good. This
.is noted approvingly as a parallel, not as a criticism

Critique of the "One Midah Per Month" Mussar .31
Approach

A story (from the lecturer's father) illustrates the
traditional mussar school method: working on one trait
per month — one month courage, the next lashon hara,
the next ta'avah (desire), etc. The absurd result: during
the "courage month," someone tells lashon hara and it's
permitted because "we're not working on that this
month"; during the lashon hara month, an opportunity
for courage arises and is dismissed as "not my topic this
".month

This is exactly what the Chazon Ish mocks. His position:
"What does it mean to 'work on a midah'? Work on
being a mentsch (a rational human being), and all the
good traits will follow automatically.” You don't work on
individual traits — you work on living by seichel
(reason/intellect) rather than by natural inclination.

.Seichel includes everything

The Impossibility of Being "Half Good" — No .32
Partial Virtue

The Chazon Ish's principle: "Perfection cannot exist in
halves" (lo titachen shleimus zulas chatza'in). You are
either a ta'avos (appetite-driven) person or a seichel
(reason-driven) person — you cannot be both
simultaneously. It makes no sense to say "I've conquered
gluttony but not anger" as if these are separate,
independent projects. You're either governed by reason
.or you're not

Ilustration of the Absurdity

Imagine someone says "I've worked on my desire for
eating but not drinking." That's funny — the same
faculty (rational self-control) would govern both. If you
truly had seichel governing your life, it would apply to
.everything, not selectively

The Resolution: Natural Traits vs. True Virtues .33
— A Critical Distinction

The obvious objection: we clearly see people who are
good in some traits and bad in others! The Chazon Ish's
:resolution introduces a crucial distinction

Natural traits (midos natural/neti'os tiv'iyos): -
People are born with different natural dispositions. One
person naturally has less appetite but more anger;
another the reverse. These are not moral achievements
— they are mere natural endowments, tools/properties

.(eigenschaft), not true virtues

True virtue (midah tovah that is a REAL midah -
tovah): Only the person who has "or ha-seichel" (the
light of reason) — the one genuine good quality of
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suspicion is that people who *do* get motivated by
motivational speakers already believed in the goal and
" just needed "a little push

The Core Thesis Crystallizes: You Can't Talk .29
About Virtues Without Talking About a Good
Person

The overarching point stated explicitly: "We can't talk
about virtues without talking about a good person." We
are accustomed to treating these as separate discussions,
but when you try to push the two statements together —
(a) courage is a standalone trait, and (b) courage
requires moral direction — the contradiction becomes
apparent. Like a comic-book character who pretends to
be two people but is never seen in the same room at the
same time, we maintain contradictory positions by never
examining them simultaneously. When the philosopher
" forces them together, "our action starts to buckle

The Chazon Ish's Resolution — One Good .30
Midah, One Bad Midah

3o0a. The Single Bad Midah

B'shoresh" (at root), there is only one good midah and"
one bad midah. And really, only the good midah truly
exists. The "bad midah" is not a positive quality but
rather neglect (haznachah) — letting life run on its own
without effort, direction, or control ("nachlazn" — not
controlling, not directing). The single bad midah is
letting life proceed without any effort (bli kol
hishtadlus). Without working on oneself, a person will
.automatically acquire all the bad middos

3ob. The Single Good Midah

Correspondingly, the one good midah is: the absolute
agreement/commitment (haskamah muchletes) to let
the moral sentiment (regesh musari) govern the
appetitive sentiment (regesh ta'avani). The formulation
is perplexing — if both are "regesh" (sentiment/feeling),
what's the real distinction? The Chazon Ish may be
trapped in an awkward framework, but the next passage
states it better. The core idea: the moment a person has
this commitment, he is fighting all bad traits
.simultaneously, as one

3oc. Credit and Critique

The Chazon Ish deserves significant credit: "At least he
got out of one big confusion" — recognizing that you
can't have separate independent virtues without a
unifying framework. However, the assessment is: "I
don't think he's correct... this is assuming a little too
".much, or at least it's missing a lot

30d. Historical Note

The Chazon Ish's approach is "totally lifted from
Plato/Socrates, word for word" — specifically the
Socratic dialogues' method of showing that individual
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Aristotle's Critique of Socrates: "Knowing .37
"That" vs. "Knowing How

Aristotle's key distinction (Book 6, Chapter 12/13):
having intellectual understanding doesn't help you be
good, just as understanding what is healthy doesn't
make you healthy. A doctor who knows everything about
.health isn't necessarily healthy himself

Socrates conflated "knowing that" (propositional
knowledge — knowing that something is good) with
"knowing how" (practical knowledge — knowing how to
actually be good). Aristotle insists these are two
fundamentally different types of knowledge, not the

.same thing

Further Refinement — A Third Type of Knowledge
Beyond "knowing that" and "knowing how," there is yet
another dimension: knowing *whether* something is
the right application — a kind of practical wisdom about
correct judgment in context. "Knowing how" is still just
a tool or warm-up; true virtue requires this deeper

.evaluative knowledge

Aristotle's Partial Agreement with Socrates: .38
The Unity of Virtue — But Not Identity with Reason
Aristotle ultimately agrees with Socrates in one respect:
But .(>>w) there are no genuine virtues without reason
he disagrees that reason *is* all the virtues. Reason is

.necessary but not sufficient

Natural Virtue vs. True Virtue — Aristotle's Key .39
Distinction

:(nrvav m7n) "Aristotle's concept of "natural virtue

Some people (and even animals) are born with certain -
good-seeming traits — a naturally gentle temperament,
.etc ,(my1x) a cat's apparent modesty

These are not genuine virtues. They are called virtues -
.(>xwnn owa) only metaphorically/by borrowed name

A cat's "modesty" is not real modesty. It would only -
*be* modesty if a rational being performed the same
.action because reason dictated it

Similarly, a child or person born with naturally good -
temperamental dispositions does not truly possess good
character traits — only raw material or tools that could

.become virtues if guided by reason

The Critical Criterion for True Virtue
A trait becomes a genuine virtue only when it operates
determines ("wyn 73w) according to what practical reason
is correct. The definition of every virtue inherently
".includes the clause "as reason dictates

Resolution: Which Virtues Are Separable and .40
?Which Are Not
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rational self-governance — automatically has ALL good
traits

So when we observe someone who seems virtuous in one
area but not another, the Chazon Ish says: they aren't
actually virtuous at all. They simply have favorable
natural dispositions in certain areas. They haven't
conquered anything through reason. Their life is still
governed by natural inclinations — it just happens that
some of their natural inclinations are socially
acceptable. "You're not a good person at all! Not even a
little!" — because no seichel is directing your life

The Wicked Have No Good Traits — Only Natural
Ones

The upshot: wicked people (resha'im) don't have any
genuinely good traits; they only have natural traits that
happen to look good. And people naturally have
different levels of various inclinations, which explains
.the apparent variation

The Worked-On Trait [Side Digression] .34
Problem and the Mussar Paradox

A complication: what about someone who genuinely
worked on a trait — went to mussar, went to therapy,
overcame their tendency to violence? They've changed
through effort, not just nature. The traditional mussar
view says a person comes into the world to "break their
midos." But the Chazon Ish's framework creates a
tension: if you can only be wholly reason-governed or
wholly appetite-governed, how do you account for
?partial, effortful moral progress

This problem goes "all the way back to Plato" — it's the
?same ancient question: can virtue be partial

Socrates' Argument: There Cannot Be More .35
Than One Virtue

Socrates' central claim: there cannot be truly separate
good traits. A person is either good or bad — one cannot
be good in one way and bad in another. For Socrates,
"good" always means acting according to what reason
dictates. Therefore, no virtue can be defined (5>w)
without reference to reason. The logical conclusion:
there is really only one virtue — having/using reason
All seemingly distinct virtues collapse into this .(75w)
.single quality

The Chazon Ish Anticipated This — But .36
Recognized It's Insufficient

The Chazon Ish said something similar but understood
that this formulation alone is not enough. The critical
insight: using reason is not the same as having reason.
Knowing what is good does not automatically make one
.good
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:The inverse problem that still needs investigation

It's established that without reason, no trait is truly -
.good

.And that with genuine reason, one has all virtues -

But the opposite question remains: why isn't reason -
alone enough? What do good character traits *add* to
being a good person beyond understanding and knowing

?what to do

This is the Rambam's position (contra Socrates): -
reason is not sufficient by itself. Something more is
.needed — the actual cultivated dispositions

This question is identified as ready for investigation but
.deferred due to time constraints

[Closing] .43

The class ends having covered the extended
methodological introduction about reading between the
lines of Torah literature, the Chazon Ish's devastating
question about bitachon, and the main philosophical
argument about the unity of virtue — from the Chazon
Ish's critique of the Mussar movement's treatment of
middos as separate departments, through the
demonstration that individual traits (like courage)
cannot be inherently good, to the Aristotelian resolution
distinguishing natural traits (separable) from true
virtues (inseparable, unified through reason). The final
question — what virtues add beyond reason alone —
.remains open for future sessions
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This yields Aristotle's solution to the separability
:problem

Natural/temperamental traits CAN exist -
separately — a person can be born brave but not
temperate, generous but not modest. These are

.separable because they are not true virtues

True, reason-guided virtues CANNOT exist -
separately — if one possesses genuine practical
one necessarily has all the virtues. They ,(ny7) wisdom

.are unified through reason

possessor of genuine) nv7 72 A person who is a -
has all virtues (understanding/practical wisdom
simultaneously. A person operating from natural
temperament alone (like an animal or child) can have

.one trait without another

Application to the Rambam's Structure .41

In the early chapters (1—3 or so), the Rambam discusses
individual traits separately — which corresponds to
discussing them at the level of natural/temperamental
dispositions. Starting around Chapter 5, the Rambam
begins discussing all traits together — reflecting the shift
to true, reason-integrated virtue where they are unified.
This structural observation is noted, though a fully clear
of how the Rambam navigates between (y17°n) resolution
treating traits individually and treating them as unified
.is not yet available

The Remaining Open Question: Why Isn't .42
?Reason Alone Sufficient
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Y PN ,TIR QR IRD IR, VHYN T IND LR XD WOV JYNVA
.O°K DY DR 797 IRD 23 W LJ8AP Wn P02IR PR

Y ,W0IA IO R PR W LRANT VIVTIR IR JART PAKRY L0 007N
10011 .0 YT JWLIVA DR DIV Y ,TWVIVA VIR SLYDAY TROR LR
92PN PWPTR A7 VO ORT 1R 100N 200°7 ORT 377 Vo)
VORI L[V PWR IR WAYI DR T MO YTIRAWLRP 7] v pwb
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virtue, even as a tool it almost stops existing. Because
mean? What does mwpx let's think about it, what does
?courage mean? What does it mean

not thinking too much,] v>X 3°X17 LORWTT ,7°D1X TV VLI
.[just doing it

Acting in the face of danger, in the face of doubt,
whatever you want to call it, right? Let's say. Okay. And
what kind of dangers, what kind of doubts? All of them?
Any of them? Does the courage consist of something
that doesn't care about the any of those? That's not
L,NIRNN T PR PR UIRD W WITRIND TR VR 1O0W 10 ,courage
my stone also has courage, it] ?v>> ,wTTRIRP VW1 X OKXT
wrkaxp [?falls into the abyss, that's not courage, right
it's built ,[courage means that there is] X7 PR oy 18 Vo1
of courage, that it's for, for the correct 77n into the
X WWTIR .reasons, in the correct conditions, and so on
LW1 5922 INT VIV 11D LW R DTV WIWTIR ,WITRIRE TR LW
otherwise it's not courage, otherwise we don't talk]
.[about that thing at all

You Cannot Train Virtues as Pure Tools

Now, in the sense of a total tool, now, this is number
one, so when you say try to make it into a total tool you
Or another way of saying this would .77» lose even the
be that another proof, or something that I think is true
practically, is that you can't actually train it as a tool.
This is the question of teaching virtue, right? All the
therapists, all the courses in the world go around
claiming that they can teach you tools without the
.reasons for them

The Motivation Example

1TV PR DOVIRNND YRR LWITRIRP 11O PV QYT PR UINT WIAR P
ORT ,DIVTDIRP 11 JIRT FIWTIR 11D 17V 10 ,WTIRINP 1D 0w W
LUPI0M YARYT 07 PR DYDY JART PARY AR LINT Y2A9VT 0T 0wl IR
No, but there in that matter] ?>ypX ,wrIXIRp 199 LIVA 7 PR
of courage, okay, nowadays we don't talk about courage
anymore, we talk about other things like confidence,
that's not the same thing, but let's say something in the
[?same vicinity, in the area of courage, okay

JDTTRINP 1P LW 2RI PR VART W 1K VOPDRIWY R WX LR WOV R
TR 7Y D AR T 191N R PWTIRINP TP LW VORI O°K ART X
A person comes to a] ?X> .7y IR WIVNKT ¥ XM NI PN
therapist and he says I don't have courage. I say to him
you don't have courage? They call me up to the amud
[prayer leader's position] and I'm afraid to pray at the
aY 20K X PUT P20M DR LA VORI W7 WO [?amud. Yes
VW1 WA TIRT PR JIRT IR JINT YN DX OVOULPYID JAVA DR VX
So the therapist is going to explain to] ?v>>1 .ja87 XM
him what? He's going to give him practices and ways of
things and things and he shouldn't be afraid anymore.

[?Right
YPRY WP W 2MK L9790 YN "2 0 VORWIT ,TIVVDIWTIR DLYY NI
VW1 Y UK 7MY DX UMX W PN PR LTV JIND WIVNRT 0wl
Now] .01ymiaIR VoI > PR OXT 2077 .MWDD UK W ,WTTRINP
let's understand, just to be very clear, if he really can't

015°01 21710 | ANR 720 7R 7 W DRIPIDY WX TINN DLW

W OXID 9P NP YN ALORRWTT LY T3 WO R 7 :Instructor
TWNYI TV ,PPX DIWLIVO 07O KT TR VR APRMD TV DALV UUTRON
71¥ ,DIXT LY DAV 10 KT LAV 0”0 KT ADPIV WNYI T A0TOR

.DIVVDODIRP 17 LRT P07 ™1 0'UKT

SDIVVDIDIRY 11D YIIPIR 37 1IN0 B JAYD JWHIVR MR

YAOYT 07 VIRV JWLIVA TIRD W LML X PTI0 TR OXN PR OXRT
VW1 TR DY ,29% KT IR LIRDIMR AR DRD VT2 LIRT OF OXN ;72w
MIRAATT TROR X7 JWIVT OF POV U'NIRT DIVATH IR 0'0°KR ,°0PRD
A0 XT PR 077 LR .OVT I

LOWRI TN TX LW TN X TUARTTIX X NI LIVITR WY L PNRT T
SIRWPYORTR TR LIRT YO K PR WITRIRP IR VART WIOK W07 200
D'URT LURT D M7 WN LIRT YOW TP UWCI PR'D IR DY PN T
D'URT APTIVY™MD TIY DIWUIVO RN PR OTV0 W RT K7D VORWIT

ROWP T DIWOLIVIRD

2WnR JVIVT T IR ,OVT JAVN 77V 27 1IN IRT VO R PR OV TR JANRT 07
TIR LWTTRIRD DRIV ORI WOIVA R IR ,MPYDNT 01 1797 M7 ,Jw0Ivn
CIRT 0T PR WTTRIRP URTV URT W 0w 72R87 7

WTTRANRP "1 IRT RIX KT D@1 PR OV IR AWWINKR WTY° 197 0OV KT 1IN
20 "M 00 00 KT LY 71V .W0IVH YDA K NI TR DI .02 TR W IR
.0A°0 177 1IN LIND

DRT PO LRI 99D LOIRA LRT PIL KR .DIRWIPRO LIVIVDT IR WT
JRWIIRO JUIV0 R TIOD PR NWA YO 0T LRWP PR LRl 0T
D'LOR PH APLARD PV 1T RPN L0201 IRWIPRD TV R PR WOORN
UR2 L7210 X VORWIT PR WITRIRP VKT ,290VT30 IRD .91 X LORWIT

X1 00X

B R IND VWO R WITRIND ONMIND

VW1 OV WP R 9N 20w IR OV TR wn oo uren :Student
JRIRADLR D1 WIR D10 R T 0IWT 19 N AN 12987 1DNR VI

20K D'OXI IRD PR 0'URN WO 20K 0'vRN WO :Instructor

W DTN VIRD 20K IND "DYIYY R WT PR PWTIRIRP X WT PR
17 7 UKRT 7LD DLOYDYIVY LPIYV B'IIRT PR PLINAY O'LR VR
P79 BRI IR 790 .70 00K P10 B'NIRT MK .0V KT DR 02T MY 00

JORT

R TOR2 PIW VPRD IOIRT QYT LARIYA R LRI 2IPOY 0T 11O WINK
LR IIRT T 119 VITR TR 2IWWYA R ORI WIAR ,P7E IR

Virtues Cannot Be Trained as Pure Tools: The
Motivation Problem and the Unity of Character

The Collapse of the "Tool-Only" View of Courage
% TR ORI PP 210 R 09K ,OD0UPYTRY LW VR jvn

I'm saying that one of the solutions that people
sometimes have, I don't think this is a normal solution.
By the way, I don't think this is a normal solution. I
don't think most people think this. People talk about this
in different contexts about things like this. People
X oV ,[not good] ovn vwe1 sometimes say, okay, so there's
WITRIRP VYOI 9 YN ,013 OV PR DA IND OF LI 197 1Y ,00 KT
there is good, when you use it for] vav5w oy PR DVIVHW XD
oy ,[good it's good, when you use courage for bad it's bad
it's an actional] R0 9P LW PR OY ,IRT YOVIRIPR IR X
.[thing, it's not a thought

of] miwpx 1o [character trait] am» Okay, so firstly, the
stops existing in a certain sense. Not only as a [action
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doesn't work. For human beings are not the kind of
thing that have virtues as tools. They have a reason.
Motivation is a good example. Motivation works by a
person when it's for a good goal. The 'for' is built in, in

[.'the way people work. People work always with a 'for

"Even Evil Techniques Require a "For

By the way, the therapist or the coach that teaches you
how to be more efficient in manipulating people, or how
to win friends and influence people, he also has a for. It's
just an evil one. He's telling you, look, it's good to
pretend to be people's friends, because you're going to
make money. And he assumes that you already want to
make money. But if without that, imagine you wouldn't
have any interest in it, you wouldn't be able to be taught.
Being taught for a bad cause, maybe, or for a neutral
But if it's out of .[I don't know] vw»1 o1 PR — cause
learning this as] 77 19PRWIT ¥ X ,700 X L7 OXT WYL ,cause
.[a tool, to jump high

The Hammer Analogy: True Tools vs. Human
Virtues

By the way, no human activity is really entirely a tool,
right? [here we're ,> wvay 8 N9 Wwn LY X7 right? But
wn wp ovnRa X talking about a genuine tool, right?]
R DMK DT ¥R ORI ,IWART R OIR LI LIWH WH L WIWO0NR
IR D3RI R DRI JOOM ORT W IR ,TYDAVI IR WIVR ORT W,V
right? [A hammer you can teach, you don't teach a
hammer, but you carve out a hammer, it should be able
to hammer nails, without it needing to know what a nail
is, right?] There's no, how we call it, no directedness,
in the [intention/directedness] nam> right? There's no
hammer. Part of being a hammer, is not that a hammer
PR WART ORT L,¥IXIA ,knows what a nail is, and therefore
WA L2 KT U0 W L,0MIR DR DY WIYA T NI LORT IR ORT
0T PIVY ND HPOW YAIRD R 01T YT 1D RN POT ORT W OOR VORN
precisely, the hammer is this and that. But the person]
carves it out, it's a tool, you make it so it should be
and so ,[smooth on this side, a long piece on that side
it should be able to] Tv%w1 Jpx7 LA WP HRT W ,0on
.That's called a tool .[hammer nails well

The Nefesh Ha'Maskeles Cannot Be Trained Without
Goals

A human being, anything that's relative to the human
middos [character traits], not, in some sense, you want
to get fat, so you should just sit on someone and smash
them. Yeah. Or the opposite, maybe your muscles, in
some sense, you could train it that way. Even that is a
little more complicated. But, anything that's got to be
done with what we call the soul, right? The social soul.
What I call the social soul. Or what the Rambam
nefesh ha'maskeles:] nownn wo1 [Maimonides] calls the
right? It doesn't work by ,[the rational/intellectual soul
training it without a view of the goal, of the for. At least,
.I have never seen it work that way. People have evil fors
W WA R WYL WP WA VIV DI 9RAIP IR ART TR
TR VIR IRWIVIPLRA IRWITIVORA 1D 770 0T PY9D L IRWIYILRA
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pray at the amud, then when he goes to the amud he
doesn't have courage, he has foolishness. Right? That's
[.the first argument

,ANNT SDIYMVIV BRI N VYT 99D LOINA TR PR VIVAAIR TIRPYO 7
VWO TWIVT TWLIVA D1N WINARD INRD ,INT YVIA R IR ORT YN 0T 13
7 DR JIRT AR TNV JIRD JWIVNIRT VIR T I 1 IRIP IRNYIR
PR DIRAR WORD RO APYOIN® 10 OH LIRT WOV 0PN WL
The second argument is that most people that are not]
entirely dumb, by the way, that's a good thing, for some
reason because people aren't always clear how well they
can pray at the amud. But things that people know

[.better, don't lie to yourself so much about it

TR DI VR W LJWOYIORA N VIIRT 1 ,790TPY IRD ,99°D 10NN
Most] ?°UpX .JUYaIR 103 PR IDWIPK TOUVINDMR TWOVIPORN
people, for example, you don't have motivation. He
doesn't have motivation to get up early and go to work.
TV DR 173 VOORIVY WT PR VOORIVY 21X v7A W PR [?20kay
M7 113772 %1V JART IR IDWTIR DIVW R J7AVA DR V73 W JWOVNURD
And] 2% ,JWPIPORD 1ART 07 W PR LR JWIIR0 0T WNVLRN LR
he goes to the therapist and the therapist is going to give
him motivation, he's going to give him a push in the
morning and say "ani ba'koach" [a prayer] three times,
whatever the solution is. And he's going to have
[?motivation, yes

Why Motivation Without a "For" Doesn't Work

D7 79RD 1MW PR ,0PTRI UK 79%D DIRD IRD 031K M IND ,IN]
03D D7 PRI WNYI PRI DIVIRT LR 7 IRD 00D %197 TR
W TYI 200 DMWOPY BYT IRIPIY IRD PV VR, IND HNR URI TV
L0170 TWOYIORD TWANT TRP™ PN LPTIR DIVIRT PR DIRD A 1WPIRD
Now,] .0p7R1 VR IR DLYT 37 W A1V T3 OV PR DT MIPHYa MR
for human beings, for some people it works, I have told
this already many times. For me it doesn't work, never
work these things. And not only for me, I think for
anyone that actually still has a functioning soul it
doesn't work. Why? Because human motivation means, I
[.believe this is a good thing to do. That's how it works

AX M DIMIRP TIV ARINAVT OV %2 WP 17,0 OPMIRP WP Y R ,IND
YT IUIONT VWL WP PR L,00M YVOYIX T BRI P2 PR LDIVOIN]
99591 BYAIR T 1T 773 X TIXA R PR'D TR JOINIRP TP VDIV 1T .ARD2
X PXR'D IR JOPMIRP TR V0P 17 LWILP PR 27N 0T 7O 7RI
TR T2IRN 2T APIVD PR OIWONKRP DT 2N BYIIN 7 W PR TN
Now, if you can convince me,] .o8p "X .1X IR0 71V ,°¥1 DIXD
you can be a demagogue and convince me of nonsense,
I'm not the greatest sage, I can't see through every bluff.
You can convince me that it's a mitzvah
[commandment] to go to work because you have to feed
the wife and children. You can convince me that it's a
mitzvah to go to work because this company is saving
[.the world in some way, and so on. I'll come

TRD PIRN VIVIRT UK ,7IV 7T IR JWOIINPLRA J7AVA 7 VDM 17 WK
»7 .07 DY DIWLIM NYA VYT APV AR TP T BRI N 0AR WA
TWOPMORD LRI W DORYIPY YOI R TR JWOILRD .OVD R JART
LR 072 PR "IRD' 9T 5N YOI X IND PR'D N wWHIVA X M3 BYIIR
JIRD' R UM DRAYIR TUYIIR TWLIVA JUYIIN JWLIVA N AN 0T PR
But you want to give me motivation without the end, it]
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tools transferable. But the way people get motivated by
anything that's called the human virtue or vice is
something that has a form that is talking about what it
.[I don't know] vw»1 0™ 7°X ,is. At least that's how I see it
TR ORI JORT X JOOVIVURA VYOI TR VP N IR ,WHIVA IRD K 1A TR
I'm a funny person, that you can't] .»1 PR wvwr1 299
[.motivate me to things that I don't believe in

But I sort of think that all the other people that do get
.motivated just because they already believe in it

R LOYPR LWID R 90°2 R IRI AIRT W ,JOPNIRD W DD DY 1DINT
Don't need too much to convince, he just] .w» X wvwi
[.needs a little push. Okay, you give a push

Questions and Discussion

IR L,OVINY R VART I PDO00n Yl PR'D ,UPR XD :Student
So, okay,] ...7X 77°11 1% DYOR 03 O ,ORN T°K ORT WD X NI PR'D
you don't agree? He says a speech, if it's just a push,
[...that's what, it's all going to show that

Instructor: No, it's all going to show that we can't talk
.about virtues without talking about a good person

And we] .nnR 72°WwIa 1IRT PMY 0T JART IR VIINRNYNY VIT IR N
[.are accustomed to saying the two things in one breath

And we get caught up in our own contradictions all the
time. We just, like the guy said, we never saw two of
?them in one room at the same time, right

,OVIVY RT IR QVIY VIRT 17 X TIWV™MD Y ,w0IvA IWIAVT WT PR'D
T PR DI DRAIP DOK VOV YR DON P10 WT PR MR X
PNY T JWIMEARNE VPV ARIRDD WT N PR LLPY WAt
It's] .19°LW 1X IR T IRWPY WINR V27 ,HRAIORDIN DLIVAL YLD
the same person, he pretends to be that one there and
that one here, and how is the sign? Because you never
meet him at the same time. And when the philosopher
tries to push together the two statements at once, our

[.action starts to buckle

Is the] 20w1 IR IRT VORI X IR WITRIRP .77 DT ... D70 RO
[?midah of... the midah of... courage a good thing or not

You start looking for every way to get out of this. It's not
Chazon] wx 1 on the [explaining/interpreting] w-on
?it's just weird. Okay ,[Ish

vron Ty ,says wxk N When he doesn't have a way out, the
he means that it's really true.] .vw»1 1°X'D .NAX YPRD IR OV IX
[.It's not

The Chazon Ish's Solution: One Good Midah, One
Bad Midah

The Socratic Parallel

by the way, this is totally ,[Phaedrus/by the way] axiaxo
lifted from Plato, like from Socrates, like word for word
7N LINT DVITR JTYY IRD WAIPYA X S0 Socrates ,ONIARD
I ORM JAYN 3T O VIR LIRT 1T wmIp 1981 Socratic dialogues
literally, in the way that I just told you. ,ov wvaxr
[Phaedrus, by the way, this is totally lifted from Plato,
like from Socrates, like word for word. Phaedrus, so
Socrates came to tell everyone, when the Socratic

015°01 21710 | ANR 720 7R 7 W DRIPIDY WX TINN DLW

I have never yet seen that] . oy 21 PR ,IRT ¥7 PR 2793
you can train a person to motivation, plain the midah of
motivation. Motivation means I believe in the thing, I

[.want to do it

YIVORIIWY R IWOHR AT W ,0OYIOYT 9P rhp IR OXN wuIvn X
A person who is clinically] .vwr1 o0 X ,mn 7T PR 1w
depressed, he perhaps needs a broken screw in his
But, let's talk about the normal way [.brain, I don't know
of training. Or the opposite of people that are clinically
I don't] oxn vwr1 o™ X ,manic, so they have motivation
IWAYIONIR ORT PAKRY .OVT 19 LY w1 X ,Okay .[know what
I'm not] .uw>1 O»N PR ,INT RIX 1T YPRY WP OV ,JWRPO>T *7 11O
talking about that. Let's take that out of the discussion,

[.there can indeed be such a thing, I don't know

ORT IR JUII°K 'K TR ,WDIVA TYWVIPURA R 1D AN WIRNINI W7
Isn't that the normal way? [The normal way of a .ta X
motivated person, is to convince him that this is good.

Isn't that the normal way?]

[.A word such but yes] .x> 7vax & 780 X :Student

WA IR L,OROP PORIWY 2T 1X UM YR PN TR WAk :Instructor
71X ,RODRM WIRD LYIIX 0T X VWL WP TR ...WOIRP QYT X VX
IXD VYR 77 X ,RNTP 03 IRD VYR 71X L, YTRP-7R IRD DY
But also when you go to the therapy] .vw°1 qvp 7% .2%072
class, and you go to the coach... I don't care to work for
the mafia, to work for al-Qaeda, to work for Neturei
[.Karta, to work for Breslov. I don't care

X RO, IYORODR W JTIRT JIRA X RN LIRT IR TR T PYID PR
And] ?v>»7 WwITyvn yIwoya X 00N TR L% YIvoya X 7T
train yourself in one thing, how to make things more
efficient, how to be a better teacher, I don't know, a
[?better manager, right

.You just assume that you already have a goal

VYA W ,0I VIV LWL TPT VYA W L0 YONWA T°T VYA W VIRT W
He says he gives] .00>2 17 "0 o1 2183 1°7 JUPYIRP ORI JINRT 7
you certain tools, he doesn't give you genuine tools, he
gives you things that connect your goal with how you

[.are

Student: But maybe you don't know how to do it. That
.could be also

T PR AT T LT 7T vRel PR OOKRT Wwak :Instructor
But that's not the midah, the midah is the] .y xxmoxn
[.motivation

What you're looking for is motivation. A motivational
speaker can't give you motivation. I've never seen a
motivational speaker work. I don't know, maybe for you
.[I don't know] vw»1 o»n 7°X ,it works

Personal Reflection: Motivation Requires Belief

01X VWO TR W L0 OV TR JWLIVA TTYIIOR ,OR DY ORT LXT T
It doesn't sit well with] .3 ¥R 0R? 07 ARV BIRN W L7790
me, convincing people that it works, he's not for talking,
[.he would have gone with motivation

Not that there's no technique in anything. There is
technique. And those techniques in some sense are just
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need to work on it. Without working, it will be
[.completed with all the bad middos together

The Lecturer's Critique

I don't think he's correct. I don't think he's correct about

this. I think this is assuming a little too much, or at least
.it's missing a lot

M7 PUOYOW YUK = 77770 PUDYOW IR STV 0WOR 1IN 07

MBTAWT IN 19N JarS JIRY 7YY veNT 9T

290 IR L7 YUIVOW TR RT IRI PR LY 0ART MR LR P0oyHW PR
vwel AR Wwn ,[without any effort] m>7nwn 95 92 .o
he will] 2915 mya3 M7 %22 07000 ,JUYAIR IR .97 JOVIAIR

.0w3 TR 07 vaRT R L[acquire all the bad traits together

I don't think he's correct. I don't think he's correct about
this. T think this is assuming a little too much. But at
least it's missing a lot of scaffolding to get where he got

.to. He didn't do a good job of building up to this point

And I know why. I know why .Jvmpax yyaay 20y vax
chesed and gevurah:] 7man 7on he's stuck also with
q¥T N9 VIRV WT VA IR 7IRT oXN .[kindness and strength
R0 TR TOT LM JYRIPIR AIRT W LYW

T°T AIRT WA PR L9 12v0 71RD X X [the bad trait] nvon o
he will acquire all the] 2215 mya7 M2 o%no° wIvw n vw
anger,] X3 X ,0pu X ,ovd> X wwr oy .[bad traits
AW MY MTen 9an 19 o R [vengefulness, arrogance
he will lack none of the bad traits that the Sages] onon
571 PR LVAWNA0IIR W 9N OXT VART W WK [enumerated
ORI W LIRT TR WYY 0D WM OXN LIRT PR IR PWIRT
PURARDMIR TIT2 T 7D YOR LMTR YUOVIW VIR WOLRARUMN
.[automatically]

SWALT 19971 AR JIRD 12V 7 TIRY LJAV7 IRD PIRT PR 07 PR OXN
basically. ,01 j9n oXM VIRV VY"1 X .[its natural course]
That's really what he was trying to say. For some
reasons, he's not saying it in the fully Socratic way. I

.don't know why

1775 BNT How TN NuBmIm TROW 7AW TR 1N 07

X7 272 772 X PR 08N ,[and the good trait] mawa a7onm
it is the] >1MRN7 wan7 By 0w Wi DR P22 N2Mnn 70000
absolute agreement to have the moral sentiment govern
So, you'll see in a sentence .[the appetitive sentiment
SR P LY LD R vn PR P27 that he says it in a better way
SRR UYL DR UM ,IR PO

It sounds .[agrees] 0°00n TR WLIWA X ,PR 7210 770 X W7
WA avy vn 3% .now L[service of God] awn nmav like
By the way, this is a very weird sentence. .[sentiment]
IRT PR oY I8 X7 vwl I'm very perplexed on this sentence
JURRTIX WAT OYT 73 YT PR OV L,WA0 VT2 TR OV IR, Tn WA
2AIMRN WAT T IR 20 WA WT OYT PR OXN P12 T PR ORN
It's weird. And I think that he's saying this because he's
LR 2P°LWw YVOPYI o7 wax .stuck in a very weird framework
LWV DY UART W TR YIYA W

Y27 37 R ART Y 9N ORNIND ORT VIV W 2K N PR VT 0 PR
TR MW MTRT 92 7M1 oMY W PR L,ONT LRI WLIVR R ORN
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dialogues come to tell you, one of the ways that he says
it, literally, in the way that I just told you.]

2P0 NAMDR TIR DPN L WOIT DT TIN NAR 0T ,WOR I VT VART X
So says the] .70 X X7 X M7 YLIYHW ,0IRT W 77 A
Chazon Ish, the truth from the side of sickness of the
soul, because from the side of the battle of war against
the evil inclination, he says, bad middos there are

[.many

Maybe. Or maybe in the way of fighting against bad
things, we could fight against each of them separately.
seems to be saying. We have to vx 1in That's what the
think about it if this is a good argument, if even that is a

.good argument. I'm not entirely sure

IR ON WIWTIR X PR TR YUIVIW R POT VR DY ,TIRT RIN KT PX'D
IR DY 27X 777 YUOYOW X X1 PR [anger] oyd 9N ,a7n YIVTIR
?m7» So in what sense is there even separate .ov> wrong
There is such a thing, it could be a bad midah is indeed]
different from another midah, because anger is only a
bad midah if it's wrong anger. So in what sense are there

[?even separate middos

Okay, he has a better solution than us, I think. I'm not
.sure

At Root: Only One Good Midah and One Bad Midah

KT IRI PR OV .7V DAR 7721 720 AR 777 P IR PR WO AR
But at root, there is only] .77 Yvay5w PR MR 777 YOI IR
one good midah and one bad midah. There is only one
[.good midah and one bad midah

The .77 And just to be clear, this is really only a good
is something that doesn't exist in his [bad midah] 7y~ 71
.picture

there is no] 7y 7 7727 WK 0 YT LART AR LAY 7T IRD PR
,[bad midah, so says the Chazon Ish. The bad midah
very weird way of saying it, by the way. Because it's
.really assumes too much, I think

But he's trying at least. At least he got out of one big
I] .oy7 %o credit 70 X X P wvp oV Un TR .confusion
[.mean he deserves a lot of credit for this

The Bad Midah as Neglect
fabinlphyTalyBiakesiintary I a bl ryra by b1 ra B oy By by By b tahy B AR Y BRI P
TYT PR OXT LJINRD 1YY TRY X PR 772 W0IYHY WT .0°vaun
So he says: The bad midah is neglect from the] .7
natural life, the natural ways. The bad midah is to let life
[.go on. That's the attitude

[.Neglecting] .77x72x1 :Student

the same thing. Not Px 182 P& 7189oR1 .18 :Instructor
controlling it. Not directing it. [Letting go. Neglecting
and letting go is the same thing. Not controlling it. Not

directing it.]
92 IRD M9 TIRD L7 YUIYOW KR RT ORI PR DY LY DART IR LR
902 OPNwY L,TUYIIN N LOMIYT JOYIIR VYOI §IRT WA PTNwR 92
Yes, so he says. There is only one bad] .02 myaa nn
midah, letting life go on without any effort. You don't
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I don't know how .mXn7 M7 7 119 29X ,1ART VOIVP ...aR7T X
M2 57 7R DIRIVIOMIR LYI 12 R .72 X Ll to even call it
VORM DRT .NUTDI YIWIYYR TR 2RI ORT WA .basically ,mxnn
.. X0 TARTT ORNY JWLIVA 77 R0 N IRD JWIPVO R T WP OXT .0IWO
LW TROTART WX AR LIIRT 29RT AR DYAIRVADMIN JVIVT 1T IR LYT WA
TR ,TOV 1¥ 7AR7T 2°9 07 1D 777 R KT PR'D LM ONT KT RO LKA
A7MX DITR ANR PR 779 0T LVRII0 X JART 7 07 1D 77 VIWTIR
LY2IR 712 YT ,IORT OV IR TRT VYR 119 T QVIIRID NI ,IRNAK
So funny, right? at least on its face, .1o87 WpIw 7R X7

.it's something weird

MPYR YNRR YR NITIM YOYDIMRD AL 97

SRAPYM R ,some time X7 ...7°°7 220 W ORI IR ,VART VT KO
AR W vyt W[the light of reason/intellect] 72w 78 7 X
Y55 TROX TR 0¥ TIX, 29w 1IN PR TR 0V ,7°01 ...100 MMpn 07 9
win vl [the Sages] 2"'m PR MW vvw 2own K ,But .ov7 o
URT WLIVA X 21K ,VART W ,But in any case .uyn3 war wh w1y
OXM .IXT X X1 [revelation of the soul] wo17 n%% PR 25w X
AV .LWPI VPN W PNWY 2aRT R L,WHIT N0 IR DIWT MK YR AIRT
.[choose the good] 212 1>1 M2 N Y ,uPYNVIDMIN DX LR
,7v1 .[good for all goodness] 721w 92 5y 210 110 0 W 1R W
JTXI 07 DR LAWAT VEIRD X RT IRD UAMY Y LK W DART V]
fear of the eternal world, without] n°%an >n%a ,no "n7a
2vpx .[power, without end

That's very advanced. You see, he's jumping around a
LI LART AR LMTA YOIYRW YOR MIRD U PR YA PR R ittle
VIR IR IRAR VYT LR L,0WRI IRT W LART L29RT 7T WUl wR'D
NATR IWAR ,LWI DR LWL TIRNT NITA LR 2T YAYT 7T LWl UKD
YOUIRYOD X LR W 9N w1,k vwvw [love of honor] m2on
conquered the] 777 >7 WNWa 7¥IN VY IRT LRI W VWD .3
This is what he means when he said before that .[trait
TR P11 R X 71 wp [with the battle] 7an9n »7 von the union
L0™MWURI YIYTIR U 1772V JART JW0IYR LW IR VIR T 0T
PR X7 1R .M vIvTIR vn L [inclinations] nvvl vavTIR vwn
TIRD WIR ,TIRD VW IR DY IR ORI W ,0YIRVIONN DY TR W
TR OXN 777 TR BRI WLIVA X VN XD IRT AP0 .0VI LW MR

<200 TR T IRT VAT YR L0

NIPYR YNRKR YR JUSRWIIINR POPYIUNI (TIOWIPLNR ROV 0T

751 WD DY DART W DR IR ,PR ONX UMIP'D DX .UTROK 7,70
©UY'D LI WITPD2 W IR BIPAYA DR VA ORN 700w avT PR, TN
IR TR 77 PR IR DW1 TR0 IR ,IWEYID QYD VIR PR RO 170X
T RO VR VA TR 990 OV TR POWIRD

JART RT W0IVR INT YOONYA R NI TN LR VART W IR 7 PR ORN
7D 777 7 URT WIOR JART PAR? 299 VART IR ,WINR JART AR
719 7777 °7 VY2IRVADMN VW1 URT W AR ,[abstinence] mws
772 DWW VIRA'D ,0IV0 PP VW1 VIRA'D LR VART W ORI PV ,0¥D
natural] n1yav nrvl X OWIR W0 SO0 R LD 1T .DIWD
HRRIOR IR Y772 70T LRI LOIYR 17 .wwavna [inclinations

100IVR 73w ND RWI VT POIR KT LW 0MP'D PIART WWOIVP DX N3
axo [by way of nature] ¥aua 7172 ,73R7 WW0IVP LINT Y11 K 1ANT
195X Bdotr72 o177k N KA S £ on NS ki B 172000117, N KATAY e N1\ S Lo Mo 7
7771293 TR T2 01ROV ¥ R ON TIRD 2¥2 WA R PR 07000V
TIR YR TR TOT VR OV ,TIRNYA T712VA NI VW3 T VR OV LTIRMVA
that's what makes it more =2waR .7 JOYVIR
T2 PR IRV JIMAVA PR W IR PT N o M2 .complicated

015°01 21710 | ANR 720 7R 7 W DRIPIDY WX TINN DLW

Ty ,wuivn w7 .[fighting against all the bad traits as one]
SR DW1 VART W, [way of service] nTay 717 77T TR LART

VR 0 "WTIT R TR PR 07 MR PR

YT’ JUYIIX X7 1°X'0 .[the mussar approach] "own Hva 1wp R
DIVIVDIT PR L,ATD VTV IND W X YNV ORIV 0OIWP ,WTIN
,AWYA 97 IRT V0P 1T L,210K PR LWNYIYN L,aPYP PR 0P 0
20

URT YLRD TR 20WYR 07 BIMEIRD AN PR LAWY 0T V0P 1T LN
AN LYAIRYA JART OXN Y013 R WNYA PR OV ,AWYR 0T UPTIND
TT ORI OV PR LW 7R XD [the trait of courage] nyn nn
WTIN IWLOPYI WT WIRTIP JPRT ORI ,WIRTIP YYIRD X J9OX DDIRTVM
U7 w9 1797 vl [evil speech] v 1w 97K vYAIRYA YA LRI
WA LRI WTIN PLOPYI T IRI PR LITR MK 0'FART J7V7 0wl
IR PR L,NNRN YIR 27 1R 11287, [desire] 7D 97X byaIRva
RaliloaeN

VYPXIRD WINR VAP L,WIRTP IR JUYIIR 71D WTIN WT JOADK X
oY IR,V WY AR DY YR DYAIR LYY VPR 0ART VA LT WD
R JURIPYA URT LV WO 119 W OT J0R1R LY WY 19T j9n v
X LWIRMP jax7 1o [hospitality opportunity] 2°n1R noion

T QYT XU PO LWL TR OKT ,IY DART WIRMP WL 17V

RT 070 W OXM P2UPYIRY TR OV ,OK BIR? WX NI YT ORI PR ORT
R 97K TUY2IR T°T OXNM P77 R 97X VOUYAIR PR DI DR LIANT ¥
TOT 00V ,WHIVA X POT IX LYIIR PORT PR IR PR R IRD OXNM 2970
TR . IR VW BYAIR PR ,VOIRT 17 LART W .MTR IR K00
vn 1238 vl [intellect/reason] 20w oy von 1793 1% I8 VYR
oy ?9ow wvi»n oxN J[natural inclination] vava no>wn 7
9¥ N D 07N QVIORI 0PN PR PIRT YTV OXNIRD LOYIR DTIVPIN
PUWIRD TR LN BY2IR PR OXN PR OXT ,WAR IRT YTV 0O

W LART IR LT X PN DYAINR LI DY ORI LW

" 25K PT PID UIPIYRIVARIN 7

R .0WP1 1R WX PN T VART VIR TR ,OYT IR WD VART W X
.[perfection cannot exist in halves] °Xxn n27 nn>w 100
X 10°2 17 P0AYM 29KR7T WOIYH VI R V02 1T IR POT P YR OURM
WoIvn 9oW X V02 1T WIR L,WLIYA MNRN R KO 17 ,WVIvA MR

2v0%um

VIO A7 LY2IR PR - VART WK IR 790 X ]R8 WP OV ,Pav7 X
YAR L,NNRN YN IR VYIR PR DN JORT ORI PIWD IND ,NNRN
TR VORI Y .WAYTIR IX PR'D 7IRT VIR X TR'D IR ,TIRT VWP
2077 ,2IRD YT NV VRN OV

X 02U 0'WOR T PR AR ,7IRD DUR PI0 VIIRT MR ,OUN ¥7 P2 PR
P91 WT TR ORI VART W 2771 PORNIND L IXD OV

N7 YUDLYN 712 WYWITIICAN 97

VY2IRVADNN 2RT TR L7720 TR IR JOVIIR X 1D 7P LWL LR W
¥ OXT PR'D L,0UT 20 R 2RI TR VART WIR OO LT 0T
QYT LYAIRVADMIR 2R PR VIRT IWINR L2707 Wn ART TR JOVIDVIIR
X MIND YPIRLY RIX IRT AN PR WPV WAR L0V 1D XY
X DOR7 DRT ,DY2IRVADMR LW1 TR OXT,IN IRT OV P R ,IWPIM0
WOIVA R ,¥2I0 T 71D MRN VIOV R ART TR POXRN IRD 0IY0 K072
YIRTY TR AR OV LIVPII0 X IR JOV X 02 X DD VAL X LRI
LTOORTIZONR T VITWHYAONR T PR ART QYT PO PR ,207 R VY
AR PR PN TR 0T AR PR VWD PR'D ,LY2IRVIDIR WA LWL PR'D
7T VIV LW
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SYN PR LRI WT VIY O¥N PR L,QVT WONE NPT X VOIRPQ
7 DI™T PYNR LAYV WY PR L7007 00 PYNR 4Vl PR LLOVT
0 T LOAR 2ORT VAR N, TI0 YOUMX TR ART XT PR T

ORT 9IRT X L, X X OX7 .100% ,100% ,DARI0 2 "1 LY
o0 DIRVO YIWTIR 7 UIRN'M ,IPTIV AIRT PR TIRDN ,IWD IR
VW R LY P T2 TR W

TR VIR IR M WR POT BRI R0 STIDY DWOURIPRO 97

VW1 PR 13 TR LRI RO LR IX JPAIRIR N PR OXN L..07 .07 WA

YU R N WH TOT ORI R0 IR VY 0T PR ORT ,JVAIPIR JINADN
.0¥T TR DIVARIR 0'OVRIPRO PR OXT 770

N30 NITOR 1D WINTIMKR OT AV IWSOIR JIN OWRIPRD
7O PV PR M PR POT VRO IR0 sVIYRIAIN O'DMWNIPRE
:Instructor

DRIV 72 RN RIAN YIR JWIVT >T 013 W7

.DIVERID 100 .DIVERID 100 ... PR

AIRT LTIV AIRT PR ORI 1 WA TROX 7IRT TR .10 DT .07
X LYRI W LTV LW AN TR NPV TN VIR0V OYT 7
w

TRIRAR DUOI PR PR LRI RO L..PR PIRTVA WPTRIN WT WA
JVUPIPIR

0'D°URIPRO TR ORT 7771 YOI TR 11 W 177 LW WP’ TR T 07
ORI W LT LRI R0 LDWT Y LART DORAVOR PR ,VIVAILIR
IO T X DARTYA AYA PIW LRI IR WIAR L,NPRI VIVTWIRD
.MIRMDI YT N9 WIVR

IX TR LIYIW IR AN TOR PR VB PR WA IR 7T LW Wp OV
.0OYRW VD2 TWTR VI W02 WIR LJIVTIR

DRAYIR VI TR ,0PORIPRO VART PRAVIR DI 01X 2013 DI ORN PN
JDART 22w 07 ORI U7 '0RURRID' IR "0OYID' Y LART

oXM v So, no virtue that can be defined without saying
JDART Dow 07

LT YOM TR 0T ORI TR 07IR LAIP ,097RYA TR NPTE 0T IR ,07IN LRI
50w 1aRn

TR'D IR JWINVRIND AR — LANTYA DI9IY DYEY LRI WOR 17 T
AP VRO

:Instructor

said something [Chazal: the Sages] " You'll notice that

different, because he understood that it's not enough.
.And he's right

is not the same as having [using reason] 25w 1%°1 Because
.Of course, it's not the same .[having reason] 72w

"2 3o PR IR e tDURIPRE IR OR8N
:Instructor

book 6, PR 00X ,5WAY LUARTVA LRI WO 277 N NN
0w V9V DOW 1R,V VART VIRT .chapter 12

DA 7T VW VDYV DA TR ORN PPUWIRD ...7°7 DWW LYY DOW AR
W1 VDIV OV LLINYA T 1X VDIV LITVA PR ORI TPOWIRD 11 Wn
JONTYA IYIVT 29210 YOR IR IRDPRT R

.R7 missing oysy PR DY .IR 10 0¥ AIRT'D WA

PR 1% 70N PR TR 10N 19RD DTYIVA 01X YRIRA 0T URT DPUXIPRO
IRT 0RO Y2AYT 0T

015°01 21710 | ANR 720 7R 7 W DRIPIDY WX TINN DLW

W PTT0I YOO R LIOVID X P YOI RIX DRI TIRNVA T2
A

But that's .72 77 »7 X% ox7 ,No problem. In some sense
.[tool] 2w } PR OX7 ,720 77°1 7 1°X oX7T !not what we call it
VORWIIPR ONO X PR OXM 72w 77% X PR ox7 ?Understand
T°TORT 1192 °7 JART WA AIRT 20 X 1070 J[mere property]
vw»1 voxn 17 .Okay. No problem .vwe1 1 0aRp 0172 191 ,1KP
RabiaRabRabal

WWIYR WWIA P vl bhoa ¥ea 17

R LW v0°2 1wl HHI2 . wuIvn I 1P Bwel 9932 LDM 17 WAR
9% POT W21 PR OXNM WA POR DY VDM 1T LWLIVA YDA R D072
UMLY DX 90w P vl voR7d 17 .[conquers his inclination]
1YY NPDI B LDV LIV JAVT U7 LJAVD 10T UID ORN WIS
VXTI NPV NPLI YIWTIR VI PR NPYVAD D103 10T X220 R LRI
TYINR TR DART Y 20777 ,79°70 LART I OXN WID X X OXRT ,VARTVM
It's not really .nm17n yuavHw Yo 1T NOYaL LI OYT TTRY KT
PR'D .M YLOYHW YOR LW JANT JwuIva PRmya 9N Ltrue
IR0 R JAT PRWNYA MTR VLIYHW YR JART W WM WwT
m™n 2Mm™n ¥ahun ,mM7n JaRT MR YOI IRD X ,MTN YuIvhw
YOI PR W1 9902 PR DY AR ,0°V7 TYRLRI X7 PR'D Jnatural
MR

,[true intellectual good] *25w 210 *1¥ LR ORI WVDIRIMR W7
X PR ORI 720 777 YLOPXIOXR 7 ,7IRT YDOIXIMR 7T PR OXT OXN
to have all the good jwaxx automatically ™x 7210 770 real

M

N7 YoYDIUNI NI TR QW

YIIRVD 77 09 L,sort of solution to the fact X 87 LRI OXT
VOVOW MR 77T TOR PR LI WLIA R 70T LWL WP WA IR DMIR Lmp
YW °7 LR IR IRT Wwa vyt reality 07 PR LATH VIWTIR R PR
71 IR 1R 1T ,MTN YOI 2w PP vl 1axa [wicked people]
yuI Mo levels yAwTIR Ty900RI 12K WL PR .M7» natural
TR YUOYRW IR MTN

ORI IR PR 07 seems to say, and WX P YT OXN PR OVT
PID AMAY PROIRI LART W ..aYY LLPayn WD Wl
TIRT PN PR LY X1 0¥ v uw [Rambam's Eight Chapters]
17 IR UPLW 2P0 AR PR LR 0PUW'D M 0PN PR WIAR LN DY
T0 R NI LWI IR UIVW'D M POWIRD VODIRT 17 ,MTA O X VORI
OWR 0T VIOLIVYA PIW IRT JANT T ,MTN

M7 YVYIIRYA 11D aYHANRID °7

X YN VOART 17 TR 9PN ,INT RIX OYOY WNYA won IR X OV IR
TOT X PR 3770 YAT0IW-0WO1 7°T OXN OYITR L0TPARTD Whn wivn
TR Y ,07°1 TR, IVAIRIVA PR W ,DY2IRYA UK W ,0AVIVIDNINR P2OX
P ouRa W therapist X 1% WARIWA PR W ,70M X ARV
MIRIP O R IV LRI W ,0AVIVADIR LW A 1R W ,0Y2IRYIDMIN
9D AR v DR voa v decided vri v R

LW HRAIP T OARDW T ORN WHIVA K PR Y IR 190 VORI XY XD
WHIVA X 100N ,JART 707 27¥2 77 PR ,jump RIX TWOIRT OYTINI TR
VOORT ,0O™N ,ART3 T PO VIRT WA LUPYN T PR VMPYIORIR PR
>7 19512 VORT 17 VO™ OXN ,funny IR oysy PR'D .MM 7 1PYa
DRI WHIVA T ,HIVOW PNV PR ORN WHIWA WT RO ,YPIR PMTD

SRIP R JIRNVA PR W LLOKIP R DEYY IRV PR W ORIP K YNV PR

1 right... it's not just the ...wx 1 w7 8 It seems like
*7 X OX7 ...this goes all the way back to Plato, this ,ux
17 7K TR OUORAM IR YD LLPOROPROUORIM IR IR yahyr
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YT IR PR'D AR N ,MYRINT DTN YPRY Y R 01 act ,[speak
JDART DOW DR 1DIN

YPT'NPYIL VOONYA VO TAVA IR DX D1 X WIR WLIVA R WA
VW1 0O ,MAW MR YV ORI ORN A2 X WIR ,MAW M1
ax1 .[possessor of good character] 721w 77on Yva 1op 27N

20700 LAV WITNAR YT PR VY1 ,5RYINT ava

IR ,RT PRYD YONVA K PR KT 9 DART UK P10 1Y T PR ORN PR
KT ,013 T ORT 1R OYT IRD ...IR POUWIRD X 21K I WP PR W
.OYIYDYD LW IV DYWL TR DMK UMD QYT IRD IR W VANT

20w YIHYN PIR UIPLYR WIVT M7 YOLYN ah
:Instructor

byl ¥ava 7772 T OXRN 7 TRI PUYIYOYD WIVT DWWV YIHYN
VW1 TR PRP R N IR LTI 7w Wwp woavn & [way of nature
YWORMT R 0N TIWN 7MWV YR WLIYA X ,AWEN ONR IR LT PP
7107 IR T VR OV LW 70 YATNRR PR LW IRI X ORT L,Ya
,72I0 777 X ND D10 X 1T YR OV ,72W 77 X XD [preparation]
1771293 TR WA R ,NVT 07 DY .07 YOI 2T NRR LRI W0Iva X IR
LOPYOVORR YT000 R 0 WIR LT YPTOOW R 0,200 K Un

.DRT LW PR ORT

7n% 2777 YOI K IRD 77T R WO ORN LT YOI PP 01 PR'D AR
2K LR PMITA VO YOR 0 TI2VA DUCI LIV WLIYA R W LART
R IVNYA VORI 200 LI TIRNVA T2V DIRN W IR TART W 01070
X ,[understanding/practical wisdom] ny7 vn V7K von

DYT 07 TRV BRI TIRINTONIR LIV WHIvn

TOT LW TPTIR U3 AT VI LD TV DRI UM W IRT PR
SOW IR V1A PR DY TR LW IR 3T TR 1P LR 2N, PT0IRYA
0217 TR'D IR TR 772 9T D WWSIOYT 07 1D LIRD T LORT VIRT OX
WY 93w 9T IR L1V ORT UART 2O 77 N U7 L3037 IR OXN)
.213% 1X'D TR LART [practical reason]

nYT 72 R 719 MTA ,MTA YT00W YRTIAR ORI R PN 0IR LRIp
X 11D M7 vRA'M W LYOK W vra L [person of understanding]
TP R D WIR AR X 7D ,MTA YRT'YAD X 71D ,0YT 02 PR LY
P12°1 YT X ORT LDIMX TINI 1R R Wwp ouoRavT [ child]

TMUPLe 0’2" AN 21N ANTIVIMN
:Instructor

Rambam:] 2"an7 PR OXT ©°0w N L3797 IR 2K AR 2R
VTV YR IR QPID 77 2 IR VIR IR ,07N R ?[Maimonides
719 77V 11X IN W 0227 77 79 PRIR 7O R LAVLOPY 172 WIS N9
WITPYW 27 YN 0'LYT IRARDIR MTA VIR

JAVAVA TR Y LRI T YOONYA R PR, 2R PID PR Y LRI IR TN
Xwp 07 19 [answers] 21PN 7 I UMAVA WIVT ORN JONT
AIRT WA PR ,INOP WA WD N PR L,0INT [question]
7D 797 21 WR IR IR AR ONN LA OV YA ORT JONRA INRDP
U7 TR 107N WA AIRT ,IWOPY 1T D LTV WA TIN ,N1TA YIVOORY
Y170 YIARDP 7OP DW1 AR R LIVVOPY T 1D TV

719 DIR R JART PR PR 91N LRT 12792 WP PR L,IWNW 120792 v0Ivp
07X 9P0W K PR OV ,it cannot really solve it ox1 Y10 &

23D VROT PUBR D5W TR ORNIND STORW PIVDR YATIMRR 97

71950 K 119 TINRD
:Instructor

1T .M1T7A YOI VIR JANT IR IO MITA VOIA JANT X TR JANT WON
VW1 TR OV WAR T IR MITA YT'VAD 0T IR M Y0IVIW 0wa

015°01 21710 | ANR 720 7R 7 W DRIPIDY WX TINN DLW

And could be that in his world, in his head, they were
.the same thing

DY 71X 'IX 701" KT PR DY .J0°M LIRD MM KT Wiyt ov ,But really
L9700 RT PR

?nnR

PWITR WWIVWIND 1

YT .00 107 18 IR 0N PR IR LD POT IX DIA TR OV IR 0711 PR
L7071 ARD X WYY

O PNX T 191N AIRT [N VOROVA PIRLY T LKA o™X But
O DIRD YAOVT T W1 NPT VIRD YIVTIR PN

9% 7O $309NY VIND PUIIT K
:Instructor

DART "X ...0°2072 TR Y TR ,UARTY 100N URT 710 01X ,0¥Y° YN
0772 0°2072 LW TR AV IR LT 1R PR OPURAPRO ¥ 0°200 TR v,
TR 90 IR MITN PP RT LW PR'D TR %007 TR W LJART VIVTIR

T YOR PR DOW TR 00307 W1 PR Y

DIRD PN KT PR'D IR POUWIRD PR AR IR IR VIARTVA T J7ANT NI
12°DR X1 ,0IR0 X IRI 27'NAR DY X ORI JON IR ,IR 10°1 ,0"700
X PR ORT ,00 LW1 NI PR'D RN 0N PR'D,0'90W 0INRD K NI
X DXT DX DT *¥ J0°11 R OXT 1% ,tool, warm-up if you will

JJOON IR R R ORI 10N WO
— M7 D BTN 7 (OOWRIPRD VI RO0T PIINDY 0'oTIN

Low VM VPWILIVTOR VWO AN

:Instructor

7% 27’ NAR VYW°I WIVT ORI ,MAW M7 LYIMR RT PR INT Y77 77
SRwMT owh MW mTr oWl T vam'h AW
m7n >7 Wit ¥ya9vn [metaphorically/by borrowed name]
WIVT OXM ,separate WIVT OXN ones 7 exactly wwr >7 2maw

IV 2T 11D IWVORY DIK

— MR YeTNER IR M7 YOYHMILNI
TOWIPBIN

:Instructor

-bomw  0'WEMIN

T717 VW1 IR OXN ,natural virtue oy voM W 2RI POT PR OXN
It's little bit the same word. The word natural is, of .vavn
YUY T PR ORN PR .course, Aristotelian inheritance
TV 1T YN IR LIVT YR T PR L0ART W ON R ?natural virtue
TWOIYN RT IX ,OX0YOX 17971 1 ,Chapter 13 W0 IR LART ,7RHY7R
TPV YAVT 1T 199DR ,MIA0 NIIDN YOMYA LNV YOOMVA JANT
AR T JART NN WAVT A2 L7300 12°DR ,0Y2IRYA LW AR T 1990

.0 M7

R J2RT VP 2300 R 190K 200PIVTVA ,2IN0 R 1AV WIVAVA YO0 VORTT
nTn Iy uRa 77 vao L[the trait of modesty] myniza nn
DR INT X DYDY 27V LR OXN .MYAIXT N7 LW LRI W PINT
TN LINT VIO NLYA VIR WLIA R 2R ,MIYINT DT 1O YR R

IR N7 VRV YPRD Y 0ROV IRT Y IR LART 22w T

NI NI PAOT'NRR IRD 2PIWYSIR WT

:Instructor

,[the cat-like part within a person] axaw 2nna pon >7 N
,[the rational soul] noawni wo1 *7 X P MY V73 OXT PTIWIN

9377 IRT v act ,7ow X IRT v NI v act PTIOMYA K TR OXN
so to] Xp* a1 An? Act in a second nature way .[habit]
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TR YN IRDIT IR LI VWL TR QW PP TR DOV IR TR AR TR OV
YPRD TR URT L0 N7 YOR WORM ORI IR ORT ,70W 17'NnR UK
00 LW DR IR TR VOOME T IR TR TR 97N .NARA VIR

VYPI PR MITA IR 920 ORMIRD L,JWIRDOMR TR AIRT "W XA WIAR
PN L,WLIVA WL R TOTIXL,MITA YOI JART 1T X INR DA ORI LAIVA
LWE TR IR TV X OXNM 100 IR PUUWIRD N9

IR 90w QvT 119 71N DPhuw R RT PR'D LW 1T IRD 073 P PR
...ORT W2AR 19795 WIVP W IRT 79X 70w 208N

Why? Here! What's going on with my? Why? What's
?the? What's the deal

.Forget about it
.Okay, we'll find out another time

23 MV 2NDT RIT XA DPR 200 LTV 4R MY 720 aw P2
PR090AY MART RINTN,RNMIIRT RI20 XK 0°19 93 Yy, 2170w

015°01 21710 | ANR 720 7R 7 W DRIPIDY WX TINN DLW

T2 VO PP

?point of doing that >7 1% oX1 2N >7 K932 P11 19778 ORI RO
WY IR YIR T IR PARTVA0MNIND NI AR X .point X X7 PX'D
WUIYA YO R T IX UAIP OV YN PR

TX 10N X 93w QYT 127707K N WOR P93W PR 1R PR 7IRT N XD
N7 YI9IM BRI VART 9OW IRD ANV YNTRT T JVIRIV AINT WA
00 T

YIDIPOIT PR MR

:Student

TR .X° question X PX ox7 ,%° .I've been trying to see this
0¥ "PVIVPRD LTIRY °7 119 Opposite 7 IR A9RY 37,0V YIVTIN

719 LW 7 LW X OXT IWAR .NIWA X 9OW ORT TR DIRAYA 77T LR
YA TR Dow IR ,0"Man avy

:Instructor
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