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[Side Digression: The Rambam and Proof]

The Rambam's position regarding Ma'amad Har Sinai as
proof, and the Kuzari's similar argument, are
acknowledged as wvalid discussions. However, the
question of *proof* ("How do you know?") is not the
interest here. The focus is on the lived meaning and
functional role of Yetziat Mitzrayim vs. Matan Torah.
The Rambam is "a bit guilty" of contributing to the
Matan Torah—centered orientation. He draws a deeper
distinction between Yetziat Mitzrayim (witnessed by
600,000 but not in the same direct revelatory mode)
and Matan Torah — but the real difference is deeper
.than the standard reading

The Nevi'im Show Yetziat Mitzrayim *Was* Once .4
a Living Force

In the prophetic literature (Yirmiyahu, Shmuel,
Tehillim/Asaf's psalm "Ha'azina ami torati," etc.), the
Exodus narrative functioned as a living
:motivational force

The prophets rebuked Israel by invoking: "God took -
you out of Egypt — why don't you serve Him? Where is
"?*your *hakarat ha-tov

This rhetoric made sense to the people; it was their -
lived story, their *mesorah* to their children, their
.explanation for how they came to live in Eretz Yisrael

But today this rhetoric does not work. Telling a
yeshiva student struggling with his yetzer hara, "But
God took you out of Egypt!" would not be effective. It is
no longer a living *orot la-avodat Hashem* (a

light/energy for serving God)

Historical Turning Point: When Did Yetziat .5
?Mitzrayim Lose Its Living Force

This shift is very old — going back to the beginning of
Bayit Sheni (Second Temple period), possibly connected
.to the era of Abaye and Rava or earlier

Textual support: Yirmiyahu 23:7-8 states: *"It shall
no longer be said 'As the Lord lives who brought up
Israel from Egypt,' but rather 'who brought up Israel
from the land of the north.."'* — This prophetic
statement itself signals the displacement of Yetziat

.Mitzrayim as the primary reference point

Bold claim: The prophecy that Yetziat Mitzrayim will
become *batel* (nullified/secondary) has already
been fulfilled. Even when we still mention it (as a
mitzvah obligation), we mean other things by it — it
functions as a *tafel* (secondary element), not the

Fikkar* (primary)

Mwwsn 2o |

Argument Flow Summary: The Meaning of
Yetziat Mitzrayim and Jewish Identity

Opening & Framing: The Central Problem .1

The lecture addresses a problem that has been long in
the making. Some listeners have already heard parts of a
series on Hilkhot Avodah Zarah, Chapter 1. There is a
possible connection to the division of *middot*
(character traits) and Pesach, but that remains
.unworked-out and is set aside

God's Self-Identification Through Yetziat .2
Mitzrayim

Throughout Tanakh, when God identifies Himself, He
consistently says: *"I am the Lord your God who took
you out of Egypt"* ("Anokhi Hashem Elokekha asher
hotzetikha me'eretz Mitzrayim"). The Zohar counts fifty
mentions, but the actual occurrences are far more — one
must *cut down* to reach fifty, not add. This pattern
.runs through Chumash, Nevi'im, and beyond

Conclusion: The God of the Jews is defined as the God
who took them out of Egypt. Yetziat Mitzrayim is the
foundational self-identification of God in the Jewish

.textual tradition

The Problem: Jews Today Are "Jews of Matan .3
"Torah," Not "Jews of Yetziat Mitzrayim

Despite this overwhelming textual evidence, in lived
Jewish experience, most Jews identify primarily with
Matan Torah (the giving of the Torah), not with Yetziat
Mitzrayim

When asked "What is a Jew?" people say: "We believe -
".God gave us the Torah

They do not say: "We believe God took us out of -
".Egypt

When asked "Why do you keep mitzvot / grow peyot / -
daven?" — people answer: "Because it's a mitzvah (from
Torah)." Nobody says: "To remember Yetziat
" Mitzrayim

Even when a mitzvah is explicitly *zekher l'yetziat -
Mitzrayim*, the operative framework is still the
*mitzvah system* — i.e., Torah — not the Exodus
.experience itself

Formulation: "We are Jews of Matan Torah, not Jews
of Yetziat Mitzrayim." Matan Torah = Shavuot; Yetziat
Mitzrayim = Pesach — these are different focal
.points with different implications
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Ha-El ha-Gadol ha-Gibor v'’ha-Nora, El Elyon"" -
— God as Creator; the second blessing elaborates on

nature (rain, wind, etc.), meaning roughly
."Master/Creator of all" (*Koneh ha-kol*)
Meivi Go'el livnei v'neihem" — God as the one" -

.who brings the redeemer (Mashiach)
How does Mashiach enter the very first blessing? This is

significant — redemption is presented as a core
identifying feature of the Jewish God, not a
.peripheral belief

Side Digression: The Chatam Sofer's Question — Is]
[?"Belief in Mashiach an "Ikkar

The Chatam Sofer asks: If God hypothetically did *not*
bring Mashiach, would Jews be exempt from Judaism?
His answer: Belief in Mashiach is not an independent
*ikkar* in the sense that Judaism couldn't exist without
it. A Jew must believe everything in the Torah (including
Mashiach), but it's not a standalone foundational
principle. This reflects a Torah-centered Jewish
mindset: the Torah is inherently obligatory and good;
Mashiach is part of Torah but not the structural
.foundation

Textual note: Some scholars (*chokerim*) argue that
certain parts of this liturgical passage are later additions
.not found in older versions (*nuschaot®)

Two Types of Jews — The Core Distinction .8
Crystallized

| Torah-Centered Jew | Exodus-Centered Jew | |
o]

Basis of identity | Torah is intrinsically good | God's |
| historical acts of redemption

Mashiach | Important but not structurally essential | |
Absolutely essential — without it, the whole system
| collapses

Abraham's precedent | Abraham had Torah |
*before* the Exodus — Torah precedes and transcends it
| | The specific Jewish story *begins* with the Exodus

Crisis in exile | Torah remains good regardless | If |
redemption doesn't come, there's a fundamental
| problem

The Exodus-centered Jew cannot do without Mashiach.
For this Jew, the entire relationship with God is
transactional/historical: God took us out of Egypt, will
give us the Land, and will redeem us again. If that
redemption doesn't come, there's a crisis of faith. This
Jew's God is defined by "Ehyeh asher Ehyeh" — "I will

".take you out of Egypt [and its future equivalents]

The *Edah Hachareidit* (ultra-Orthodox anti-Zionist
community) exemplifies the Exodus-centered Jew: "I

want the *old* [covenant] back — who will take us out of
exile?" If the old redemptive pattern has ended, they
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Two Replacement Narratives After the .6

Nullification of the Exodus-Based Covenant

?What replaced Yetziat Mitzrayim as the living core
Version A: "Who Brought Them Up from the Land of
"the North

This refers to the return from Babylonian exile. It
functioned as a replacement narrative during or after
the Second Temple period. People would cite this verse,
tell their children on Pesach about a *second*
redemption. But this was acknowledged as a *lesser*
redemption ("b'dieved" — after the fact, not ideal). It
worked, Jews survived, the covenant's conditions
carried over. However, this version too had a limited
shelf life — it applied only until the next exile or the
.ultimate redemption

Version B: "Kibluhu me'ahavah" — They Accepted It
Out of Love (Purim)

This is the Talmudic teaching that during the Purim
story, the Jews re-accepted the Torah voluntarily, out of
love. This is not a "Purim Torah" (a joke teaching) — it
.is deeply serious and historically descriptive

Key philosophical claim: The reason a Jew keeps the
Torah *today* is ultimately rooted in Purim, not Sinai.
At Sinai, acceptance was coerced ("He held the
mountain over them"). At Purim, Jews recognized that

.the Torah is good — intrinsically valuable

Distinction between "true" and "good": Truth
(*emes*) is one thing, but goodness (*tov*) is even
more. Love (*ahavah*) comes from recognizing
goodness. Rashi says "me'ahavat ha-nes" (from love of
the miracle), but the deeper meaning is: they recognized

.the Torah's inherent goodness

This marks a paradigm shift: Torah becomes more
central than the Exodus. Chazal's literature reflects this
— there are vastly more midrashim praising Torah's

.value than discussing the Exodus itself

The New Definition of a Jew: Torah-Centered .7
Identity

A Jew is now defined as someone who walks with the
Torah, loves the Torah, and is loved by the Torah —
whether the acceptance is from love or awe. The older
identity — "we are the generation taken out of Egypt, so
.we have a deal with God" — has been replaced

Side Digression: Analysis of the First Blessing of the]
[Amidah (Birkat Avot)

The opening blessing of the Shemoneh Esreh functions
as an "introduction to God" — what does a Jew say
?about who God is when standing before Him

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" —" -
.connection to ancestral tradition/mesorah
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exile. So they appended: "So too, Hashem our God...
should bring us to other festivals and holidays"
— a promise of future redemption. This reframes the
Pesach seder: We don't celebrate Pesach merely
because God took us out of Egypt in the past, but
because He is going to take us out again, just as
the Jews in Egypt made their seder in anticipation of the
.coming exodus

Rav Saadia Gaon's Explanation

Rav Saadia Gaon asks why Yetziat Mitzrayim is so
important and answers: because the Exodus
demonstrates that God will redeem us from our
current exile — "just as He did for our ancestors, so
He will do for us." The Exodus is a paradigm for future
".redemption from "our own Egypt

R' Elazar HakKalir's Piyyutim — Every Single
Liturgical Poem Ends with Mashiach

R' Elazar HaKalir wrote piyyutim (liturgical poems) for
virtually every prayer occasion. Every single piyyut
ends with Mashiach's coming. HaKalir always asks
"What is this relevant to me?" — and the answer is never
simply "it's a mitzvah." The answer is always:
Mashiach is coming. There is not a single piyyut
whose conclusion (*kalos*) does not end with the
.coming of Mashiach

[Side Digression: Shabbat Zachor Example]
Remembering Amalek — one might ask "what do you
want from me?" For people historically, "it's a mitzvah"
was never the sufficient answer. The answer was always
.connected to Mashiach

Midrash Tanchuma — Every Weekly Sermon Ended
with Mashiach

Midrash Tanchuma (and related midrashic collections)
record actual sermons delivered in synagogues. Every
single weekly *drasha* ends with Mashiach's
coming — not generically, but showing from that
week's parsha how one can derive that Mashiach will
.come

Side Digression: The Printing Problem of Midrash]
[Tanchuma

The Midrash Tanchuma was "printed wrong" — it
originated in Eretz Yisrael where the Torah was read on
a three-year cycle. So sometimes the midrash comments
on a seemingly random verse mid-parsha, because that's
where a different *kriah* (reading) began. Each
reading unit ends with Mashiach, and when you
understand the three-year cycle structure, you see this
.pattern clearly

The Haftarah — Read Specifically to Proclaim

Mashiach's Coming
The Haftarah is read primarily to say that
Mashiach is coming. The blessings on the Haftarah
state this explicitly: "Ne'eman atah" — that He will
redeem us; "Asher bachar b'meviim tovim" — "good
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insist on waiting for its restoration rather than accepting
.a new framework

The painful question this Exodus-centered Jew must
face: "But meanwhile God is tormenting us, meanwhile
He makes Holocausts, meanwhile our people perish..."
— the theological crisis of a redemption-based faith

.confronting unredeemed suffering

The Exodus-Centered Jew's Response: "Ani .9
"Ma'amin Ba-Geulah

If the specific Jewish covenant (belonging to Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, the whole story) has ended, one might
need to create a new one. But the Exodus-centered Jew
rejects this: "I don't make a new one — I want the
old one. The old one is coming back!" God will
take us out of exile. Even if one asks about suffering, the
Holocaust, and the apparent absence of God — the
answer is: "Ani ma'amin ba-geulah"” (I believe in the
.-redemption) — it will come back

What Ordinary Jews Actually Believed

There is a distinction between yeshiva Jews and
simpler/ordinary Jews (our grandmothers). Yeshiva
people, when asked why they are Jewish, typically
answer "the Torah." But for most ordinary Jews, they
believed in the Torah not because it says so in
the Torah, but because God is going to bring
Mashiach. The Torah's authority was grounded in the
.promise of future redemption

— Why Mashiach Over Techiyat"
?HaMetim

A telling cultural fact: People sing "Ani ma'amin b'viat
ha-Mashiach" but nobody ever sings "Ani ma'amin
b'techiyat ha-metim" (resurrection of the dead). Yet
the Mishnah lists denial of resurrection as heresy, not
denial of Mashiach's coming. This shows that belief in
Mashiach is existentially important to people in a
way that resurrection is not — it sustains the living
.relationship with God

The Chatam Sofer's Point — Belief Builds the
Relationship Only When Things Are Good

Believing things written in the Torah is important
because it builds the *relationship* — but only when
things are currently good. When things are good,
one can say "who took us out of Egypt" and it resonates.
But when things are not good, one needs the future-
.oriented dimension of redemption

Ani Ma'amin"

The Messianic Promise as the Operative Engine .10
of Jewish Religious Life

The Pesach Seder Blessing as Evidence

After the *churban* (destruction of the Temple), the
Tannaim added to the Pesach blessing: saying "Ga'al
Yisrael" (who redeemed Israel) alone would be
somewhat false — "a fake seder" — since we are still in
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An honest admission: "I don't know anyone for -
whom this actually speaks to them" in the way the
Kuzari frames it. The creation-based approach (*briyot

.ha-olam*) is more intuitively accessible

A defense of the Kotzker is attempted: perhaps he -
means something different — *hashra'ah* (inspiration)
for action, not just theological identification

Transition: The "Third Way" and the Deeper .12
Level

The Kotzker's approach is acknowledged as legitimate
("yesh I'mi lismokh"), but a third path is introduced:
the "melody of the future” (*maginat ha'atid*) — the
idea that "what was, will be" (*mah shehaya hu
she'yihyeh*). This approach reads the Exodus as a
.template for future redemption

[Side Illustration: Isaiah's Method]

The prophet Isaiah, throughout nearly his entire book,
repeatedly invokes Yetziat Mitzrayim as a proof and
model for the future redemption (*geulah ha'atidah®).
He argues the future redemption will be similar —
splitting of the sea, etc. — using the Exodus as a lens to
.understand what God will do again

Critical pivot: Everything discussed so far — all the
approaches to Yetziat Mitzrayim — remains on the level
of pshat, the surface level, the world of action (*olam
ha'asiyah*). There is a much deeper subject (*tifere

.noseh*) that must be addressed

The "Simple Story" of the Exodus Laid Out and .13
Critiqued

The basic narrative: We were in Egypt, someone took us
out, at Matan Torah God identified Himself — "Anochi
Hashem Elokecha asher hotzeticha" — He's the God who
rescued you, so you owe Him obedience; if not, He's
.angry

Everyone understands this is a mashal
(parable). God doesn't literally get angry. The whole
framing is *mugshom* (anthropomorphic/corporeal)
and represents an extremely constricted, narrow
way of understanding God. All deeper thinkers
(*m'amikim*) across all schools agree that this simple
reading is a very weak thing — fine for small children,
for "v'higadeta 1'vincha" (telling your child at the Seder),
but it remains in the realm of *olam ha'asiyah* and
.doesn't capture the real nature of God

Two Deficiencies of the Simple Reading

Insufficient from God's side (*mitzad .1
:ha'Eibershter®*)

It's just one small act among God's infinite reality. -
Creation of the world itself may be just one small thing
God did (as the Tanya likes to say). Yetziat Mitzrayim is
.even smaller — one event for one people
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meaning prophets who deliver *good*
.(comforting, redemptive) prophecies

prophets”

["Side Digression: "Good Prophets" vs. "Bad Prophets]
Good prophets” means those who prophesy good things"
(consolation and redemption). "Bad prophets" would be
those whose harsh prophecies we don't read as haftarot.
Someone quipped: "Lucky that God didn't find wicked
prophets.” The connection between the weekly parsha
and its haftarah is often tenuous — sometimes just a
shared word or a *gematria®*. The real point of the
haftarah is the messianic content, not the

.parsha connection

The Zohar on Galut and Mashiach (Parshat Shemot)
The Zohar in Parshat Shemot extensively discusses
when Mashiach will come. R' Shimon bar Yochai himself
acknowledges that Mashiach is not coming quickly —
there will be a long wait. The Zohar asks: what
sustains Jews in this long exile? The answer: Jews
come to the Beit Midrash every week and read the
promises of salvation and consolation that God
assured them would happen. The Zohar presents this
not as *drush* (homiletics) but as describing reality —

.this is how Jewish survival in exile actually works

Summary of This Approach (First *Shitah*)

This is all one coherent approach (*shitah*) to the Seder
and to Pesach — everything we say points to the
pattern that just as there was once Yetziat
Mitzrayim, God will continue to take us out of
.exile. This is the kind of God we have

The Kotzker Rebbe vs. the Kuzari Approach .11

A student of the Kotzker Rebbe said his inspiration
(*hit'orerut®) for serving God comes from "Lift up your
eyes on high and see who created these" (Isaiah 40:26)
— i.e., from contemplating creation. The Kotzker Rebbe
rejected this: that's fine for a non-Jew too. A Jew
.needs inspiration from Yetziat Mitzrayim

This connects to the Kuzari (Ma'amar Aleph): a Jew
is not defined by *briyot ha-olam* (creatures of the
world / creation) but by *asher yatzar* (the specific
forming/redemptive act) — i.e., the particular historical
.relationship, not universal cosmology

Side Digression: The Ramban's Disagreement and]
[the Ibn Ezra's Question

The Ramban held somewhat differently from this -
.position

The Ibn Ezra brings R' Yehuda Halevi's (Kuzari's) -
question and offers a different answer: the whole point
.is to *train* the ability to make this declaration

A participant raises the question of what "asher -
hotzi'acha mi-Mitzrayim" actually means practically —
"You came out of Egypt — what do you want to do about

".it? It doesn't speak to me
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chapter 1). His source verse is "Anochi Hashem
Elokecha." But every single time the Rambam quotes
this verse in the context of this mitzvah, he cuts it off at
"Anochi Hashem Elokecha" deleting "asher
hotzeticha me'eretz Mitzrayim" (who took you out of
-Egypt)

The Rambam knew the full verse. In other contexts he -
.quotes complete verses even when only part is relevant

But in the context of knowing who God is, he never -
.once mentions Yetziat Mitzrayim

Throughout the entire first part of the Moreh -
Nevuchim (and much of the second), where he discusses
understanding God's nature using thousands of verses —
.Yetziat Mitzrayim is never mentioned

The Rambam's Preferred Prooftext: Ki Tisa (After the
Golden Calf)

Instead of Yetziat Mitzrayim, the Rambam focuses on
Parshat Ki Tisa — specifically the passage *after* the
Golden Calf, where Moshe asks God: "Hodi'eni na et
drakhekha" (show me Your ways) and "Har'eni na et
.kvodekha" (show me Your glory)

This implies that until this point, Moshe himself -
.didn't fully know who God is

God's response there never mentions Yetziat -
Mitzrayim

The Thirteen Attributes of Mercy as the .16
Replacement Revelation

Structural Parallel: The Thirteen Attributes and the
Ten Commandments

The first two verses of the Ten Commandments contain
almost all of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy. The
sequence runs from "Anochi Hashem Elokecha asher
hotzeiticha" through "Poked avon avos al banim" and
continues through to the end of the Thirteen Attributes.
However, in the middle, something different is
substituted — where the Exodus narrative would appear,
instead we find "Hashem, Hashem, El Rachum
v'Chanun" etc. The same structural endpoint ("lo
yinakeh") appears in both Ki Tisa and the
.Commandments

Conclusion: The Thirteen Attributes are essentially the
same framework as the opening of the Ten
Commandments, but with a completely new content
replacing the Exodus reference — a new

.nterpretation of who God is

The Rambam's Central Thesis
The Rambam held that the passage of the Thirteen
Attributes (the *parsha* in Ki Tisa) is the primary
source in the Torah for understanding what God is.
He extensively discussed Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics
in connection with this, and virtually every word in
those two chapters (of Moreh Nevuchim) received the
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It's like calling someone a "father" based on a single act -
.of rescue — a weak definition of fatherhood

It doesn't reveal the *mahut* (essence) of God, doesn't -
.express what "God" truly means

:Insufficient from our side (*mitzad anu¥®) .2

How long must one maintain *hakarat hatov* -
(gratitude) for the Exodus? A thousand years? Ten
?thousand? The world will end and you're still thanking

What about converts (*gerim*) who weren't at the -
?Exodus? What do they owe

What about the prophetic vision (Zechariah, the -
Shemoneh Esreh prayer) that all nations should serve
God? Which God will they serve — the one who took

#us* out of Egypt? That means nothing to them

[Side Digression: The Chovot HaLevavot]
In his *sha'ar* on *hakarat hatov*, the Chovot
HaLevavot says one must thank God for His favors, and
whoever received more favors must thank more. This is
reductive — it shrinks the relationship with God to a

.gratitude ledger

Transition to Deeper Approaches: Two .14
Opposing Methods

To understand Yetziat Mitzrayim properly — more

theologically, more essentially, speaking about God
*correctly* — there are two opposite approaches
(*mahalachim*), possibly three (with the Rambam
occupying a middle or dual position — one reading on

.the pshat level, one on the sod level)

The Rambam's Method: Pure Knowledge of God .15
The Rambam's Core Position

The Rambam represents the highest approach in a
specific sense: he was the thinker who cared about no
attribute, no description, no characterization of
.God other than knowing God as He truly is
Everything else — God performing actions, doing -
favors — is good for *chinuch* (education), for children.
It is not the truth

The truth is: one must know God Himself (*yedi'at -
.Hashem*). This was the Rambam's entire project

This is a "great chutzpah" — even saying God is *eino -
guf* (not corporeal) requires a thousand years of
explanation. Then you must add: He has no attributes
(*eino ba'al ta'arim*), and negate everything humans
.think they mean

Anything less than this pure knowledge may even -
constitute, in the Rambam's view, actual idolatry
.(*avodah zarah*)

The Rambam's Textual Evidence: Cutting the Pasuk

A striking textual observation: The Rambam makes
*yedi'at Hashem* the first mitzvah (Yesodei HaTorah,
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Mitzvot Gadol) follows the Rambam in Sefer HaMitzvot
but then goes further, bringing the Ramban's view that
the first commandment means more than just "there is a
.God" — it means He supervises (*mashgiach*), etc

Side Digression: The Satmar Rebbe's Use of the]
[Smag/Smak

The Satmar Rebbe once gave a *drasha* at an assembly
against the Zionists, arguing that from the Smag (or
Smak) one can see that not believing in Zionism is the
first principle — because the Smag extends the first
commandment all the way to the first *galus* (exile).
This works according to that *shita*, but the Rambam
himself did not write it that way — the Rambam
wrote only "Anochi Hashem Elokecha" without "asher
" hotzeiticha

The Rambam's Positive Understanding of the .18
Exodus — Hilchot Avodah Zarah Chapter 1

Does this mean the Rambam didn't value the Exodus at
all? No. The Rambam's understanding of the Exodus is
found in Hilchot Avodah Zarah, Chapter 1, which is the
Rambam's fulfillment of the Haggadah's formula:
"Originally our ancestors were idol worshippers, and
".now God has brought us close to His service

The Rambam explains there why the Exodus was
necessary: "lada'as ki Ani Hashem Elokeichem"
— to know that I am Hashem your God. The Exodus is
not primarily about gratitude for a favor (taking us out,
killing their firstborn, saving ours). Rather, the Exodus
was a means of discovering better who God is —
a cognitive/theological event, not merely a historical
Jiberation

[Side Digression: Printing Difficulties]

The printed editions of this chapter make it hard to
study because they compress approximately 15 sections
.into just three, obscuring the structure

The Rambam's Account of Idolatry — The Core .19
Problem

The Rambam in Hilchot Avodah Zarah Ch. 1 lays out the
:fundamental problem

Everyone originally knew about God — Adam -
.HaRishon knew

But there is a deep problem: God created and -
initiated everything, He is the First Cause. However,
God does not run the world directly in any
visible way. There is nothing in the world one can
point to and say "God did that directly" — perhaps a

.miracle, but even miracles require careful analysis

The causal chain: Why does it rain? Because there are
clouds. Why clouds? Because it's winter. Why is winter
different? Because the sun is farther away. Why is the
sun farther? Because of the celestial spheres
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Rambam's interpretation. Moreh Nevuchim Part I is
.more or less a commentary on that parsha
Moshe's Question and God's Answer — Without the
Exodus

When Moshe himself asked the question "Who is God?"
— and when angels ask the same question — Moshe was
told "no man can see Me and live." Yet God did tell
him something: the Thirteen Attributes —
"Hashem, Hashem, El Rachum v'Chanun." Critically,
.God said nothing about the Exodus from Egypt

According to those who claim the Exodus is the central
matter (*davar merkazi*) of Judaism, this is very
strange. When God came to reveal Himself to Moshe, He
did not say "I am the one who took you out of Egypt."
He did not invoke the plagues or the splitting of the sea.
Instead, an entirely new revelation, a new type of
*hasaga* (apprehension), was given

Why the New Revelation Was Needed Specifically
After the Golden Calf

The Golden Calf demonstrated that the Exodus
framework itself had a problem. The people said
about the calf: "These are your gods, Israel, who brought
you up from the land of Egypt" (*eleh elohecha Yisrael
asher he'elucha me'eretz Mitzrayim*). The calf was able
to co-opt the very same Exodus language! There is
nothing inherent in the Exodus narrative that logically
prevents making a golden calf — the Exodus alone does
not exclude idolatry. A certain mindset can build the calf
using the same "asher he'elucha" framework. Both the
true commandment and the idolatrous claim
.use the same "who brought you up" language

Therefore, after the calf, the entire Exodus-based self-
identification of God is set aside, and a completely
new revelation comes — the Thirteen Attributes —
representing a fundamentally different kind of

.knowledge of God

What Is Absent from This New Revelation

This new revelation mentions neither the Exodus
.nor the Creation of heaven and earth

[Side Digression: Creation in the Torah]

Creation of heaven and earth is almost never mentioned
outside of Sefer Bereishis. The Torah barely speaks of
the creation of the world beyond that. The Rambam
similarly did not build his theology primarily on
creation, because he held that even creation is a "very
.small" matter (in terms of theological significance)

The Rambam's Deliberate Truncation of the .17

Verse — Further Analysis
Whenever the Rambam cites the verse "Anochi Hashem
Elokecha," he cuts it off before "asher hotzeiticha
me'eretz Mitzrayim" — the Exodus clause does not
interest him for the purpose of defining the first
commandment. Others have noted this: the Smag (Sefer
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,(7m2) Shemoneh Perakim that angels have free will
though with one crucial difference from humans: they
can only choose good, never evil. This parallels how God
.has free will yet cannot do evil

Brief Side Digression: The Meaning of "Ratzon'"]
[(Will)

Our assumption that will requires the ability to choose
evil is challenged by the fact that God has will yet cannot
choose evil. This was discussed in a previous shiur and is
.not elaborated further here

The Governor Analogy

The Rambam himself brings the analogy: God is like a
The .(m%w) king who governs through a governor
governor is not the ultimate authority — the king can
always override him — but under normal circumstances,
the governor makes decisions independently. This is
operate in (021> ,0°087») how the intermediate forces
the world. They are genuine decision-makers within a
delegated framework, more like two people interacting
.than like a mechanical force

Knowing God Exists Beyond the Intermediate .21
Powers Is Itself a Profound Achievement

Given this layered system of powers, even recognizing
that there is a God above all these forces is an
enormous intellectual feat (*chiddush*). Abraham's
:journey is paradigmatic

An ordinary person sees only the immediate — his -
"father Terach "runs the world

A slightly wiser person realizes the sun has greater -
power than any human — this is already a level of
science/knowledge

A deeper thinker grasps the entire astronomical -
system and realizes it cannot be self-generating — there
must be a greater cause

Key insight: That "greater cause" is not yet God — -
according to the Rambam, it's an angel. One must then
investigate the entire world of angels, understand how it
works, and then realize that even *that* is insufficient —
there must be something higher still. Only *then* does

.one arrive at God

The Kabbalists add further layers: what you think is -
God may only be a sefirah, and one must understand
the entire system of sefirot, and even beyond that there

.is yet another level (Ein Sof)

This is a natural progression of understanding
.most people never complete it — (*mwn Toom*)

The Rambam's "Aino Guf' Means Far More Than
People Think

God is not a body" doesn't merely mean God isn't a"
human — nobody ever thought that literally. It means
God is not the universe, not the first sphere, not any
single force. Even an angel is "not a body." Reaching the
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(*galgalim*). What moves the spheres? Angels. And so
.on upward

Everything is true simultaneously: It is true that
God made everything, but it is also true that the world
operates through intermediate forces (*kochos*). The
Rambam says God is called "Elohei ha'Elohim" — the
God of gods. What does "Elohim" mean here? Not idols
— it means angels, forces, the powers that run the
sun every day. It is a great *chiddush* (novelty) to be
the God of the angels, because there is a very reasonable
argument (the argument of Nimrod, or of the generation
of Enosh) that one should serve/honor these
intermediate forces, since they are the ones actually
.running things

The Logic of Idolatry

The world is run by multiple layers of forces (*olamos*).
We are in the lowest world, with almost no control.
Above us are higher powers that govern us. If one wants
things to go well, one must appeal to them — they are
God's agents (*sheluchim®), but they are the practical
.reality

Prayer, sacrifices, giving honor — all of these
naturally gravitate toward the intermediate forces,
because they are the ones visibly operating. This is the
entire subject (*noseh*) of idolatry: it is not irrational —
.it follows from the observable structure of the world
Side Digression: The Ramban's View and the Nature]
[of Idolatrous Forces

The Ramban explains that one actually does receive
power from these forces (unlike praying to a virus,
which does nothing). The Rambam understood the
celestial forces as genuinely active — they actually do
things — unlike a dead idol (*alil*) which does nothing.
The stars, in the Rambam's understanding, genuinely
run the world (astrology is wrong only because it is the
wrong *method* of understanding the stars, not because
.the stars lack influence)

However, whether the Ramban's framework is exactly
the same as the Rambam's remains uncertain. This is a
deep inquiry (*chakirah amukah*) — one must account
for the entire Kabbalistic framework as well. The matter

.is flagged as unresolved

Key distinction: The Rambam's understanding of
star-worship is not the same as worshipping a dead
idol. The stars/angels actually do things — they are real
forces. The Rambam's point is precisely that this makes
idolatry a serious intellectual temptation, not mere

.foolishness

Clarifying the Nature of Intermediate Powers .20
The Rambam's understanding of the intermediate forces
is not like worshipping a dead rock. These (2°2x%2/0 W)
forces are real agents — they act, they have genuine
existence and power. The Rambam explicitly states in
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The Raavad already cites contradictory midrashim -
against the Rambam's account

The deeper point: The answer to "who created the
world?" is readily available — "an angel." Most people
would be satisfied with that answer. Abraham's
greatness was pushing further: "Who created the angel?"

.— and this requires far deeper investigation

This was the drama and reality of the world until
Abraham: a constant cycle where truth was discovered,
lost, rediscovered, and lost again. This remains the
ongoing situation of the world — arriving at genuine
knowledge of God is extraordinarily difficult, and most
people, even intelligent ones, stop short at intermediate

.explanations

Abraham's Two Revolutionary Innovations .25

Abraham is called "the God of Abraham" (*Elokei
Avraham*) precisely because he discovered something
genuinely new. His innovation was not merely
intellectual — he proposed two practical solutions to

:the structural problem of forgetting God

(7= 7m2y) Innovation #1: The Prohibition of Idolatry
Before Abraham, there was no prohibition -
against idolatry. The wise person who served
intermediary forces had a legitimate calculation — he
knew God was above them. There was nothing formally

.wrong with what he did

Abraham's insight: Even if the original practitioner -
(like Enosh) had correct intentions, the system
inevitably causes forgetting within a few
generations. He tells Enosh, in effect: "You're
righteous, you do everything correctly, but you make
one mistake — your system causes every fourth person
to forget the whole matter, and within another
generation people know only the forces/powers and not

".the Supreme Being at all

Abraham's solution: Completely prohibit idolatry -
— not just the worship itself, but all its accessories,
customs, temples, cities where it's practiced, buying
from its merchants. He created hundreds of
commandments and fences (*gederim*) around the

.burial of idolatry

does not 771 M2y :Key redefinition of idolatry
necessarily mean worshipping "another god" — it means
worshipping any intermediary force between
you and God, even one that genuinely exists and is not
truly separate from God. Abraham declared this

.forbidden nonetheless

Some of the prohibited practices were indeed foolish -
(*shtuyot*), but some were not inherently foolish at the

.basic level — yet all were prohibited regardless
Abraham himself approached this with *chesed* -
(kindness/persuasion), but Moses later escalated:
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understanding of what God truly is requires centuries of
.intellectual work

The Logic of Dor Enosh Was Not Foolish .22

The generation of Enosh reasoned: "the king sits in his
palace, only the great sages understand that a king
exists; I deal with the traffic policeman who gives me
tickets" — this is actually a reasonable argument.
but does not (nvw) The Rambam calls it foolishness
explain why it's foolishness. The Ramban provides an
explanation; the Rambam does not. This is identified as
.a major unresolved problem

The Great Sages and the Cyclical Tragedy .23

There were always great sages (Chanoch, Metushelach,
Noach, and among non-Jews — Aristotle, etc.) who
understood the full picture: that all intermediate forces
that God is the ultimate source of ,(n>72v) are servants
everything. For them, the primary service of God was
— (ov vw) "knowledge — knowing that "there exists
.the first commandment

The Recurring Cycle

:Two levels of people always existed

they think the idol literally is — (ay 17277) The masses .1
God

The slightly educated — they learn that the idol .2
symbolizes the stars, and are satisfied with this
explanation. This explanation is not false — but it is
.incomplete

:The recurring cycle

A great sage figures out the full truth -

He cannot transmit it effectively to the next generation -

Within a few generations, knowledge degrades back to -
worshipping intermediate forces

A new sage must spend "500 years" rediscovering what -
was already known

The Rambam states: "The Rock of the universe — -
no one in the world recognized Him" — this is the
reality of a revolving cycle (*galgal ha-chozer*)

Abraham's Unique Achievement .24

The Rambam says Abraham did not learn from Shem
and Ever (despite other midrashim saying he did).
:Possible reasons

Perhaps one must arrive at this understanding -
independently

Perhaps Abraham simply couldn't find a teacher — if -
most of the world, even the wise, were "fooled" about the
basic truth, finding the right sage would require

extraordinary fortune
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Most other Jews forgot — because there was still no -
formal law (*Torah*), no binding legal system. The
Abrahamic tradition was a custom (*minhag*), not a
commandment (*mitzvah*). Someone who served

.idolatry faced no punishment

[Side Digression: Joseph and Egyptian Religion]
Joseph spoke to Pharaoh about "God" (*Elokim*), but -
what did Pharaoh understand by that word? Pharaoh
understood it as referring to some intermediary deity —
"elohim acherim" — some powerful force, essentially
another "deity" in the pagan framework, not the

.Supreme Being

Joseph himself may have participated in Egyptian -
religious customs "for the sake of peace" (*mipnei
darkhei shalom*), since there was no formal prohibition

.yet. Before Moses, this was permissible

Even Jacob — despite being a patriarch — the situation -
was complicated. Perhaps outside the Land of Israel
different rules applied. Multiple Midrashic traditions
.and the complexity of the matter are acknowledged

The Normal Social Dynamic

The principle "*azla 1'karta azla b'nimusa*" — when you
go to a city, follow its customs — meant it was natural
and even considered proper for the Israelites in
Egypt to participate in local religious festivals. Being a
.bad neighbor was socially unacceptable

Moses' revolution was declaring "*u-v'khol elohei
Mitzrayim e'eseh shefatim*" God will execute
judgment on all the gods of Egypt. The idea that you
should mnot participate in your neighbors' religious
practices, even at the cost of social friction, was a radical
.innovation

The Structural Problem Persists

The Rambam presents the situation sharply — the Jews
served idolatry in Egypt. Some Midrashim agree, as do
verses in Ezekiel. This is debated, and some want to
defend (*melameid zekhut*) the Jews, but the core point
stands even in a more charitable reading: as long as
the prohibition was merely a pious custom
(*middat chasidut*) rather than binding law, it
could not prevent the masses from forgetting.
The structural flaw identified at the beginning — that
without formal, enforceable law, knowledge of God
.Inevitably erodes — reasserted itself in Egypt

Mission: Restoration and .28
Systematization of Abraham's Insight

Moses'

The Core Problem Was Systemic, Not Individual
The problem of idolatry was never that *no one* served
God — there were always righteous individuals (e.g., the
tribe of Levi) who maintained truth. The real problem
was that this remained a matter of private family
custom ("minhag avoseinu"), not a universal law or
system. As long as the entire surrounding world served
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anyone who touches idolatry is subject to the death
.penalty, no discussion, whether willing or not

("7 mm2y) Innovation #2: Direct Worship of God
Before Abraham, people knew about God but did -
not serve God directly. All worship/service was

.directed at intermediary forces

Abraham introduced the radical idea of performing -
worship — sacrifices, prayers, songs of praise —
.directed at the First Cause Himself

He built an altar "to God" (*la-Hashem*) — the Torah -
.records this as the first altar explicitly dedicated to God

The pedagogical mechanism: The genius of this
system is that it creates a mechanism of
remembrance (*zekhirah*). When a child asks
"Father, for whom are you making this sacrifice?" the
father answers: "Not for this star, not for that star — that
is idolatry, punishable by death. I make this sacrifice for
God Himself." The child asks: "What does God get from
a sacrifice?” The answer: "*nachat ruach lefanai

she'amarti v'na'aseh retzoni*" — satisfaction that His
.will was fulfilled

The paradox: While Abraham prohibited all idolatrous
practices, he simultaneously adopted certain forms
from those very practices (temples, sacrifices, prayers,
liturgical orders) — but redirected them toward God
alone. The declaration "*1'shem isheh rei'ach nicho'ach
la-Hashem*" (for the sake of a fire-offering, a pleasing
.aroma to God) is what transforms the act

Side Digression: The Rambam's Problem with Pre-]
[Abrahamic Sacrifices

If the Rambam says sacrifices were instituted as a
counter to idolatry, what about Adam's sacrifices
mentioned in Midrash? The Torah text itself doesn't
mention Adam making sacrifices (only Midrash does).
This is acknowledged as "a good question" but left
.unresolved

The Transmission from Abraham Through the .26
Patriarchs

Abraham's innovations were mnot prophetic
commands or written law — the Rambam says
Abraham did not receive these as formal
commandments. Rather, Abraham determined this was
the right thing to do, and the practice was adopted. Isaac
and Jacob continued the practice. Abraham himself
agreed that the tribe of Levi should be appointed
.(*memuneh*) over divine service and teaching

The Crisis in Egypt .27

The system broke down when the Israelites went to
:Egypt

The Levites remembered — they sat and learned -
.and maintained the truth
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Side Digression: Classroom Exchange on] ### <
[Simplicity

A student raises a question about whether this insight <
seems too simple. The response: it seems simple *now*
only because someone once taught it. Before it was
articulated, no one grasped it — just as one can see
thousands of idols in India today and it "occurs to no
one." Many basic discoveries seem obvious only after
they are first revealed. "Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh" was such a
moment of revelation — profoundly simple on the
.surface, but deep in true understanding

Two Practical Commandments in .30
Egypt: Pesach and Milah

Beyond the intellectual teaching, Moses also gave the
Jews practical commandments even before Sinai.
The Midrash identifies two mitzvot given in Egypt as a
"merit" (*zekhut*) for the Exodus

a) Korban Pesach (the Paschal Lamb) = Destruction
of Idolatry

The Rambam explains that the Egyptians worshipped
the lamb (the ram/Aries being the head of the zodiacal
signs, the greatest celestial force). Slaughtering the lamb
was an act of shattering idolatry — physically
destroying the object of Egyptian worship. This is one of
the Rambam's major proofs that sacrifices
(*korbanot*) in general are connected to anti-idolatry.
He cites earlier sources (Targum and others) for this
reading. Some of the sacrifice is burned (destroying the
"shell"/*klipah* of idolatry) and some is eaten (as a
.korban to God) — both dimensions are present

Moses'

b) Brit Milah (Circumcision) = Positive Service of God

(Avodat Hashem)
The Rambam himself states that one reason for
circumcision is that it serves as a sign in the flesh of
belief in God — a marker identifying the believers.
Abraham had already instituted this; Moses formalized
it as a commandment. This is based more on a *drasha®
.(homiletical reading) than the plain text of the narrative

Structural pairing: Pesach = the *negative*
dimension (breaking idolatry); Milah = the *positive*
dimension (establishing service of God). Together they

.constitute Moses' complete program

The Rambam's Grand Thesis: The True .31
Meaning of the Exodus

The Rambam's overall interpretation of Yetziat
:Mitzrayim
The objective of the Exodus was not merely physical -

Jiberation from slavery

It was the establishment of a system to break idolatry -
.and institute the worship of the one God
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idols, knowledge of God gradually eroded. The fact was
.that the world had collectively forgotten God

Moses' Innovation = The Meaning of the Exodus
Moses came at the time of the Exodus with a
tremendous chiddush: he brought back Abraham's
original teaching that one must not serve idolatry, and
he added that this is now a mitzvah (commandment)
— i.e., it became formalized as law, not merely personal

.conviction

The Exodus and Matan Torah are conceptually linked.
Though the Torah was given later at Sinai, in this sense
"Matan Torah" *is* "Yetziat Mitzrayim" — the Exodus is

.the moment this project begins

The Rambam's Interpretation of "Mah Shemo" .29
(What Is His Name?) — Exodus 3:13

The Rambam explains Moses' question to God at length.
Moses asks: "When they ask me 'What is His name?' —
"?what shall I say

Simply stating a name is meaningless — you can call
God any name and it proves nothing. The real issue was
:twofold

Problem 1: Who says God sent you? (This could -
perhaps be resolved by a miracle/sign.)

Problem 2 (the deeper problem): "Mi Hashem?" -
?— Who says there *is* a God at all

Important qualification: The Jews were *not*
atheists (*apikorsim®). Rather, they were idolaters:
they believed in various intermediate forces (angels,
stars, constellations) but had lost awareness of the one,
primary God who stands behind everything. The
problem was that living within the normal order of the
world, it is very difficult to speak about "Ehyeh Asher

.Ehyeh" (I Am That I Am)

Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh" as a Compressed Proof of God's"
Existence

The Rambam interprets "Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh" (following
Rav Saadia Gaon) as meaning "the Necessary
Existent" (*mechuyav ha-metzi'ut*) — "the One who
exists by virtue of His own existence." This was not
merely a name but a condensed philosophical
argument, a brief version of the "Gate of Unity"
(*Sha'ar HaYichud*) — adapted to the people's level of
.understanding

The point was not to add *another god* to Egypt's
already full pantheon. Egypt had plenty of gods. What
was missing was the concept of God's absolute unity
— a being of an entirely *different category* from all
specific deities (who represent particular forces of
nature, specific constellations, etc.). Moses had to
convey something that is prior to all definitions and

.categories
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greater chiddush than "Anochi Hashem Elokecha"
from Yetziat Mitzrayim. Previously, knowledge of God
was maintained only by isolated wise individuals. The
Exodus created a communal, perpetual system —

.an entire nation dedicated to preserving monotheism

Personal admission: This remains very difficult to
fully understand. It connects to the "Mah Nishtanah" —
children don't truly understand, and perhaps adults
barely do either. It requires deep work to explain

.properly

The Practical Consequence: Jewish Separation .34
from the Nations

The Rambam in Hilchot Avodah Zarah states: "Just as
Israel is separated from the nations — from idol
worshippers — in their beliefs, so must they be
separated in their actions" — not eating their bread,
.not drinking their wine, not eating their meat

This separation is not because no individual gentile can
know God. A non-Jew can eat pork and still arrive at
knowledge of God through philosophical inquiry. The
separation exists because of the communal mission:
ensuring that the system of transmitting pure

.monotheism to future generations remains intact

The Central Argument: Judaism vs. .35

Christianity — The Real Difference

Christians also believe in one God. The great theologians
among them claim the Trinity is really unity — it's
"aspects" (*bechinot*), not separate gods. Kabbalistic
language can even be marshaled to explain such ideas.
?So what is the real Jewish objection

:The Rambam's answer (as framed here)

What does a Christian actually worship in practice? A <
created being (*nivra*). That is the fact. Whatever
the theologians say about aspects, unity, and mystical
explanations — in reality, the common Christian

.worships a human being, a creature

What did Jews throughout history give their lives for? <
So that when their children are asked "How
many gods are there?" they answer: ONE. Not
"one that is three," not "one with aspects" — simply

.ONE

This is the entire point of the Exodus and Moshe
.Rabbeinu's mission according to the Rambam

The Fundamental Structural Difference: .36
Direction of Education

The deepest distinction between Judaism and all
forms of idolatry/Christianity, formulated as a principle
:about educational direction
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Egypt" can be understood both literally and" -
metaphorically: Egypt was the epicenter of idolatry (the
world of stars, constellations, angels, intermediate
forces). Leaving Egypt means breaking free from

.that entire framework

The Kabbalists go further and read "Mitzrayim" -
entirely as a metaphor for the "world of idolatry," but
the Rambam's point is that even on the *factual,

.historical* level, this is what happened at the Exodus

The Crucial Innovation: A Transmissible .32
System, Not Individual Wisdom

:The key chiddush of the Exodus

The novelty was not that there could exist a lone <
righteous sage who knows God — that had always been
possible, among Jews and non-Jews alike. The novelty
was the creation of a system that could be
transmitted to children ("ve-higadeta le-vinkha")

.and that children would not forget

This is why the Haggadah and the Seder emphasize
telling children, asking "Mah Nishtanah," etc. — because
the entire point is the perpetuation of the system. And
it has worked: it has been a very long time, and there are
still Jews who do not serve idolatry — and eventually

.even the non-Jewish world learned from this

The system is built on two pillars: (1) the prohibition
of idolatry, and (2) the positive institution of serving
.God

The Rambam's Chiddush Deepened: "Ki Ani .33
"Hashem" vs. "Anochi Hashem

The Rambam says "Ki Ani Hashem" (for I am God) —
he does not say "Anochi Hashem" (I am God). The
:distinction matters

Knowing that God exists is NOT the chiddush of -
Yetziat Mitzrayim. That knowledge was always available
to the *yechidei segulah* (exceptional individuals)
through rational inquiry — it's an intellectual matter

.accessible at all times

The chiddush of Yetziat Mitzrayim is the -
nullification of idolatry (*bittul avodah zarah*).
The Exodus demonstrates something *practical* and

.new
Therefore, if one wants to give a Pesach shiur based on
the Rambam, one should teach from Hilchot Avodah
Zarah, not Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah. Yesodei HaTorah
is always true, but it's not the specific innovation of the

.Exodus

The Grand System: Perpetual Knowledge of God in
the World

The Rambam describes a system — "sheyihyeh

ba'olam tamid yedi'at Hashem" (that there should
always be knowledge of God in the world). This is a far
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deepest truth. The deep truth involves aspects, levels,
and mystical categories — but the *chinuch*
(education), the first message, must be uncompromising
monotheism. When that line blurs, it approaches the

.very structure of avodah zarah

Summary of the Rambam's Pshat on Yetziat .37
Mitzrayim

Moshe Rabbeinu's chiddush was NOT "Anochi -
Hashem Elokecha" (the bare fact of God's existence)
.— that was always knowable

The chiddush was "Lo yihyeh lecha" — the active, -
communal, perpetual rejection of idolatry and the
establishment of a nation that would transmit pure

.monotheism to its children forever

:This operates on three levels -
Lo yihyeh lecha" — no other gods" .1
Lo Elohecha" — a deeper negation" .2

Lo ta'aseh lecha" — don't make any image or" .3
likeness — the practical prohibition, including not
intermarrying with idolaters

Closing: Deferral of Remaining Interpretations .38
Two more pshattim remain to be presented — associated
with the Ramban: one more in the mode of peshat
(plain meaning) and one more in the mode of Kabbalah.
These are deferred to the next session, with the third

.possibly reserved for the Seder itself

Final statement: "Das iz di nekudah" — This is the
.essential point

IR DY IR ,077%7 NIR'YY HR7 1X01D vuw oy 1R vkt [Kabbalah
WA AIRT DD T WALW X OTD ORD WA IRD R IR
DI DU AIRT WA L, TTNIW0IR

"7 PR ORT ,T°T DTRDVIVTR WOWIWOR IWT YN ,IW0IVN YIWTIR
,T°T DIVTYIDYT W YN ,IWOWIVOR T AT 0T PO VIVR LIRTRA
TOROURT OORM WT PR OPRLUAT W PR P2 WN LMY W
TARXT AWK PPOR 7 00IR" SS0RDVD IR 07X 1D JYANIVADIIN
Anokhi Hashem Elokekha asher hotzetikha] "o™xn yaxn
me'eretz Mitzrayim: I am the Lord your God who took
7" YRIRI 7 TIRY uR X .[you out of the land of Egypt
W R ORI Ll LORT v vyt [Tanakh: the Hebrew Bible]
Y7 OXN AT [navi: prophet] X°21 97 WM HRWKR VYA
DRAVIR LIRT PRIRA 0T IR TT V2O OXM LTTR VO DR WOWIYAOR
JIRT YIRDP R TR ORT .08 IRV 119 R 0T

72993 TR 77 ORN LR WT WIR ,0PPYITR 0T ,IWVIYN VIWTIR IR
OYIR PP AR .OMIXA 71O IR T JAIYADIIR LRI ORN WT PR PR
mpn YOR 07 19 IR [pesukim: verses] oopwoo ¥OR T o

.[mekorot: sources]
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Among the nations (including Christianity and
:ancient idolatry)

The common people and children are taught -
multiplicity — three gods, twenty-five gods, six hundred
.gods — whatever the popular religion presents

The wise elite/philosophers know that ultimately -
.it's all "aspects of one thing" (*bechinot*)

:Among the Jews, it is precisely the reverse

The children and common people are taught first -
.and foremost: There is only ONE God. Full stop

The great mystics/mekubalim, when they go -
deeper, discover ten sefirot, multiple aspects and powers
— but this comes *after* the foundation of absolute

.unity is established

[Side Digression: The Rashbash's Quip]

The Rashbash (R. Shlomo ben Shimon Duran) reported
that someone once said to a mekubal: "The gentiles
believe in three and you believe in ten — what's the big
difference?" This is acknowledged as a genuine question
with a genuine answer, but the answer lies precisely in
.the *direction* of education described above

Side Digression: Application to Internal Jewish]
[Debates

Some Jews have been accused of speaking about their
Rebbes in terms that come dangerously close to
deification. The response is always: "But it's only a
*bechinah* (aspect), it's written in the sources, it's
"...true

The response: The essence of Judaism is what you
tell the children, not what you think in the

5% Yionn |
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de-leita dami: a matter whose majority has been
nullified is considered as if it doesn't exist - a Talmudic
.[principle
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007 T AP IRI PN PR L,V POX VIRN ...0"2m7 WT ,08T NI
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chiluk:] m»n x &7 X0 ,[yechidi: individually]
IR TR ,0N0 VIR WA N PIPN YYD L X PR'D WaR L[ distinction
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[u-bifrat: and especially] v1921 ,770 R 58 1 08D NROY?
PR'D 77 TR LJOIRT TWLIYA LIPW BIWINT OPYT JWNVA TR PR'D
hamtza'ah: the] nxu»7 7 wIva LRI JWn ORN wAn

VD TR P12 VT ,P1P°T T PR ORT Lwl [reality/existence
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zekher li-Yetziat Mitzrayim: a remembrance of the] o13n
ORT'D LWD DR 28N X wn 7787 oxNXD ,[Exodus from Egypt
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W 2R 0IRT PR L,0VOR ONon L,0¥YR PIW PR DUYRAYT VT IR LXT
VW IR LAIRT VNYA TR OYOR IR DOROYA AR TR VO OV WA
193 Wwar [meduyak: precise] phTn vwel WIR 30N
TR ORI TORW °7 ,79RW YOIIA R X7 X 0V ,[bifnim: internally]
nogea lema'aseh: practically] nwynb v X PR 0y ,j0°1 2N
oY IR JART VP VR WD VIWTIR YOXR DYOX uX73 ov .[relevant
X [shitot: approaches/methods] mww >Pn ¥9R  LRA
Rishonim: early medieval rabbinic] 2nwxa 19 ,0»pw R
Acharonim: later rabbinic] o1nx ,[authorities
,0°010 *7 19 ,[mekubalim: Kabbalists] o*>21pn ,[authorities
»T N9 WK Wy o1 ,[Chassidim: Hasidic Jews] a»71°on
wurv W7 PR OXN ,[peshat: interpretation] vws ¥IYTIR IX LR

."09%n PARA AR WK TROR 1 o0R"

9 ORI IR L0V AINT PR ORI IRD ,MUDNR T PNVA TR OX
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.0™%n NR°Y° 119 [nosa: topic] Xw1 07 7w

yotze min haklal:] 97377 12 R¥» PR ROWP PR OV IR 7D PR
X DI TR ,OTR JUIRIV IR VINRNYIT LW WIVT IR ,[exception
nitchanekh:] T3N3 P2 PR M AR IR M2 LLUNT
torot:] mmn vy Wn LLwvavn 07 7R [educated/raised
VIRIY WLIVA R TR LIART NN 07 R i o’ ,[Torah teachings
woivn X IR WIR [davens: prays] vinRT woivn X WX ,27N0R
TYT OXT PR ORI :DIHR T IX VIRIV W IR LLIRT YR N PIURID
NROXY TART LW W73 JW0IVA 217 P0PRPWITR IRT 0T ORT PR ORI PORA
Raklkisa

Torah: the Jewish] 770 57 87 9™ JwLwn 21 IR 0 TR
71 ,0°7¥1 NROXY 1D IR T IWIVT TR LW 1ART R .[Bible/Law
TR ORN 27771 .79P PR ORN JWVIVA 277 .70 X JART ORI 77X 77 1ART
D WLIWN YIWTIR L,INN 0T PR 0IN93 W L,T00 X LRI W PR KR
Matan Torah: the giving of the Torah at Mount] 770
myiaw 1o [ma'aseh: event] nwyn >7 X 70 nn .[Sinai
oD 19 Awvn °7 vl X ,[Shavuot: the holiday of Weeks]
[nekudah: point] 77p1 ¥yw7IR IR PR'D .IWYD YIWTIR IR TPR'D
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X7 X X7 PR OV ,770 X XT PR OV ,PYIVA R KT X O¥ IX LI 770
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NROZY TV VTV 19,010 VART PR PO LIRT 0T DRI TRIVIIVA X
[yesod: foundation] 70> >7 1°X 0IRI2 10D IX VIRT WA ,07I¥N
be-] awynb va 187 n YOR X ,[emunah: faith] nnnx 7 19
,J20% PR PR 0¥ eon Lin reality ,[lemaaseh: but in practice
TART OXM JWLIVA ,97377 1A OORY RT WHKR ..INR PO 2 IR PR 70
ORTY 77 VAVID M3 R IR ,TIR 719 217 WAR ,WIYTIR WK VIOV W
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ART PR .70 0 W DART PAWOWIVAIR T TR ORN T VAVID W
TOR TR 770 IR TR JART 120X YR YR L1702V LW PR OV IR DY)
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nR*Y> X 87 R'0 ,[avodah ha-yom: service today] arn amay
L[bikurim: first fruits] o122 ¥17 wmava IRT W ORI ,0°IXN
LJUY2IR U3 DY IR D01 2793 TR ,0°77192 YIVT LY
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orot la-avodat Hashem:] owig nmMayb MR oxY
X R ORT TR LW 797 R L[lights/energies for serving God
LY TR ORN ,LYAIR DX ,TVP ORI IRT R X ORT I,V OXM NI
TR LYT 197 ,27V2Y7 JYNYA OV IR PI0D 77 PR WAR ,IRT YOTVaYh 1R
JLYIIRYA TR'D TR TRINTD ,ORT VART X221 77 TR 720 112K
Yirmiyahu ha-navi: the prophet] 217 "7 vyn “9p0wa
T IRT LRI WLWIWASR WT IR L™ okN [Jeremiah
ve-ahavti] "oonX cnanX1” 0% TDOITR T JRMAYAOMIN
lekhtekh] "12722 »anx no%" ,[etkhem: and I loved you
acharai ba-midbar: your following Me in the wilderness
0¥ LIVIRLWIRD JART TR T IX LIMA LJONT YOXR ,[- Jeremiah 2:2
L0787 NRYTY IRI VOY AIRD W IRT ORI

0oYN T WNVA IRI PR OXT AR ,DARTVA ORT UK X237 707 19N
VYPEIYT WA BRI VR TR VIRIVYA LR YR ,0AVIVA JART 1T IR
wn [mesorah: tradition] 77107 7 NP PR AR ,WTR 0T IND
AR 1T WIVT RN VOIRMYA LRI TV ,OVT ND DTV PIR LR
Eretz Yisrael: the] PXw° yaxR PR RT IRT JWIIRN M7 VnIpya
Bayit Rishon:] pwxa noa ma & ,pxr ax? L[Land of Israel
SR LRT LIRN YA LIVT ORT wn Wwp W [the First Temple
2IVMIPYA WIR 1T WY

JVANYADIR R WUWIVAOR YT ,0°I80 LIVAVA DRAR ART TR
VDT LAWYN YRIRA 07 LRI YIR X O°I¥M 71D VAIWI2AVA ORT UK
X VIVIVI URT'D ,0IV0 LIRAYA LXRA'D ,A117 X DYDY URIYA ORT LN
ofen:] 1DIX QYT IR LW ,QVIOP X VYOI DY VIV LIOT LWLIVA
.[manner

27WITIVWHYA OXT TOT VKT PN
X X7 r'D ?[geulah: redemption] 77383 >7 1AM 13RT OXT WOWP

A1IYDD R JANT ORT PN, T1AIN DIWTY 0T JANT ORT PN ...ORI P09
NalyRla
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R 7 WNYA PR'D N DLIRAYT TWITPYWOYA T UKD IR 70 TR
the era of Abaye and Rava - fourth-generation] x171 »ax7
Ramban:] 3"am1 w7 X ox7 .[Babylonian Amoraim
Masekhet Shabbat:] naw naon X >ux vaxt [Nachmanides
ORT IR T X AR ,087 Wnn vl n X ,[tractate Shabbat
techilat Bayit Sheni:] *3 n°2 n%nn 115 TWITPYVLYI W TR
oMW X X L[the beginning of the Second Temple period

T
lo ye'amer od chai] "7 °n 71y 8> X2' 0ARTYA IRT ORI PI0D W7
Hashem: it shall no longer be said 'as the Lord lives' -
W NP2 IRT LIPA'D L,0UPRAYT IXT vIPn'D PR [Jeremiah 23:7
W AT wn [Bayit Sheni: the Second Temple period]
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leshem yichud: for the] "1 ow®' vaxy T ,7I%H X PR ORT ,IN
mxn o»p?" ,[sake of unification - a kabbalistic formula
lekayem mitzvat sipur Yetziat] 'ozn nxox> 7190
Mitzrayim: to fulfill the commandment of recounting
7 7D BWD T RTIX ,IPNVOLRN '23¥n nxowh 701" L [the Exodus
719 J2Y7 IR IR TR DY 0T AR ,TI0Y X PR'D LU PR TR
7 PX OX7 ,[mitzvot: commandments] n1¥n >7 v1 WIR 77N
i

JJART T 11D AU VAVTIR 119 VIR ,0°7%2 NRCYY PR LW PR OV

AFTVAYY NP IR 2OORM NROKY PN 12RO 97

TR LWAIM WT W TR PR Wwn vyt [navi: prophet] X021 07 PR
TTR 9T IRD JART TP R*21°7 IR IR?P W1 WOR IR PR X217 IR 70
18 vl n L[shekatzim: abominations] @%pw wivT pav IR
DR TIRY PIV IR ,D°IZA 1D JWANYADMIR PIV ORI WLWIVANR 1TV
hakarat ha-] 2107 n7277 X 00PHW VY1 PR'D 2R ,PIIX VYOIINRA
208N [tov: gratitude

mowR" ?x 17 wakt [Shmuel: the prophet Samuel] Hxmw
,[va-eshlach lifneikhem: and I sent before you] "o>°19%
daf ches] Xnp %22 '7 97 7 IR LY PIWT PR L,HRINY NI LW
X7 PR L[Bava Kama: page 8 of tractate Bava Kama
VAYIAYA VWD ART TR L,DIEA IROTY 11D 2OPI0D VIR TIOPYIIVARTIX
AOR ,OY7ARID PP ORAIVP TR DY IR LAVT YR DR2 ,D°N°21 YOR
vxn [Asaf: one of the Levitical singers in the Temple]
ha'azinah ami torati: Give] "nmn "ny amRa" 2R ,0IRTYA
wnar wR" [ear, my people, to my teaching - Psalm 78:1
asher avoteinu sipru lanu: which our fathers] "u% 190
haggadot:] nm7an >7 19 ¥} X 087 ,[told us - Psalm 78:3
livnei Korach:] nap °12% ywovaxaa >7 ,[Passover narratives
mizmor:] Mmin X X7 PR 0¥ ?X° ,[to the sons of Korach
;001 v ,[Tehillim: Psalms] o°%°nn X v»vw oxn [psalm
R ORT TW9IPTIR WIR IND WX NIPHA T ARA PR 07X OVwa
VR PIV LR LD D OMIR RL,™MI7 179°0 101K R, mva
TP PR ,29E JUIRAVA OF ORI WLWIWOR PR L09MIOVA LWL R
ov ,[drashah: sermon] nwa7 & wvaxr 2w ,[kitzur: in short]

LTI YT IRD DIVO VIRM

peshuto shel mikra: the] x7pn v vws 87 V7YY P2 WT
oW Cpwd 17758 WeR T X L[plain meaning of Scripture
peshuto shel midrash: the plain meaning of the] w1
URT WOWIYAPR WT LUART W IR L,YORL WT PR oxT ,[Midrash
DRNIRD ,WHIVA 9P VW3 WD OXRINIRD ,0°7¥A 71D JWANYAONIR T
7712V JPNYA TR ORI BRI DX IWOIT ORNIND ,0°K 1°7 DY WOTY
m2W YIyTIR >7 Wwow oxMRe ,[avodah zarah: idolatry] 707
TR?D °1¥ RT PR OV IR DY 2773 X ,X° ,[olot: burnt offerings]
midrash:] w7 >7 M 9K PR YIm WDR L,LhYM 07 X
P TWOR ,av7 1O PN war ,ww [homiletic interpretation
DYDY VM DY IR ,MWT 7 IIRT (VP WA IRN UIYN 0T PR PRYD QW

DMK
N PR ,IVTPP YT ARD RT3 [rabbotai: gentlemen] nmian
72w PR [bachurim: young men] 012 >7 989 18T »3 ;W70
ad ha-yom:] o7 7y 987 & ov ,[yeshivah: Torah academy]
yetzer ha-ra: evil] 771 2% 11 v Py nw X7 [until today
TMAVAIIN T°T LRI WVWIWOR T WAR ,0°K M7 ,[inclination
, 07 D137 ,W0IVA D R T 0T L,O%PHRT DR 172vN 003 119
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72978 TR [geulah: redemption] anwx vavwop X
,[fine] 7702 ,[b'dieved b'dieved: after the fact, not ideal]
LI AIRT'D LRT WwavT's Lpnhva R'D [in practice] nwvnb
7 121 JPOWO IR PRARIRI DIRDYIWOIR DW1 IR W2 9IRT'N
[covenant] n"12 >7 ,[condition] RN Y7 IRT X ORT ,]INT Y9N
ORARIRI WAIRIVAIVIIR TR0 ,0°781 NIRPY 1D

XD X ,[version] X077 1K PR ORT

MBRINT 29 37 — "'manRn mbap' (R0 puenR

kibluhu me'ahavah: they] "727%n ¥71923p" 1% X072 VIVTIR X
TR LWL W7 PR "manRn ymyap” J[accepted it out of love
WHWIVIR T WIR JOWIWINR 1IRD 1TV IWIVT TR L0 0N
QYT 2 TR IRD PTAW IR PR W IR 77 WP 0V ,TNIR IRD DT X
mmwn P Dwh IRT 2RI PR L,0IN IRT VAW WIR LWITYU0
VAR L,BWI IR N2 7 02ha oY ¥ [accounts/calculations]
,[Torah: the Jewish Bible/Law] 770 >7 yoX &1 70987 1R
.0 N 1D YN AIRT'D L,PRAVYI IR DX IRT UDN2'0

NROXY IO WPIVLY N3 TR NN 0T IR LINT 0T JWIVAIR IRT ORI
Purim: the holiday commemorating the] o ,03n
P LW 00 X ayT R0 .[events of the Book of Esther
Purim Torah: humorous Torah teachings] 71n o
0¥ LANT'A ,0017Y N3 TR OX7 ,[traditionally given on Purim
PR "aR7 IMLaR" T IR WITH WY LORRYOR TN 20110 0D
ART PR LAVT O VWL VIV WITP L0ARTA LAIN 20D R DYDY
[reshaim: wicked people] o ywn ¥R 7 X ,0IWAVA PR0PIP
Matan Torah: the giving of the Torah] 70 101 19 87 7797
TUNVA TR ORI 770 97 PR 12793 191 AIRT ORMIRD 17908 [at Sinai
TN NN WNYA PR'D 0N 0701 PR, VI PTINNK TR OPYT

VO JIN WOINUVOT TN ONT

TR OV IR T PR LR 0T VO DAY R MK ,OWHRM 0T AR
Baraita: a] Xn>02 X 09X 7IRNYA LARIYA TR DY ,LOINY W7
7y7x [Tannaitic teaching not included in the Mishnah
11 7wp wn ,[Aggadata: non-legal rabbinic teaching] xn7ax
YWIIRDD T WT R K2POYT OV IR DR LYT 1 AR 91 91 ORN
57 VI WA UORT ORMIRD ,JVIRIW TR R 9IRT I'NAR PR IR INT
me'ahavat ha-] 017 naaRn ,0°79 YN VY1 .2ND PN PN
Rashi: Rabbi] >"wn oxn ,[nes: from love of the miracle
Shlomo Yitzchaki, the primary Torah and Talmud
."017 nanRn" vaRT [commentator
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.[simple straightforward meaning] vws VWD PR OXT
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19y Wwp'n , 7% 70 [Chazal: the Talmudic sages] 2" 1270
midrashim: rabbinic homiletical] owa72 IROX W1
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1N T VOVIY WA LAV 1A VIR PR 770 07 R'D 013N 770 07
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70°7 VIVIVA P2 TR 2N, TR T OXT LIORT VIWTIR PN PR P2
be-torat] "7 nT2Y7 MMIX 17N VWL VYR D°IXN DRV TR LPRD
orot la-avodat Hashem: as lights/energies for serving
RIX W PR ORT IR X UIRID PR WP TR OXN aya»p xs [God

SWYR YUIR T

batel veren:] 17ym %02 L3 0EA NRYYY TR LART WA ORN OXT TN
502 W TR OV IR LIRNWA D02 W X oY 1R v1vn L[be nullified
[Gemara: the Talmud] X373 >7 "1 "R ,0¥ LIRT VA JIRNYA
TR N IOR IWAR ,0°IZA IRVY YN 17V IR MDA R 02792'0 ,0ART
YIYTIR VIR 10,0770 NROXY XD LWL R DI ,07%0 NRY VTV
JJORT
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asher he'elah me-eretz tzafon: who] '1ox yaxn 75w W'
[brought up from the land of the north - Jeremiah 23:8
zman ha-] 791837 a7 ™2 UY2IRYA TR IRT LR ORT WAR L")
.[geulah: the time of redemption
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betokh Bayit Sheni: within the] »1w n»a 7102 1908 11 1wp X
XnNOn .ORT LARTYA LRI WA 7N [Second Temple period
VR ,P10D OYT LARTVA JART T wwivn [mistama: presumably]
IR ,0°787R NROZY PNV PRORTIR ,T2'10D WP 7 IRD LARTYA W
X O NV PR'D LVAIVADMIR IRARORI TR LRI IWUWIYATR WY
lema'aseh:] qwyn ,7702 .RAROTR ,RIANTX TN VIVIVOR R 7072
Y9 AIRT KT T M ,wanowa R'o [in practice

X ORT JIRT ¥OR 7 121 ,1P°W0NIR DRARINRD ,0OYIVLIR W1 IR
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.[mehoveh: ongoing redemption
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Gemara: the] X3 7 "R ,0¥ LART TR JIRNYA D02 I X OV
[mitzvah: commandment] mx»n X v2>%2 oy ,uaxt [Talmud
Yetziat Mitzrayim: the Exodus] om@n nxox pym 3791 %
R I L,DI¥R DRYY DD LTY'A N 170K WwaR L[from Egypt
JJART YIVTIR 0I7R" ,0078 NROX XD DY
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,L.etc] "1 [brought them up from the land of the north
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IR LYOR 7T vyn'o W L[geulah: the time of redemption
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shalom aleichem: peace be upon] 02*%y 01w Wax ,RoYA
TWR IRD VOART ,R? PRI PR VO MR 21R 0O AR L [you
R 21X IWIVNIRT UPX WA OXM UXRX WT X OXN ,[Moshe: Moses]
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AIRD N DN LT NAR DIRTYA JVNYA LRI PR'D ,VARTYA JART 797 OXN
...[middah: trait/custom] 77 X *11 1R X1 PR'D

TIR 5797 77I2Y NOOR PID PIIRTURRYUDOD 7 (@I 0'10a0 wn
2w N7y
TR PROAPLDID R ST 7712V 1D aYYaNTD ¥ nng 97

VARIOR PP POUD R BRI L,UHRRIND PUION-UOYN R NV R 7T 772Y
o7
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:Instructor

ST AMKR T 7Y KT WOYT ,LARTVADMR OV LR WOWIY WT vN
PR'DLTPR PR 07T 712V WML XT 0YT WXNY IR P09y
,[distinctions] 2°p12°1 IR0 R PR'D 20QVITP RO 1IROVAIR VW]
IRO RT PR'D LLPIIWRTNAR PR PR DX LWDW PUAITIR YR R
LR Y7 ORI JIRT 2°0YA RO IRO KT PR'D ,PRAYIR OV 777 VAT ,XIN
L0ORAYT IR, TRMWA [revealed] 77301 HRAR PR'D L1TIDYT DRAIOR
Y XY LTTOR 0T RD LARTVADMIR WLWIVIOR WT LR AR WK TR
VAR LD PR PDWIRD PTNAR LW WOT PR'D LR 0IRIY

PLWARD DY YR DADR VT

799 JIN 0D 1RYINR PR ANER M o7

751 QYT DWW M7 77T 77I2Y DI — nop jaap
:Instructor

07772R 1D WITI YARYT 07 ,1TR X WITN YT R 0O IR 11020 wn
[first of all] %3 7P ,LARTVA IR ,JOVAIRD DY JAN 7 IR,
YW DOXYD0'D TR DIVO 77 TR URA X X7 IR'D IR LW1 ,URA X X7 PR'D X
X ,[their desires] jmxn jw1wa W [specific praise] 7770
uR7 ,017n wok [Ramban/Nachmanides] 1"am7 w7 % 10
19 [plain meaning] vws Y7 OXT VW11 PR OY IWIAR ,LIPNY ORT
the] 2°77X% w7 VW1 0D T TR ORI X X7 PX'D IR X1 ,0"20 Qv
X ,[the God, to distinguish] o°n%x 97277 w7 281 ,[gods

JARTYA T Y ORI WITT 7077

QYT IND NI PR OKRT ...OWK PRI PR W VIRT ORT ,NAR KO X
good] XN v DPWR YO POR L0V UPK .0"am
719 77 1IX ,0" 217 T UART OXT WaR ,[questions with answers
IV Y LR OXT IR IWLYDW LART OV 7N T LARTVA I OF LR OVT
L,V 01 ORT LART ORN WT PR 2"2n7 W7 9N ,009RAYT JavAva
ORN IR ,13T oXN [Midrashic sources] 2w17n W X7 PR TR
miEn YOR Javava WLYDY LR WLWIYAYR . WY
to go to the world and] o>anx1 07w 72°% ,[commandments]
OXM ,77 772y 1o [punishments] owny vox °7 v [others
DRI 0MEA PRI WA AR LPYIVA X TIRNY VIRAYI WRn W 1R

.OY7 0O TONIVAIR W

UV OXT PLOPIVIVA 17 ORI ,NNTA PN JAWAVA P10V W LR OXN
ORT W L, [merit] M2T X DYDY JART VOIRTVX ORI W PR ,WITA PN
,0°7%) NRVXY 7 NVD*IR DYDY VDIRTYA LR Y ,NIDT X DYDY UDIRTVA
X OX11 .[Passover sacrifice] noo 2m1%n 19X 7 [Nva PR OXN DX
nullification of] 777 7712 11072 1°X 10D ,0"2M7 IWT VIRT ?HOD

.[idolatry

1"

mip R [proofs] n1R7 vo1a 0'n"ana 7 N9 YIVR PR ORT
OV ,LAIYI2 W UM L,a7T ATV IR v MW X LRa [sacrifices]
781 P& [Targum — Aramaic translation] owan PR 1w v»ow
X L[earlier source] Mpn Y TIWMD X P LAWY W ,UX
,Awn a2 [verse] 10D oy7 LWYLMY Y LJUIRWYA T JAR7T ORNIRD
omEn o7 M ?[lamb] a0 ov7 jUIRWYA T JART ORMIRD

.90 oyT vTYs jana [Egyptians]

X RT PR 0¥ TR IRI W1 MR 7 DIW? 127 7WR , 00PN YIVTIR PR
TR VART W IR ,NNEA 0MIR TR T 0T W LPOIR WA R OXT ,UR)
slaughter the] ypwuys >7 WYY VOV LRI WOYIVISR WT
107 JAMAVAIR YPRY TPT LR 0V PYpwOvA 07 J0ovw X1 oxN .[idol
Aries —] yv0oYw W7 ORI IWOR TN PV PP VYW PR OV 790
[connection] M>»w X 179% ypXw [the ram constellation
0°7¥7 NRPYY 0T VIMD YPIRDY R ON UM T IR 10w 0N PR XY
[innovating] w7mn 1K W IR 77121 °7 9NV X ORT IR ,JVNVA PR

015°01 71910 | 07ann TIT MWD 0°377 3 207N NRXOD 77N DR D“P‘? b

DONPOR YNV WIVT T IR VW LART T ,0"" 207 YT VIOVWIRD ORT
idol] 771 A7ay 72w YA Wt 1 vaRt 2" w7 ,[heretics]
[forces] mm> ¥98 >7 X7 1°R'D IR LOWNWA 1AR7 7 [worshippers

TORW 0T VNV U1 LYY TR ORT ,TWINEIN

YORNIND 0T PR DAY R N TR ,0¥HPARND 07 ,0ART 2"'an0 WY
7797 1% MW 1 PR ,[natural order of the world] a7 170
vwu»v 2"an w7 oM L[I Am That I Am] 70X WX a8 120
wn ,0"IN0 T VART PN0YADNR TWH URT ORN,TPAR WR AR
TR R MW A D 1R JPWIYACR QYT LAYIDYA LRI 1020
And they will say to me, 'What is His name?'] "?07%x

199V LWl T YR vIRN R 1ART,[?What shall I say to them

2IRD YR PR 7N YRWODRORDD K — "NR WK 7R

TITVONPY WIITIVNUNMI T — NINIEAT 200w o'aann T
:Instructor

,0"2m7 w7 vaRT W .[good question] Xwp vvIx R IRI ,NAR ,NDR
VART TR LTART IR AVR WMWY AR TR LTPAR WK AR IR 7T 7a'D
T 7207 X AN YXMP T R IR OXT IR LT T ORT IR 0"an0 WY
X 17 nn'o [the First Existent] 1wy nxoxn oy jwwivn XD
a"an1 w7 ,[in great brevity] 9173 M¥pa [proof] Ao Spow
Rav] 183 77790 27 9RD IRT LART W PR ,7T 9P'D IR0 77207 PR
the] nmxoxnn 29 X wo»n prax' X [Saadia Gaon
the Existent who] xxn1 “wx xunin ,[Necessary Existent
X PR ORT ,IVIW907IKR 1D A¥N R PR OXT IRIARD INRDIWT X ,[exists
TR YR PR LUIRN R VARTVA ONO VY1 PR oY ,[proof] R Spuw

ORI R ART

MP X LRV PR 0¥ L,[God's name] awn ow
,0017 °9% ,[the Gate of Unity] 771 “vw 119 [abbreviation]
according to their way, according to their] onxwsa 9%
[names] nmmw yox% 18 07X 0"am1 w7 X [understanding

SYPIR LLLIYINT

TIT W PO PIIIPN YRWIDRORDID K uwd 0'a"ann wr
:Instructor

X ,"mw " 1o [Torah portion] awas >7 0"ana 197 vwL™L MR
STRTIVN R AR VIVIVADIR LYT W ,DARTVAD™IR 21X 7T 1 v "
wisdom of] 73%2p5 nnan YAVTIR R IR LIYIYA LRI 2"an WY
T ORA W TP YW Mo [version] non X ovoy ,[Kabbalah
X T 11 OV IR JART X 9PN 30N PR RLWI PR WAVTIR ,DIVIVADNIN
without] MWW X IR PX 0¥ ,J¥N03 WOYVA AP IRT TR UK
PR ,IVDVA 7D P2 YRIRY X OJPNVA PR 2% ,TvLya [measure
TR "7 OYT ,0IMR YT ULYOYA URT OV L,UR) PP LIYOVA LW avITp
X IR ,OYDR IND TR ORI INT VT LRI WHRIR W7 ,[God is One]
M08 0D 0T PR A7 DRT DRARORI ,IVARI R TRI URT OV TR JANT
PR DY M ,WPIV0OW PR W AR ,BIRI ORT LW PR LUR) PR IR
IR PR DY ,WRIVLW WK DO ,]OT PA0D T VA AIRT ,VPIVOY
YWIDORYDD TWAVT IWLYA YR 0T ,IWVYA YIR 07 N IRT LIND VIVTIR
specific flies and vines — i.e., particular] vy o217
specific] vawvan mmn MR poxvoo wIR L [deities
,[definitions] m17a7 ¥ox >7 ,[definitions of natural forces
9127 99121 Y9121 ,NITT7AT VIR 07 IRD IR ORI DYDY JART 1M TR N

JJ¥NIWA 7207 W PR ORT X ,[and so on and so forth]

2VIWD IR OXT PR MR M 72WN PN YIRID
:Student
[Question about the simplicity of this insight]
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19 [rectification] Pp>n w7 X [main point] 9w >7 7982°M
,I87 w7 [continuing] o1 Pwnn 1X'D TR 07 XD 011020 AW
Tonw 19 [matter] Pav ¥y»1 X 19RR YUY 07 WA VART ORT PR'D
UIRT 777 772V 27 19YI2 1% OVOY IRT ,IT 772V 19YI21% 707 ATay
7OX XD .weaker PR pony y7 indications 2phny ¥HUR IRD
TR LIRTYA VORI TN ...7777 7712V J9¥2 1% ORT NI ,IRT 9T 11D 0IRD
IRT TR VIR WIRNYA 27T X .[service of God] awn nTav joxn
X [circumeision] 77°7 X7 IR L7377 7712Y 07 19Y72 X PR 110D

.OW7 N2y oYoy

R 719°% 1D [reasons] ooavb 7 119 WITR IR VART TOX 220 W7
w7 PR 1293 PR oY IR [sign in our flesh] ww2a 120 X oy
PR OXT DX L[believers] ormRn 7 wIvr ORT IR LWOWIVIOR
VIRAVA OV UK WA IR ,VIRAYA ORT PIW ORI IPAR 07K L9V
TWID ST PR WAn LY BOUW OXT ,I797 WAR LIVLPN NN R IRD
[homiletical interpretation] 7w17 X 981 ,0ORPY3 ORT 1IN
X DT M09 127Mp ,nod W7 ,[in any case] 0°19 95 9¥ .LYINR
YU R WNYA PR OXT 7R ,N0D 1270 7R BYLwID X 2"an WY

.0°7Xn DRYY D WP

2Y92R DRI D WHLY W NNR W7 7N Yo o' an

97 FTIAY 115 ODIY VT cUPRD I INDRLYR OUR 2IIRR
:Instructor

IWVWIYITR WT 0WT IR LWD VW PR 7100 X PR 20N VIVTIR X
TRT Y1 R 01N ORT PR DO OXT ,0°7¥7 ND JWMIIVADMIR LW LRI
a7’ TR T ,IWOWIYATR WT DO ORN WT IWVWIWITR T 1YN
7D WITN T PR T 7Y MOR 0T PYOR OY DI ORN 2R, 0w
"7 PR % IRvY LLJin order to] 7o MWA PR OV .Owh N7V
as an] Swn 707 M AR N 90°2 R WML N OV WM IR LMY
SR ART JRIRAPR 9a [Kabbalists] ov%2pn »7 oxn ,[allegory
the world of] 771 71297 22W W7 PR 2EA IR IART I PR
the world of] 21 @>ax%m M7 o°acan o7 T ,[idolatry
79 770 X, [Lstars and constellations and angels, etc
IR ,07%D NIROY WWIIRDRLYA WT LORT JVIE UM WLPL O°IXN
IR VWL TR DY .02MXA NROTOW VPRD YT 12 NV VPR VD URT ORT
NRPY M2 .97 ATV RD Swn R PR 0¥ IR [parable] Swn
19¥72VE 19,1127 awR 1D IRT 0T YWY 0T J2MAVAIR JART 07730

.OW N7 PR NNYA 1R N9 PR 77 972y

YT I JRAVATVION WP YR ORI QYUO0 R (WITOT WeNIA WY

UTIP 9T IND IR MR VTV ¥R ORNIND — "manwa "
:Instructor

VIR 0T INRD RO NN WA VIV QVTINRD L..TR ORI IRT X PR OXT IR
What is different? —] 7inwa an ,p09 1PX L»ow oY ,0°73¥1 N9
LW PO T PR ORT 971 L39RT ¥9R 07 ,[the Four Questions
a] yM72 T o0 X LD ORN PUIX R POT WP OV TN LWl PR
JUwIYa»R ovno v oXN [unique sage in his generation
2 0,0 0T M2 00 LT DRAYOR WP OV L, ORNYOR JVNYA PR ORT
.07 NRYYY 71D WITT YT TIRT 07 1K ORT DU .JTR

ORI OYLD0 BIRD NIRRT PR DY INX X 02872 DIR°YY 119 W0 WY
VYT WA WTPR 0T ORN PR ,IWTIR 0T IND AR YR R
772y Mo [tests/trials] maroea DRAYIR KT 1R OY ,7197YT JOYAIND
PR DY ,0¥V0°0 7 JWANDYA URT OV XY ,VANDYA URT OV 9°OR 377
VWD T ORN TR KT PR IRI PR OY ,P78 UMY VAIRD R I 08
LIVIVADNR I TP JART 013 YOR PN LITR NI DY L30T ATy
0”12V3 R OYLDD 7 IR ,OYVO°0 °7 JWANDYA VIX YIRD UK OF .19WT
.OW N7V N9 WITT IR 77 3712V MOR 0T IR

015°01 71910 | 07ann TIT MWD 0°377 3 207N NRXOD 77N DR D“P‘? b

1277 *7 vn [prohibition of idolatry] 777 A72v 0K 7 NI
7O 777 ATV 07 JORwYA 1 jaxn [Passover sacrifice] no»
M0 WRI WT PR 90 T M OUR LT A72Y YU0YIa 07 .00IEn

...’R 0¥ ox1 ,[head of the constellations]

IR P10 MWPITLW 57 $TAIWN JIN YARID
:Student

Y72 07 TRPIK MR YOXR YT TI9PIR OV L,YT OV U3 Y AR
ORI, LART X X P92 R 97N PORNIRD .PT YOOIWA R PR JONT
7 XD YR VIVI2IRD PRI R L0V PR TR POM X LIVIVI2TIND R IRT
P X ,[shell/husk — Kabbalistic term for evil forces] no°5p
TRT VOIRN OV ...°MR DYDY JUWIVITR JIRD 127 R 09K YR Loy

. DR TRIRATN

:Student

YXINA 7 PORT WNYA PR 07781 nR*Y> 1o [objective] vpywrax o7
299NV PR OXT 02X NROYY 119 UPYWITAR

:Instructor

MMmpan 1R WK PR WD 0’0" WT R ORT LR LN LR
.[who gathered us from the places of His service] "nmav
PR W DN 20w ORMIRD ORTIR LR XY 077K XD VART W
TR Y N AR PPN HRAYIR 073 W ,[opinion] nyT 07 »2 1205203
ORT W IR WVITM YT R PR OOKRT LPAXY PR OTIAR M2 VAR

JIRT YNINA 07 R0 [plan] 72y vIR0 Y1 K WHAYIIYLNR

QW NTIAY SYIPLIIRD ORT — TN
:Instructor

JLknowledge] 77 >7 93 7P ,ORT PNY T PR XY 07 WAR
X7 PX'D IR ... w0y 1% ,[that there is a God] amaR wyw .09
,UDYI0MR WRYOW T WA BRT ORT ORI WU WT 1R WT
77 .[in a brief manner] M¥p 7772 VARTVAOMR YA LRI ORT
YT L,WITA R CIRT PR 0297 YT L,01TYADMIR PR OV TR 0ART 0"an
17 DRM OXT TWOHR ,INTARD IR MW an' ov7 9mKR vwu»v 2"ann
VIWD IRT PR ORI ,LART JU72 ORI ORT WK ,Wnn DY IWOR ,VOIRT
X X OXT IX OX7 171 Wwp ,[work/effort] 772y & 71 987 11 0¥ 18
VYOI DY VA BRI AR IWR AR NP PR OV XD IWOR 2UNTn
TYIMR 91N HOP0 PR DY WA ,HPO10 IWNT PR OV IX 1T IR L0OKOVA

JDITYOYA0TIN DY TRT LN

Y7 AMR 7 O72Y KT WOYT LDARTVADMR OV LR WOWIY WT vN
PR'D LTPR PR 07T 712V W00 X7 0YT WRNY IR PuHy)
TOAIIR YR PR L,2OPYOM IRD R PR'D PaVINR ORD TIORDVAIIR LW
0¥ T LART L,RIX RO KT PR'D 0PI T'NRR 777 TR ORI WD
,TTIIDWT SRR LRI V2 ORI JIRT 10V RO RO KT PXR'D ,IR0YIR
YT URT LR WR AR UORAYVT IR ,TIRNVA 77301 ORDR TR0
YT PR'DLTPIR VORIV W RO ,ITR 0T IND LANTVADMIN IWLWIVITR
POWIRD OV WP AR VTV WA WD PR PUUWIRD M7 NRR WD

TR IR 7 RO LIMWHYADMR AT WA IRAVOYT WNYA PR'D
VYR AIRTD N0 1T IRAVOYT MIWA DY PR O IR DIVHVAONWT
TOT Wan LTOMW WAV T 72 07 WAyl AIRT'R 07 A7y jonw
0OV N 1T LY LRI oY avT 7T ,[cancel] 11 Yvan ,[nullify]
TR WP ¥1°7 R0 L[your gods are with you] 'oony 03°p19x
VYR TNWYA BoRN'A 2% ,[and the name of error] myu; 181
head of the] mbma ywa w7 PR'D PN ,7%0 o7 VITVA WLIM
'R 1 ump'o ,[angel] &% qvvoyaa qv7 R0 ,[constellations
1T TPRDYA TUIRN PPN TR 07 10PN ,[much honor] 725 Jrox

ST ATy
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.[innovation

Hilchot Avodah Zarah:] 771 772y m3%73 X7 w02 2"ann w1
.M3%7 ™17 IR M R'o [ Laws of Idolatry

IR VWA ,777 372V MY 19 71 w70 [Pesach: Passover] nos
7T AT NI990 JART PR AKT 220 PR 0D W0 X TRT '
Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah: Laws of] 7707 700 moon vwr:

.[the Foundations of the Torah

77°N0 PR BWRI TR'D PR TR LIRAYIR MR PR NG 700 MoYn
.[stirah: contradiction]

,TIT 7Y 900 PR DMIED DR 1D WITI YT Ll PR'D AR
JWOUPRAD T LT R TR ORI IRT K R ORT VIR

QW NPT TR 2P AR cayweoo o'a'Mann Ay

NY>T M0 07w W UART 0% T ORI QYLD R KT IR OXT
sheyihyeh ba'olam tamid yedi'at Hashem: that] aown
,[there should always be knowledge of God in the world
D77 IRVXY 719 TROR ' O2IR 119 WITOM YIYOYIA K RO X X ORT

yechidei segulah:] 7710 > >7 w1w3 DRYOR PR ORT N
WAIPIR WP LIRT oW X XD ,[exceptional individuals
.RT ORNYOR PR'D 18T

arn 7 ,[chag: holiday] a1 o7 X 7T V7Y OXN IRT X X ORT
vl Wwn vuwaRs [ad hayom hazeh: until this very day] nrn
qUMT PR PR OV IR JART T TR ,LW OV MLWAIRD TR W70 OYT R
mn" [kushya: question] Rwp *7 9RnHY9R IRT AT PR 70 ,WwNw
Mah Nishtanah: "What is different?" — the Four] "ninwi
ROV PR LLWOI YPRY IRT WruwIRD wIrp 07 ,[Questions
,7P0wARD 7RT'M ovoy [ulai: perhaps] >>w0 [kuli hai: all this]
.DOMP0 MR DWW TR'D,TT X P07 TIRT YN 0 IR R TR0

VAR Y072 X L7171 ...[sof kol sof: in the end] 70 %5 710 Wwax
.RT PPUWIRD DYDY PR JXIRA QYT IND VPR T°T LINY'0 IWAR ,0¥ IR

DNIAIR 5T 9D B TOT JIWTIT TN SIREIN YWOUPKID 7
W T ARTR LY v R [kodem: first] omip RT woRa 17
lichvod dem: for the sake of] av7 7120% vhyn vxIxa >7 vn
X0 70 PR, [this

a"oy 1o [hashkafah: worldview] 1opw:s >7 38T X 1 1R
kushyot:] nrwip &7 981 PX'D ™R LAXT 9 [akum: non-Jews]
IPWI YIVTIR IR PR'D ,NNR R0 [questions

M%7 IRy PR 2" W7 LOR TPT IIWTIN IR L,PRM YOMIA R VAR
7T ATV 7AW T AW DM T 2721 DRAWw awld” o aTay
k'shem she'Yisrael muvdal min umot ha'olam] "o myTa
min ovdei avodah zarah b'de'oteihem: just as Israel is
separated from the nations of the world — from idol
owyna H1am Por aRTn L[worshippers — in their beliefs
ay»1 oy vl ,[muvdal b'ma'asim: separated in actions]
VT NI OYOR L,WHD T 0¥ LWL, TN T R0 DYl L0102

JOWIYATR QYT DO ORN WLIVA POX KT X O 271 0wl ,0v7

vo™n Ty X [chazer: pig/pork] 2°m voyaD OXN A X PT WP oY
chakirah:] 7pn X ovoy T ovINR W ,OWIVAYR QYT
vR IR T IR IR TR WaR .vxT [philosophical inquiry
ARI VOYN VRIRA 07 v R 77 ' LIT'S TRUE ,0hvm yxaRa o7
chelek] "7 pom ,9¥%po1°R 97 X1 0P A7 WOT IR vTWwR'R M
*7 [nashim: women] o>w1 >7 v» o0"am0 [dalet: part four
SR T IUIRT TR DRAR IR TNR IR WID JW0IH 30w 07 WIrp

07173

015°01 71910 | 07ann TIT MWD 0°377 3 207N NRXOD 77N DR D“P‘? b

?WW:?.\ ORT TR ¥ 72N 1IN VAND

:Student

as] 7°7 K22 J7IRNYA LIRAYA PR OF 20°7¥1 NROTY 92 JWNYA PR OXR)
WA WP WIN L.LIRT 0T PR ORT LWL IR LIRS [If it never was
2007RNYT TR DY TR ART

:Instructor

JR PR Lwo 0'2"am) T IR PR vwo n ,[at the time of] nvwa
VIV R PN IR LW YWY OV PR DUIRAYT ...07%7 NRYY NYwa
NROXY AT TIRNYA TR ORN WIT °7 119 Wn 0TV ,0°0%0 IR°YY D
17 97X [from the time of the Exodus onward] 7%>°x) o>1n
a7 WNYA YPRD PR D°I¥7M TR OJART WOOUNT ,WIINDRDYA JART LOM
START DR IR YR R L,0AR ,NAR 01 7T 772y 1o [source] pn
W IR ,OYT PO VW W VYT 2"amT WT ... PW PR ORT WIAR
VIV W N LT PR DRI LJ0IRI0 AIRT PR LYRID VIWTIR R PR
T PR ORT IR 70 PR LLLJPIPORI AIRT PR L [priest] 70 07 119
X [explanation] 72 R vR7 2"2n7 WT ...0WD QYT VY ,WLMD
...07XA NROXY YYIRA T PR VWD

1"'29 aYT 11D 2IWWD BN NI (PIPOONINRD TIN 21990

:Instructor

YUOPYI IWOR LRI ,0"27 PR VWD YUIWPINRD 7 JART IWOR AINRT X
2D°0WD PNT VARTYA P 1M 1ART ... XN

:Student

M IRI AR PR 200K VARTYA NI AR TR

:Instructor

7D DOVWH YIWTIR PNT X1 PR'D L,NAKR NI AN PR LR L0,
R WPR 1m0 oy

:Student

.1"ann [Kabbalah] 73%2p qwn 1% 1"21n7 bws qwn PR X7 2R ,NNKR
TN PR Y'ARK 97 wnn o'a"ann wT PR 2R nRoRe
797 TRV PIN VPRI

b9oa avER NYING PR vws o'a'ane Wy

Geulat Mitzrayim:] 0>18n N7 PR 0w X LAIYI2 RT 0" W7
.9732 [the Redemption from Egypt

JWOR WAR ,0"an7 PR VWD YOIWPIRD 0T IART LORMYA 2RI PR
SR YOOPY]

WD MY VARTYA PIW IRT TR ,MOWD 7 KT PR'D TN

TR L,NAR LR POIOKR VATV NI AT PR PONL VARV P AR PR
MY IRI AR

.02 PR MIVWD YIVTIR PN IRI IRT PR L1110

DUNTT ONT MWD YIVTIR PN IR PR'D ,0UDY IRI AN PR NN
DR LR 0yWwpY 0'ana 1o
.10:30 TW PR DY IR

292 IRIEY P12 wTon w7 M onaR e ' R 0"

20°U7 2V VY1 TR ,MNYOW T PR ORI PRT W7D IR OXN 017K
01X w1 vaRT v — [Ki Ani Hashem: For I am God] 77 °1x »
w7 o X 1 ?vm L[Anochi Hashem: I am God] 'n
NXOXY D WLWAYAMR WT VOON'A LWL LW PR'D WYX
Rakini'ea)

bittul avodah zarah:] 771 72y w2 oxT PN WR N
the] wvymn w7 ,0m3n nxox> 917 [nullification of idolatry
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TOPRT TR AR IWVIYN VIO PR DYIR IR TR 27'NAR JART TR ORN
Yozel: derogatory term for] 1> av7 w17 IR ¥yWRI IX
TR JOORT R L TOWIVINR QYT LWl W17 IR [Jesus

ORT ULWIRD WP ,0IVKR IR DYIR TR JAIRM 172 VI 1D 1ART Wp'n
DPOM YDA 0T WOHX L,LWCI ORT LART 2"ann W ,uwm
malachim:] 22X *7 2waR ,jv»vwaxs [chachamim: sages]

.0V 1w»uwaRe [angels

1970 1% TR'D TR TR, DU TIR TIX O°ORD 0T [ULWIRD TWOR

N721 R ,0011 KR YIT TP T VW1 OV JYPVWIARD WIT IR T
.[nivra: created being]

X 017 Y PVOMP R LT OXN .true ,nnR PR OXT ,UPRD T PR ORT
X021

wn ,[galochim: priests] on73 >7 13v19 oy ,uaxt v ,In the end
uIn OV LR VI™n oY .[mesbir zayn: to explain] 1 27201 7787
AR TR0 L,ORIN PR'D L7112 X PR'D 0wl

LR WIIWPR T I IR TR TR VIVTIR LY 027 oxT In reality
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