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citing of Rashi, Tosafot, or Chumash. He just starts
.stating things

Many things the Chazon Ish says appear bizarre or
extreme. Certain chapters — the one praising earlier
generations over contemporary ones, the chapter on
*tokhachah* (rebuke) — can make a reader think the
Chazon Ish was not a rational person (*'not a bar
.da'at"*)

The real explanation: The Chazon Ish is actually correct,
but he expresses himself in an extreme, one-sided way
(*noteh 1'kitzoniut*) because he lacks the framework to
present his ideas in a fully balanced, universally
acceptable manner. One must learn to read past the
extremity to find the genuine point. Many of the shiurim
in this course are actually the opposite of the Chazon Ish
— demonstrating that certain formulations don't make
sense as stated, while recovering the true underlying
.point

Side Digression — The Chazon Ish's Literary]
[Style

The Chazon Ish attempted to write in a modern,
*maskilish* (Enlightenment-influenced) Hebrew
register, imitating modern Hebrew writers, though he
didn't fully succeed. The somewhat ornate language
(*koile lashon*) he employed is notable but not the main
.subject

V. The Grand Historical-Philosophical Thesis: The
"Baal Shem Tov and the "New Understanding

.This is the central theoretical framework of the lecture
A. The Historical Rupture
Around the time of the Baal Shem Tov (18th century), a

new mode of understanding (*naye havanah*) entered
:the world. This new understanding

Discarded many old understandings (*alte havanos®) -
Was itself partially flawed — it didn't properly -
understand what it was replacing

Made many previously coherent things stop making -
sense

This is told as a historical narrative but should really be
understood philosophically/structurally. It connects to
the Kabbalistic concept of *Shevirat HaKelim*
(Breaking of the Vessels) and to Rebbe Nachman's story
of the Baal Tefillah — where after a cosmic scattering,
each group grabs onto one fragment of truth and runs
.with it in a distorted way, lacking the full picture

B. The Parallel with Modern Philosophy

w2 |

Argument Flow Summary: Shemoneh Perakim
Chapter 4 — Complete Class Session

I. Orientation and Logistics
[Side Digression — Classroom Setup]

The session picks up midway through Shemoneh
Perakim (Eight Chapters) of the Rambam, Chapter 4,
specifically at the section beginning with *"mashal zeh
ha-zehirut"* (the parable of caution). There are various
technical issues — accessing a shared Google Doc, codes,
tablets, sharing permissions, needing to ask someone
named Goldenberg for a code, and returning a borrowed

.SD card

II. Framing the Lesson: The Rambam's List of Nine
Middot

The Rambam in this section provides a list of nine
character traits (*middot*). Such lists appear in other
works of the Rambam as well. The plan is to study this
list *b'iyun* (in depth). But first, an introductory
framework (*hakdamah*) is needed — and the
introduction is actually the conclusion (*"the hakdamah
.is always the maskanah"*)

III. The Core Question: Posed by Both the Chazon
Ish and Socrates

A key question will frame the entire lesson. It is
:attributed to two sources

The Chazon Ish (R. Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz) .1

Socrates — who asked the very same question long .2
before

This parallel demonstrates that the Chazon Ish was a
genuine thinker and philosopher (*"a guter trakhter, a
filosof"*). Whether the Chazon Ish knew of Socrates'
formulation or arrived at it independently is left open.
The specific question itself is not yet stated — it is being

.built up to through the entire session

IV. The Chazon Ish's *Emunah U'Bitachon* — Why
It Seems Strange
with Thematic]
[Importance

The Chazon Ish's work *Emunah U'Bitachon* (Faith and
Trust) is notoriously difficult to read — not because the
ideas are inherently hard, but because the Chazon Ish
begins topics in the middle, with no background, no

Extended Digression
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People's minds are constantly thinking, naturally
moving in certain directions shaped by their generation
and era (*resiganes* — prevailing assumptions). When
someone with *yiras shamayim* (fear of heaven) is told
"that thought is *apikorsus*," it stops their thinking
entirely. The thought machine shuts down. It doesn't
answer the question — it simply prevents further
.inquiry

The Satmar Rav example: The Satmar Rav argued —
can it really be that all the tzaddikim across generations
tried to bring Moshiach through *mesiras nefesh* (self-
sacrifice) and failed, and then a few idle people
accomplished it with "a few geese and iron acres" (i.e.,
through mundane political Zionism)? His rhetorical
move: "Can such a thought even be entertained?" — and
the response is to label it *apikorsus*. Result: People
don't think the next step. The question is never actually
.answered. Thought is simply blocked

The practical consequence: This blocking
mechanism served a real purpose — without it, people
might stop keeping Shabbos, stop davening with
*kavana*, stop making beautiful Hoshana Rabbah
*hakafos*. The fear was that if you let the thought
through, it becomes a *pircha* (refutation) of the entire
system. "In order to continue making beautiful hakafos

".on Hoshana Rabbah, one had to stop the thought

But it didn't work: "They did in fact stop making
hakafos. I have news for you." The Satmar Rav "paid a
price" for this approach — it ultimately failed to preserve

.what it was meant to protect

B. The Conventional Model Summarized

The standard model of *apikorsus* in religious
:discourse

Functions as a "great hammer" (*a groyse hamer*) -
Stops thought rather than engaging with it -

Is deployed whenever something contradicts the -
default assumption or conventional worldview

Does not answer the underlying faith question — -
merely blocks inquiry

C. The Rebbe's Revolutionary Inversion — Apikorsus
as a Door-Opener

[Core Chiddush (Novel Insight)]

The Rebbe (the Lubavitcher Rebbe) uses the concept of
*apikorsus* in the exact opposite way

The conventional view: People are stuck in one way
of thinking. Someone shouts "apikorsus!" — they stop
thinking — they remain stuck. *Apikorsus is a locked

*.door

The Rebbe's approach: People are terribly stuck
(*muradik stak*) in a fixed mode of thinking — their
mind *must* travel in one track. They are tragically
trapped in a *tfisah* (conceptual imprisonment). They
don't think — not because someone told them to stop,
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This same rupture corresponds to modern philosophy —
whether framed through Chassidic history or through
the history of Western thought, the result is the same:
the entire world now lives with this "new

".understanding

C. The Consequences for Jewish Life

Everyone is now "funny" (distorted) — not the -
.tzaddikim, but ordinary people shaped by modernity

If one wants to remain a Jew, the "normal" advice -
would seemingly be to become a non-Jew (fully adopt
.the new framework), but that's not an option

Therefore, the only way to be a Jew is to be "funny" — -
".the question is merely which kind of "funny

Jews rooted in *mesorah* (tradition) retain certain -
*reshimot* (impressions) of holiness and points of
truth, but lacking a normal framework to express them,

.these truths come out in distorted ways

Only those who already agree with a given group -
.accept its formulations; outsiders see them as bizarre

D. The Chazon Ish as a Case Study

The Chazon Ish genuinely tried to see how things stand
in the world — a reactionary to the new understanding,
but an honest and deep one. His extreme formulations
are attempts to recover pre-modern truths within a post-
rupture world, which is why they sound strange but
contain real substance. He recognized a breach — a
fundamental problem: there was no available pathway
to articulate how one should understand the world using
the language and conceptual framework of the
contemporary world. He sought a comfortable,
accessible way for people to see a path of *emunah
peshutah* (simple faith). But he could not break
through the ice of what everyone already believes — if
someone believes differently, they are labeled an
*apikores* (heretic), and people simply don't grasp the
.issue

VI. The Purpose of This Course

:The mission of these shiurim

To go back and learn the authentic, original framework -
— the pre-rupture philosophical tradition (Rambam,
classical virtue ethics, etc.)

To show that many things said by tzaddikim that -
sound "funny" are actually basic and normal — it is *we*
who have become distorted

To recover clarity about things that have been -
completely forgotten (*shoyn lang ingantzen fargesn*)

VII. Extended Digression: The Use of "Apikorsus"
(Heresy) as a Philosophical Tool

A. The Standard Use of "Apikorsus" — A Hammer
That Stops Thought
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God's existence is philosophically demonstrable —
which gives philosophy a certain authority the Pope may
not have intended. There are deeper layers to what

.Russell means by this critique

G. The Flat Earth Anecdote

Side Digression — A Satmar Story about the]
[Round Earth

When associated with Satmar circles ("when I was a
Satmar rav, I was a shochet twenty years ago"), there
was a controversy about someone who claimed the
world is flat, calling the idea that the earth is round
"shiktzus" (abomination), citing pesukim (verses) or
other sources. Everyone laughed at this person. But the
easy mockery is challenged: "That's no great wisdom —
you're just taking a standard point of view." The person
actually had a PhD in the subject, had done work on it,
and had reasons. The point is not that flat earth is
correct, but that the instinct to laugh without examining
is itself a failure of thought. The person who "hasn't
thought" is often the one mocking, not the one being

.mocked

H. The Role of Habit (Hergel) as the Enemy of
Thought

General principle: Habit (*hergel*) is the greatest enemy
of thought. Sometimes an apikorsus-style provocation
functions as a mystery that forces you to think. But the
key insight is that people are habituated not to think,
and anything that disrupts that habit serves a
.philosophical purpose

VIII. The Chazon Ish's Use of Provocative

Literalism

A. "Every Midrash K'pshuto" as a Provocation

The Chazon Ish's famous statement that one must
believe every Midrash *k'pshuto* (literally) is not naive
fundamentalism but a deliberate provocation: "Maybe
take it seriously for a minute? Maybe something is
actually being said here." The provocation forces the
reader to ask: What is the *nimshal* (moral/allegory)?
How do you know it's not literal? Maybe it is literal,
maybe it isn't — but the point is to engage rather than
.dismiss

For the Chazon Ish himself, this may have been a
genuine conviction (*koach ha-masbir*). But at
minimum, it functions as a way to pry open the door and

.force thinking in the way people once used to think

B. Russell's Joke about Aristotle and Women's Teeth
— Reversed

[Side Digression — Aristotle's Tooth-Counting]
Bertrand Russell's famous joke: Aristotle supposedly
said women have fewer teeth than men, and Russell
quips that despite being married multiple times,
Aristotle never bothered to count any of his wives' teeth.
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but because they were never really thinking in the first
.place

The Rebbe, with  his great  *akshanus*
(stubbornness/persistence), says: Apikorsus is not a
locked door — it is a great axe that opens doors (*a
groysen hak vos makht oyf tirn*). When the Rebbe
shouts "apikorsus!" at a conventional belief, he is not
shutting down thought — he is forcing open a space for
genuine thinking. It is meant to dislodge people from
their calcified assumptions, to crack the *klipos*
(shells/husks) of fixed ideology. The one who shouts
"Apikorsus!" to shut down thought is the real problem,
not the apikoros himself. The cry of "Apikorsus!" as a
blocking mechanism creates an iron partition
(*mechitzah shel barzel*) that prevents thinking;
genuine engagement with heretical ideas creates a crack

.in that partition

D. Critique of "Having Opinions" Without Thinking
Side Digression — Political Discourse as an]
[Tllustration

People hear an argument from one source, repeat it;
someone else repeats what they heard from another
source. "You can have ChatGPT argue with itself — that's
a waste of time." People sit after *kiddush* in the *beis
medrash* and repeat what they heard on television. No
one is actually thinking. "You think you're thinking —
youre not thinking." People believe they are *baalei
da'as* (people of opinion/knowledge), that they "have
views" — but they have never actually thought
independently in their lives. True thinking is an active
process that goes beyond merely choosing between two
pre-packaged positions. "This is what God gave intellect

"?for — to think these last simple wisdoms

E. The Kant Example — Misunderstanding
Philosophical Achievement

After Kant, "everyone knows" you cannot prove God's
existence. But people read "three thick books" and
conclude "we can't know anything," yet they haven't
produced a single new insight (*chiddush*) that wasn't
already known roughly a hundred years before Kant.
Kant merely articulated arguments from the other side
— but the original thinkers who wrote those arguments
already knew the counterarguments could be made.
"That's why he's a real philosopher" — Kant actually
*thought*, genuinely and independently working
through the entire problem himself. Parroting Kant's
conclusions without doing the actual thinking is not
.philosophy; it's the opposite of thinking

F. The Pope's Decree and Bertrand Russell's Mockery
[Side Digression — The Papal Pronouncement]

A Pope (not the current one) issued a decree declaring
that anyone who says one cannot prove God's existence
through reason (*derech ha-sekhel*) is a heretic.
Bertrand Russell mocks this, noting the irony: the Pope
demands belief, but specifically demands belief that
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Chassidic Jews were certain that Abaye and Rava (the
great Talmudic sages) must have been ecstatic daveners
— "if my Rebbe dances every morning during davening
and fire comes from the floor tiles, then *kal v'chomer*

"I(how much more so) Abaye and Rava

But anyone who actually looks at the Gemara sees that
Abaye and Rava were quite "balebatish" (worldly,
bourgeois) Jews. Rava was a multi-millionaire. They
didn't particularly value davening — they loved
*learning*, not davening. They were "Litvaks." There is
not a single hint (*remez*) in the Gemara — not about
Abaye, not about Rava, not about most Tannaim and
.Amoraim — of anyone who was in ecstasy during prayer

The counterexample of "Chassidim harishonim" (the
early pious ones) who would wait an hour before praying
(Mishnah Berachos 5:1) is preemptively addressed: the
Mishnah itself presents them as unusual, exceptional
figures — not the norm. The term "chassidim" in the
Mishnah doesn't necessarily carry the weight later
.Chassidic movements assigned to it

F. The Case of Abba DeYosef — The Traditional Jew
Who Saw No Problem

Abba DeYosef exemplifies the old-world Jew: a simple,
old-fashioned Jew who loved Torah and mitzvos, was a
*masmid* (diligent learner) who sat and learned all day
and night. It never occurred to him that there was a
problem with also enjoying beer, or appreciating a
singer. One could ask the halachic question of whether
it's permitted, but the very idea that enjoying worldly
pleasures constituted a spiritual problem simply didn't
arise for him. He was not an idler; he was deeply
devoted — yet a Chassidic Jew would walk in and
declare: "He's a *hoilech* (a wanderer/frivolous
".person), he's not an ehrliche Yid

G. The Differences Are Real — Against Modern
Relativism

The differences in what constitutes "a good person" are
very real. You cannot wave them away by saying "both
are good." The modern tendency to say "everything is
good" is another form of intellectual trauma, another
way to stop thinking. It is not a resolution but an
.evasion

X. The Chasidic vs. Litvish Conception of Religious
Virtue — Sharpened

A. The Irreconcilable Disagreement

A Chasidic Jew walks in and says: "Here there is no
spiritual life (*lav layf*); here there cannot be a truly
pious Jew (*erlicher Yid*)." The differences are not
merely differences of emphasis — they are genuinely
.incompatible

Side Digression — Against Contemporary]

[Relativism
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The punchline illustrates Aristotle's reliance on theory
.over observation

But the joke is reversed: Someone actually went and
counted, and it turns out that women often do have
fewer teeth — not theoretically (the number should be
the same), but practically, because women's teeth fall
out more due to pregnancy, nursing, and other
physiological reasons. So Aristotle, who supposedly
"didn't count," actually did observe correctly, while
Russell, who mocked him for not counting, was the one
who didn't check. The accusation of thoughtlessness is

.often itself thoughtless

IX. Major Thematic Turn: What Is a "Good
Person"? — The Ethical Question Behind the
Dogmatic One

A. Framing: Not Dogma but Ethics

The underlying question is not one of dogma but of
ethics: *What is a good person? What does the ideal Jew
look like?* This is the real question that the Rambam's
.chapter is ultimately addressing

B. The Pre-Modern Consensus

In the "old world" — before Chassidus and Mussar —
there was a straightforward answer: a good Jew is one
who learns Torah, follows the Shulchan Aruch, and
walks in God's ways. "A good person" and "an ehrliche
Yid" (upright Jew) were the same thing. Being a *talmid
chacham* (Torah scholar) who observes halakha was the
.uncontested ideal

C. The Baal Shem Tov's Revolution

The Baal Shem Tov introduced a new definition: a good
person is one who davens (prays) with *dveikus*
(spiritual attachment/ecstasy). The Nefesh HaChaim (R.
Chaim of Volozhin) is actually close to the Baal Shem
Tov on dveikus, but there is something fundamentally
.different and "funny" about this new system

The ideal person of Chassidus is not the ideal person of
the Noda BiYehuda (the great Lithuanian halachist).
Anyone who studies the Yaros Devash and earlier

.mussar literature can see the contrast clearly

"D. The Modern Dodge: "Everything Is Good

The modern resolution that tries to harmonize —
"Dveikus is good, chesed is good, learning is good —
everyone is a good person, every path is a good life" — is
dismissed as just another way of saying there's no such
thing as the good. If everything is equally good, then the
concept of "the good" has been emptied of meaning.
This too is a way to stop thinking — a modern evasion
.dressed up as tolerance

E. The Chassidic Projection onto Abaye and Rava

Side Digression — Were Abaye and Rava]
[?Chassidic
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Rather, a good person is one who possesses some
independent virtue — being good, being a *mentsch*,
having spiritual qualities — by some value of virtue

.beyond strict halakhic compliance

C. Nefesh HaChaim's Attempted Response

R. Chaim Volozhin (author of *Nefesh HaChaim*) tried
to respond to this challenge and defend the original
position — that the good person IS the one who learns
Shulchan Aruch, follows Shulchan Aruch, fulfills
Shulchan Aruch, lives Shulchan Aruch, and the not-good
.person is one who is *mezalzel* (dismissive) of this

R. Chaim Volozhin's strategy was a kind of "high-bye" —
a somewhat questionable maneuver. The Chasidim say
the focus should be on *HaKadosh Baruch Hu* (God
Himself), on spiritual connection. R. Chaim Volozhin
says no — the *yechidim* (unique individuals)
understand that the real point is the precise halakhic
details. He also had to deal with the *ra'ayos* (proofs)
that the Baalei Mussar and Chasidim brought — half-
quotes from Chazal, pieces of Torah taken out of

.context

Side Digression — R. Chaim Volozhin and]
[Kabbalah

R. Chaim Volozhin was not allowed to come to "Kabul"
(possibly a reference to studying Kabbalah in a certain
.context), which is itself a *chiddush* (novel point)

XII. The Parable of the Two Sons-in-Law (The
Potato Parable)

[Side Digression — Illustrative Parable]

A wealthy man (*gvir*) took two sons-in-law and
promised to feed each what they loved: one loved meat,
the other loved dairy. They couldn't eat together (due to
kashrut separation). One day the *gvir* lost his wealth.
He had neither meat nor cheese. So he gave both
potatoes. One eats "milchige kartoffel" and the other
eats "fleishige kartoffel" — but it's all just potatoes. Once
everyone is just eating potatoes, they can sit at the same

.table

Application: In our diminished generation, some say
"it's all just potatoes anyway" — the differences between
Chasidish and Litvish don't matter anymore because
.nobody is really at the high level of either ideal

Sharp pushback: "A Jew is not allowed to talk this way!
It's all potatoes? Seriously?" The differences are real and
substantive — they are not to be dismissed just because
.the current generation may be spiritually impoverished

XIII. Entering the Sugya Proper: The Role of Law
and the "Naval Birshut HaTorah" Problem

A. Framing Through Choshen Mishpat

The issue is framed through Choshen Mishpat (the
section of halakha dealing with civil/interpersonal law,
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The contemporary extreme that says "everything is
good, just be careful" is another form of not thinking.
.One must actually arrive at a conclusion (*maskanah¥)

B. The Shabbat Example: Who Is a "Shomer

?"Shabbat

Is it someone who sings zemiros with fervor, who is -
emotionally transported by *Lecha Dodi* — the Chasidic
model of Shabbat observance through spiritual ecstasy
?*and *dveykus

Or is it someone who knows precisely that if you -
remove the eggs from the fish (rather than the fish from
the eggs) it constitutes a capital violation (*mechayev
skilah*) — the Litvish/halakhic model of meticulous
?legal knowledge

These are genuinely incompatible. One cannot fulfill
.both simultaneously

The Chazon Ish story: A great Chasidic Jew was
hosting guests on Shabbat. A halakhic question arose,
and in his fervor for Shabbat he found some *heter*
(Ieniency) to relight the lights. The Chazon Ish's verdict:
"He is a *mechalel Shabbat* (Shabbat desecrator)."
Every Chasidic Jew responds incredulously: "How can
such a person be a *mechalel Shabbat*?!" But the

.*Chazon Ish insists: He is a *mechalel Shabbat

[Side Digression — The Dubner Maggid]

The Dubner Maggid made a similar point: Someone
came claiming great devotion to Shabbat. The Maggid
responded: "You know what Shabbat is? Shabbat is
*mechalleleha mot yumat* (its desecrators shall be put
to death)" — Shabbat is defined by its legal strictures,

.not by emotional experience

XI. The Broader Historical Problem: Mussar and
Chasidus vs. the Mesorah

A. The Chasidic Movement's Alternative Ideal

The Chasidic movement introduced a different idea of
who is an *erlicher Yid* (a pious Jew). The Rambam's
text being studied doesn't even discuss Chasidus directly
— a later section does, but that portion has been "cut
.out" from the current study

B. The Baalei Mussar Had the Same Problem

The Baalei Mussar (Mussar movement leaders) came
with the same fundamental idea as Chasidus — just from
a different direction. They didn't speak of *dveykus*
(cleaving to God), but they spoke of good character traits
(*middos tovos*), being a *mentsch*, being nice, having
*bitachon* (trust in God), inner peace, etc

Both movements — Chasidus and Mussar — were
radical, each in its own way. Their common
denominator (*tzad hashaveh*): Both came against the
*mesorah* (tradition). Both assert that a good person is
NOT simply defined as one who learns Torah, follows
Shulchan Aruch, and looks up every matter in the Torah.
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Tribal cultures — In some tribes, there is a leader .1
but no codified law stretching back thousands of years.
The leader simply unites people and resolves disputes
.directly, person-to-person

The American jury system — A jury is "not .2
supposed to decide the law." It is essentially the same
idea: take normal people, present the case, and let them
say what seems right. For every case, you can ask three
normal people and they can render a judgment — not
citing a statute, but simply what is fair today for this
.case

XV. The Real Reason Law Exists: Protecting the
"Weak from "Good People

A. The Core Thesis

The reason halakhot (laws) exist is NOT simply to "solve
disputes." Disputes can always be resolved by wise
people. Rather, the law exists for a very specific
:scenario

When a poor man (*oriman*) has a dispute with the
prominent, respected Jew (*der sheyner Yid fun shtot*),
and the natural sense of "fairness" (*yosher*) would side
with the prominent man — because "what a person! He
supports the whole town!" — the poor man will always
lose without formal law. The elder/leader of the
community also has no incentive to antagonize the

.powerful person

This is the meaning of *"lo sakiru panim ba-mishpat"*
(do not show favoritism in judgment) — this principle
can only work if there are fixed, codified laws that
everyone knows. E.g., everyone knows: if you hire a
worker, you must pay him — even if you are the rabbi of
.the town

B. The Melamed (Teacher) Who Isn't Paid

A *melamed* (teacher) in a *cheder* works and isn't
paid. The institution argues: "If we have to pay everyone
on time, we'll go bankrupt, and then there won't be any
cheder at all — so even the melamed wouldn't want
that." This is exactly the argument that has been made
.historically — a real, recurring phenomenon

C. Which Beis Din Accepts This Argument? — The
"Naval Birshus HaTorah" Connection

The beis din that accepts the institution's argument —
that paying the teacher would destroy the whole system
— is precisely the one that holds strongly by the
principle of *naval birshus haTorah*. They call the
melamed a *naval birshus haTorah* — technically he's
right according to Choshen Mishpat, but it's "not
menschlich” to insist on payment when the institution is
.struggling

A true story: Someone worked for a *mosad*
(institution) and sued for unpaid wages. The mosad
counter-sued, claiming the employee was damaging its
reputation. The beis din made a "compromise" —
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*bein adam 1'chaveiro*), because it is the easiest domain
in which to see the problem. Choshen Mishpat tells you:
What is mine and what is yours. What you may do, what
you may not do — damages to neighbors, competition
.laws, who may open a store in a given area, etc

B. The Ramban's "Naval Birshut HaTorah" — A
Double-Edged Sword

The Ramban's famous concept: *Naval birshut haTorah*
— "a scoundrel within the permission of the Torah." A
person can be entirely within the letter of the law
(*b'shurat hadin*), punctiliously observing *yikuv hadin
et hahar* ("let the law pierce the mountain"), and still be
.a predatory beast (*chayah ra'ah*)

This concept is widely accepted and has many sources.
However, a sharp dialectical observation: the phrase
"naval birshut haTorah" is itself a great source
(*makor*) for being a *naval birshut haTorah*! The very
concept that one can be technically permitted but
morally deficient has been weaponized to justify all sorts
of *navlus* (moral degradation) "within the permission

".of the Torah

There is also the counter-argument: One cannot truly be
a *naval birshut haTorah*, because the Torah itself does
not permit being a *naval*. If the Torah is complete,
.there should be no loophole for moral failure

C. The Baal HaMussar's Claim

The Baal HaMussar argues: It is not enough to follow
the strict letter of the law. A person can be entirely
#b'shurat hadin* and still be morally monstrous

XIV. A Fundamental Question: Why Does the
?Torah Need Laws At All

A. The Very Basic Kushya

A very basic question in theory of law: Whenever two
people have a dispute (*sukhsukh*), a normal, fair-
minded person (*bar da'as*) can usually see who is
right, or at least propose a compromise (*p'sharah®). So
?why do we need formal law at all

If you go to a genuine *rebbe* — not just a title-holder,
but someone who truly understands people and whom
people trust — he can always find a way out. He listens
to the story, assesses the situation, and proposes a
resolution. There is never a case so intractable that a
wise person cannot find some resolution. So why would

?one need to look in the Shulchan Arukh at all

Imagine there were no law. Would the rabbi truly be
helpless? Would he say "I wish there were a Torah about
this, I don't know what to do"? The answer is no — a

.wise person can always adjudicate

B. Comparative Observations

Side Digression — Tribal Culture and the Jury]
[System
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among Torah scholars increases wisdom. Therefore
competition in Torah education is not merely permitted
but is actually a mitzvah. For other professions, one may
not open a competing business in the same area. But for

.amelamed — no such restriction exists

The Chazon Ish told the complainant: "The other person
is right. The Torah says he may do this. I cannot help
".you with a Torah argument against him

D. The Complainant's Moral Objection

The complainant was not satisfied. His response: "For
you it's not [a problem], yes — but it's *mentshlich* (a
matter of basic human decency)." He was not impressed
by the halachic ruling. He felt the Chazon Ish was not
.being sufficiently sensitive to the human reality

He even pushed back on the Gemara's reasoning: The
Gemara says competition is good because it improves
outcomes. But he argued: "Let's be honest between us —
that new yeshiva isn't actually better. It's just newer,
fresher, has a nicer building. The people go there for

"?superficial reasons. Is THAT what the Gemara meant

This is not a bad distinction (*s'iz nisht a shlechte
chiluk*). One could argue the Gemara's permission for
competition assumes genuine qualitative improvement,
.not mere novelty

E. The Chazon Ish Goes Further: The Nirdaf
(Persecuted Party)

The Chazon Ish then made a further ruling beyond the
:basic halakha

He acknowledged the original yeshiva head was a -
#nirdaf* — a persecuted party

.A nirdaf has the right to defend himself -

But the nirdaf was now engaging in counter-attacks: -
making a public uproar, calling the new yeshiva head a
*rasha*, speaking *lashon hara* about him, trying to stir
up trouble, even attempting to ruin the competitor's

.children's shidduchim (marriage prospects)

".The public said: "Well, he's a nirdaf, so he's justified -

The Chazon Ish said no: If the situation were reversed —
if someone were engaging in *yoreid 1'umnus chaveiro*
against you — would you say it's permitted to pursue
them, speak lashon hara about them, disrupt their
children's shidduchim? Does the Gemara say you may

?do all that

His ruling: The nirdaf may take practical steps to protect
himself — do what he needs to do for his own
institution. But he may not go on the offensive with
slander, persecution, and character assassination.
Without explicit halachic permission, such behavior is
simply: *lashon hara, baal machloikes, baal rechilus* —

.ordinary sins

F. Critical Analysis of the Chazon Ish

What the Chazon Ish got right: He identified a
genuinely true point — that there is a gap between what
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essentially not paying, telling everyone to be happy. This
.is the *naval birshus haTorah* ideology in action

D. The Reversal: The "Mussar Person" Is Often the
Greater Rasha

We all instinctively lean toward the *baal mussar* side
— the person who says "law isn't enough, you need
menschlichkeit." The strict "law people" (*Choshen
.Mishpat Yidden*) seem cold and inhumane

But it turns out that more often than not, the baal
mussar ends up being the greater rasha — he is more on
the side of power and the exploiters than the straight,
simple Litvak who just says: "The Torah says pay the
".worker, so pay him

In other words: The law came precisely to solve the
problem of *naval birshus haTorah*. The law exists to
rescue people from the "good people" — from those who
claim to be above the law in the name of higher values
.but who in practice enable exploitation

It turns out it's not so simple to be a 'good person™ <
who holds he's better than the laws. It could very well be
".that the laws came to save people from the good people

XVI. The Chazon Ish's Story: A Case Study in Law
vs. Morality

A. The Story Setup: Two Competing Yeshivos

A real-life case (*mayse*) involving the Chazon Ish — a
:documented incident

.In Bnei Brak there was a yeshiva run by a baal mussar -

I understand that a baal mussar can't" :[Side Remark]
make such good yeshivos" — a barbed comment about
.the mussar movement's institutional capabilities

A second yeshiva opened in the same neighborhood — -
.a large institution

.Most of the students migrated to the new yeshiva -

The new yeshiva didn't necessarily have greater -
tzaddikim, but it had more glamour — it was new, fresh,
.had a nicer building

.The original yeshiva declined as a result -

B. The Halachic Question Brought Before the Chazon
Ish

The head of the original yeshiva came to the Chazon Ish
with a legal complaint: the new yeshiva is engaging in
*yoreid 1'umnus chaveiro* — unfairly encroaching on
.another's livelihood/trade

C. The Chazon Ish's Initial Ruling: The Torah Permits
It

The Chazon Ish ruled based on a well-known halachic
principle: There is a Gemara, a Shulchan Aruch ruling,
and a Rambam — all stating clearly that for a melamed
(Torah teacher), the normal prohibition of *yoreid
l'umnus chaveiro* does not apply. The reasoning:
*"Kinas sofrim tarbeh chochmah"* competition
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You think the posek who wrote this halakha was blind" -
to reality? That he simply forgot about these
"?consequences

The complainant is essentially accusing the halachic
system of being an *apikorus* about human reality — of
not believing in its own law's real-world implications.
He is saying: the law as mechanically applied produces
.injustice (*es iz nisht kein yosher*)

The Rashba has a relevant ruling on :[Side Reference]
a similar case. The Chazon Ish later brings a teshuva
from Rabbi Yosef Shaul dealing with an analogous
question. These sources further complicate the picture,
suggesting the halachic tradition itself recognized the
.tension

XVII. Weakness of the Chazon Ish's Legal

Argument — Further Critique

The Chazon Ish's specific legal point is "a very weak
point" — if the legal ruling (*din*) doesn't have clear
support, it's weak, because one cannot necessarily derive
every halakha from the Shulchan Arukh in a novel case.
The Chazon Ish himself knew the relevant law, and later
cites a teshuva from the Divrei Shaul (R. Yosef Shaul)
who dealt with an analogous case — a question was
formally posed, a written responsum was issued, and the
.halakha was established through that process

The Chazon Ish did issue rulings (*paskened®), but not
always the same way — he evaluated each case on its
own merits, which is precisely the job of a *posek*. He
considered how the specific case differed from what
.appears in the Gemara

A. Where the Chazon Ish Was Wrong — and Where
He Was Right

Where he was wrong: The Chazon Ish frames the
obligation to follow the law as purely a matter of
*emunah® (faith) — "it says so in the Torah, therefore we
do it, period." This is wrong. The Torah is not devoid of
reasons; we have been given *ta'amei ha-mitzvos*
(reasons for the commandments). There is no reason to
.present Torah law as arbitrary divine fiat

Where he was entirely right: The Chazon Ish is
correct in his core substantive conclusion — but he
simply lacked the proper conceptual vocabulary
(*otzros*®) to express it in the normal way. He had a
*chasaron®* — he was simply missing the tools to say it

.normally

XVIII. The "Normal Way" to Say It: What Does
?"Being a Good Person'" Actually Mean

The *ba'alei mussar* (ethicists) say: one must be a "good
person" (*guter mentsh*), not merely technically
compliant with the law. The question is: What does
?"good person" actually mean
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halakha technically permits and what

.morality/menschlichkeit demands

Where the analysis parts ways: The Chazon Ish had
no conceptual vocabulary to express this insight other
than saying "it's not in the halakha" (*shteit nisht in
halacha*). He could only frame his moral intuition as a
halachic argument — trying to distinguish cases, narrow
the Gemara's scope, etc. When people challenged him —
"What do you mean you're saying something different
from the halakha?" — the Chazon Ish was forced into
halachic maneuvering: maybe the Gemara is talking
about a case where the melamed has another source of
income; maybe it's talking about places where
melamdim aren't paid much; maybe the Rambam refers

.to specific locales, etc

This is weak (*a zeyer a shvache point*): "If that's the
Chazon Ish's point, it's an unreasonable point." The
Chazon Ish was a great enough scholar to know that you
can find fifty distinctions for any halakha if you want to.

.The real issue wasn't a technical halachic gap

The diagnosis: The Chazon Ish hated what was going
on — he had a strong moral sense that this behavior was
wrong. But he was trapped: he had no framework to say
"the halakha permits this, but morality forbids it." He
could only try to argue the halakha doesn't actually
apply to this case. "Take out the word 'halakha' — I think
that's where I differ from the Chazon Ish." The Chazon
Ish's true insight was about the moral dimension beyond

Jlaw, but he was forced to express it in legal terms

G. The Broader Methodological Point

Almost every halakha faces this problem: a *klal*
(general principle) is stated in the Gemara, but it doesn't
mean the principle applies to every single case in the
world. "How do you know the halakha is talking about
THIS case?" — The halakha states a tendency, a
direction (*netiyah*), a general framework. But applying
it requires judgment about whether the specific case
falls within its scope. Compare this to *pikuach nefesh*
(life-threatening situations): every doctor makes
judgment calls every minute about whether a case
qualifies. The existence of a general rule doesn't
.eliminate the need for case-by-case moral reasoning

H. The Complainant's Deeper Challenge

The force of the complainant's moral argument is
:genuinely compelling

You think the Gemara didn't know that when a new" -
melamed comes, people flock to him even when he's not
better — just because he's new and they don't yet know
"?his flaws

You think this causes the old melamed to lose his" -
*shalom bayis* (domestic peace), his livelihood, his
whole household to collapse — and the Gemara just

"?forgot about that
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doesn't get what he's entitled to. He's a *tzaddik*, but
this is not justice (*yosher*). It only works in one
direction. If both sides went *lifnim mi-shuras ha-din*,
who ends up with the disputed item? Nobody! The
yielder goes home empty-handed and tells his children

.about his righteousness

C. "Midas Ha-Vasranus" — A Tool of Scoundrels
Midas ha-vasranus* (the trait of yielding) is one of"* <
".the great tools in the hands of scoundrels (*nvalim*)

el

Be a *vatran*" really means: "I don't have the energy"
anymore, please, just move on." It only works when one
party does it. It's not a systemic solution. It's essentially
a form of *kol d'alim gvar* (whoever is stronger wins) —

.the bully gets his way because the other person yields
Side

Personal Parenting]

[Anecdote

Every week my children have a *ta'anah*. I need to"
know who's right. I can't know — I'm busy. I just want
quiet. And not just for my benefit — for theirs too: stop
fighting!" If you're wealthy, you can buy two candies for
each child and avoid the problem. When resources are
scarce, the conflict is real and cannot be resolved by

.yielding

Digression —

Being a *vatran® is not a good middah — not always. It
can be practical, but it's not a *bracha* for the other
person. It's a "very selfish middah" — it serves the
yielder's self-image or peace of mind, not actual justice.
It doesn't make the world better unless universally

.applied, which is impossible

XX. Return to the Case: Applying the Principles to
Competing Yeshivos

A. The Irreducible Conflict

Two parties whose interests cannot both be fulfilled (*i
efshar I'chayem shnayim*). One side says: "Make a
yeshiva in another city!" The other says: "I want to be
" here

?B. What Does the Shulchan Arukh Actually Say

The Shulchan Arukh actually supports the second
yeshiva's right to open. The halakha states that on the
same street, one may open a second *beis midrash* or
yeshiva. The Chazon Ish himself rules that children
should not be sent far away, but if the second location is
not distant or dangerous, it's permitted. The underlying
principle: competition in Torah education benefits
everyone — "when there are two approaches (*shitin®),
".they sharpen each other

The Gemara's rule about a *melamed tinokos*
(children's teacher) is that competition was not

restricted. The rationale: *kinas sofrim tarbeh
chokhmah* — jealousy among scholars increases
.wisdom

C. The Modern Application — Hasidic Yeshivos

015°01 21710 0137 DX nyap bR 1T 2127 IR

A good person doesn't harm others, doesn't steal,
doesn't take what isn't theirs. But this is precisely
Choshen Mishpat (the section of halakha dealing with
monetary/civil law)! The critical question: "What counts
as mot yours'?" — Who decides the boundaries of
property and rights? Only the law can decide this —
either the formal law, or the other party's *mechila*
(forgiveness/waiver), or *takanos ha-kahal* (communal
.enactments)

A. The Core Philosophical Thesis: Goodness Is
Dependent on Law, Not Independent of It

A good person is one who doesn't take what is not" <
rightfully his. But his goodness is *dependent on* (*talui
b'*) the determination of rights. Goodness is not a thing
".in itself (*ein zach far atzmo*®)

The mussar movement's conception of goodness as an
inner quality (*davar pnimi*) — "I'm such a refined
person, I always speak softly" — does not make someone
a good person. Speaking gently may be a fine trait, but
the *middah* relevant to not harming others is
specifically the middah of not taking another's money —
and that middah cannot be exercised without knowing
Choshen Mishpat (monetary law), or at minimum

following what the rav rules

If a *beis din* has ruled, and a person accepts the ruling
— that is what it means to be a good person. There is no
other way to determine who the "good person" is in a
.dispute between two people who both claim to be right
B. The Mussar vs. Halakha Divide — A "Huge
"Machlokes

:A fundamental disagreement

The ba'alei mussar say: *"Kiyum ha-olam al ha- -
Torah"* — meaning the world is sustained through inner
.moral refinement and character

The ba'alei halakha say the same words — but mean -
that the world is sustained through the legal system of
.Torah

".This is a *rizige machlokes* (enormous dispute)" <
The mussar approach is "very egotistical" (*zeyer
egoistish*) — the ba'alei mussar treat their goodness as

something belonging to themselves, a private inner
.achievement. This is fundamentally misguided

XIX. Critique of "Lifnim Mi-Shuras Ha-Din" and
""Midas Ha-Vasranus

A. Lifnim Mi-Shuras Ha-Din Is Complicated

Lifnim mi-shuras ha-din* (going beyond the letter of*
the law) is a complicated concept that the Rambam
himself struggles with greatly. It should not be
.understood as a universal solution

B. The Problem: It's One-Sided

Lifnim mi-shuras ha-din* is inherently one-sided: The*
person who yields (*vatran®*) loses something. He
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C. The "Old Way" vs. the Mussar Movement's "New

"Torah
The old approach: If the Rav says you may open a
yeshiva, you follow the Rav and open it, and whoever
mocks the yeshiva is a *rasha* who must be opposed. If
the Rav says you may not, then you oppose from the
other side. This was the traditional way of conducting

*oneself *al pi Torah

The Mussar movement introduced a "new

Torah": Even when the Rav says it is permitted, you
still may not pursue the other party. You must pursue
him because "he is not a mentsh." Verdict: "You are only
making things worse." This is a new *shita* (approach)
.that the Chazon Ish rejected

D. The Chazon Ish's Actual Position: Halakha Is
Stronger Than Mussar

Reading from the Chazon Ish's text carefully: The first
line says *"lifamim"* (sometimes) — the obligation of
morality is sometimes the opposite of what one's moral
feeling dictates. The Chazon Ish's principle: Halakha is
the decisive authority (*halakha hi ha-machria'as*). It
determines what is forbidden, what is a mitzvah of the
Torah, what is true — against the example of the
*melamdei tinokos* (teachers of children, the Gemara's
.case of competitive entry)

E. The Chazon Ish on What "Being a Good Person"
Really Means

The Chazon Ish agrees with the premise that a good
person is defined *bifnimiyus* (internally) — someone
who constantly asks what to do. But — and this is the
critical turn — isn't it a bit funny? Constantly checking
the facts is "funny” (i.e., it reveals something). A truly
good person is one whose inner tick aligns with what is
correct according to other people, according to external
reality

The Chazon Ish then argues: Whoever does not hold this
principle — that external halakhic reality determines
moral content — will, every time he encounters a
situation, find a justification (*tiretz*) to be a thief, to
break the Torah, more or less. Because each time, his
*negios* (biases) explain to him why *this time* he is
.the good person

Key formulation: It is much easier to figure out why
your side consists of the good people than to figure out
why your side is correct *al pi halakha*. The Mussar
movement claims the opposite — that moral feeling is a
.more reliable guide — which is not true

XXII. The Yetzer Hara Operates in Ambiguity —
Reading the Chazon Ish's Text
of the Chazon Ish's work, 7"7 Reading from section

connected to both the previous shiur and to Aristotle,
:Book Five
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[Side Digression — Contemporary Politics]

The example of competing Hasidic institutions (e.g.,
Bobov vs. another group) on the same street is raised.
The halakhic concept of a *virtual city* — communities
defined not by geography but by membership, dues,
customs (*minhagei kehilla*) — is relevant. The
question becomes: does the concept of "one city" apply
to a Hasidic court? If so, the Torah permits a second
yeshiva. If a Rebbe conducts a *tish* and teaches
Yiddishkeit, he has the right to operate. This touches on
communal politics and the discussion pulls back: "This
".is enough to say a little politics

D. The Fundamental Lesson: Law Does Not Eliminate
Conflict — It Adjudicates It

We are very accustomed to thinking there's a way out" <
of every conflict — that we can somehow satisfy both
sides. But sometimes the Torah itself says: one side
wins, and the other loses. And we must follow the Torah.
But you haven't *resolved* the conflict — you've merely
" *decided* it

Even when the Torah rules, the losing side still has real
interests and real grievances. The Torah has already
accounted for both sides' interests — the rule permitting
a second yeshiva reflects the Torah's own judgment that
the public interest in competition outweighs the first
yeshiva's interest in exclusivity. But the conflict itself
doesn't disappear. The first yeshiva will still be upset.
The ruling doesn't create *shalom* — it creates a just
.outcome according to law

XXI. The Chazon Ish's Framework Elaborated:
Halakha as the Content of Morality

A. No Path Where Everyone Is Happy

In the yeshiva dispute, there is no resolution that makes
everyone happy. One side claims it is right and the other
should yield; the other side claims the reverse. The
question becomes: how can both sides be "good people"?
.— and both sides *can* be good people

B. What Makes Someone a Good Person — The Core
Thesis with New Precision

What makes a person good is not that he is passionately
devoted to *kedushah* (holiness), and not that he is
passionately devoted to being a *sheiner mentsh* (a fine
person who doesn't hurt others). Neither of these alone
.makes someone a good person

What makes someone good is one thing only: that in a
given case, the external reality — the *chitzoniyus'dige
zakh* — dictates what is the right thing to do. "Who is
external?" The halakha, the *takanos ha'ir*
(communal ordinances), whoever the authoritative
source is. That is what determines the moral content.
Mussar (moral sentiment) by itself adds nothing — it
has no independent *madreiga* (level). The mitzvah

.(legal obligation) has already occupied the field
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*middah* (character trait) may be extraordinarily well-
developed in him, but another *middah* — equally
.necessary — may be completely absent

XXIII. The Million-Dollar Case: A Phenomenology
of Moral Self-Deception

A. The Paradox of the Pruta vs. the Million Dollars

A striking illustration involving monetary disputes of
:different magnitudes

The pruta case (a tiny coin): When the question -
involves a trivial amount, a person readily acknowledges
that he has no feeling about who is right. He
understands that *tzedaka* (justice/charity) depends on
an external matter (*davar chitzoni*). He goes to ask the
Rav because he genuinely doesn't know — he has no

*mosheg* (concept), no feeling about whose pruta it is

The million-dollar case: When the stakes are -
enormous, the person suddenly believes his *hergesh*
(feeling) is decisive. He becomes more certain that he is
.right — not less

B. The Counterintuitive Psychology: Greater Stakes =
Greater Certainty (Not Greater Bias)

The standard explanation would be: a person is biased
because he *wants* the million dollars. Bias (¥*negios*)
is real — "I have nothing against negios" — but that's not
the whole story, and it's not even the most interesting
.part

The more interesting reality: The person fighting over a
million dollars is not fighting in the name of "I love
money." He is fighting in the name of justice (*b'shem
ha-gerachtigkeit*). He genuinely believes he is right. He
is not a thief — no one thinks he is a thief. The word
*negios* is a *parshonus* (interpretation) of reality, not
reality itself. The person doesn't experience bias; he
.experiences clarity

C. Why the Feeling of Certainty Is Greater with Larger
Stakes

A phenomenological explanation that goes beyond
:simple bias

With one dollar: The person has no strong feeling. .1
The feeling doesn't "grab" him regarding what is his and
what isn't. He understands the question only through
.objective reality — and therefore he asks the Rav

With a million dollars: The person's *yedia klalis* .2
(general moral knowledge — "I know what is mine, I
know what is just") suddenly seems to apply directly.
His feeling tells him clearly that the million dollars is
his. He forgets that this is also a case requiring external
adjudication — that it is the same type of question as the

.pruta case
The imagination (*dimyon*) deceives: The .3
million-dollar case, precisely because it engages stronger
feelings, creates the illusion that the moral picture is
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V'yitzro shel adam misgaber la'adam"* — When does"* -
?the yetzer hara (evil inclination) overpower a person

Answer: *"Bizman she'ein ha-chet megaleh v'tzarich -
diyun"* — When the sin is not obvious and requires
deliberation. When it is unclear what the halakha is, or
when a person has forgotten that there is a halakhic

.question at all — that is when the yetzer hara operates

Koach ha-medameh hu ha-hashchasa"* — The"* -
imaginative faculty is the corruption, a natural
inclination in the human heart. Everyone wants to be

.good — that is not the question

The oath (*shevua*) is always to help the one who -
seeks good in his battle against physical desire. But this
faculty (imagination) is blind in judgment — it
completely fails to recognize the ugly consequences that
follow from a crooked judgment, from the halakhic
.perspective

A. The Crucial Distinction: General Knowledge vs.
Particular Application

The Chazon Ish's key epistemological point: A person
has a powerful general feeling — call it a *yedia klalis*
(general knowledge) — that one must not be corrupt
(*hashchasa®). But what he does not know is: what
constitutes the corruption in this particular case. He
knows that in the yeshiva dispute, whoever is wrong is
the *rasha*. He has strong feelings. But feelings cannot
.solve the case

A Dbetter formulation than the Chazon Ish's own
expression: The *yedia klalis* (general moral
knowledge) is insufficient to resolve particular cases.
This is exactly Aristotle's point (the *mashal* —
analogy): Knowing that a sick person needs less heat
does not help you determine whether *this* person is
actually sick and actually has a fever. General medical

.knowledge doesn't substitute for diagnosis

The hierarchy restated: The yeshiva dispute is a
synthesis (*tzeruf*) of feeling and intellect — not feeling
versus intellect. The feeling tells you "one must not be
bad" — and that is correct. But knowing *what is bad
.here* — that is the job of halakha

B. The Revolutionary Reversal: Halakha Comes
*After* Mussar (Not Before)

:The Chazon Ish's most radical claim

Halakha is after mussar" — not the other way around." <
People think mussar comes after halakha (as a
supplement). The truth is reversed: Halakha came to
explain, to bring the mussar into the small details, to say

.who is right in this case

A person who follows only feeling (*hergesh*) and not
halakhic analysis doesn't realize that an entire level of
morality is missing from him. He thinks he has rendered
judgment, but he doesn't grasp that there is a whole
additional layer of moral refinement (*tikkun u-
middos*) that he lacks entirely. One particular
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Returning to the Rambam's text: there exists a person
who has very good character traits (*middos tovos*), but
in a particular area has a corruption (*hashchasa*).
Such a person "cannot listen to the voice of a teacher
and does not seek out the halakha" (*v'lo yuval lishmo'a
I'kol moreh v'lo yidrosh achar ha-halakha*). This is
precisely the Rambam's question: the person didn't even
ask the rabbi — he assumes he knows, because he
considers himself a *ba'al middos* (person of good

.character)

A suspicion: "I am concerned that he has no good
middos at all" — this behavior has nothing to do with
being a genuine person of good character or a true
.Torah-keeper. The problem exists on both sides

B. The Chazon Ish's Fundamental Error: Halakha as
Just Another Middah

:The sharpest critique of the Chazon Ish's position

What the Chazon Ish intended: He meant to say .1
that one should follow the Torah — that the Torah is
sufficient, that Torah *is* the content of proper

.character

The Chazon Ish's actual claim: He promotes, in .2
the end, one particular middah — the middah of
following halakha. He thinks he is promoting wisdom

.(*da'as*), but he is not

The  Aristotelian-Rambam  framework .3
reasserted: All middos are judged by da'as — practical
wisdom (*phronesis*). Da'as is a cold thing, not the
feeling of any particular middah. The feeling of a
middah is a servant of da'as, which determines which

.feeling one ought to have

The Chazon Ish identifies halakha with da'as, .4
but his halakha is not truly da'as. Instead, halakha in the
Chazon Ish's framework becomes "just one more
middah" — and the middah of halakha alone doesn't
help. It creates yet another way of being confused about
feelings. "I think he *opens up* the problem" rather
.than solving it

C. Summary of the Overall Thesis

The entire argument — drawn from Aristotle and the
Rambam — is that good middos determine/track reality,
not the heart. This is what the Chazon Ish meant to say.
But the Chazon Ish says it in a distorted way — he
speaks of halakha more sharply than warranted, and this
creates the illusion that the matter is simple when it is
not. The Chafetz Chaim says halakha plainly, and one
moves forward — but the Chazon Ish makes it seem as
though it's simple today, and it is not. That is the
.problem

XXV. Closing
[Side Digression — Classroom Interaction]
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clearer. The person's general sense of justice — "I don't
take what isn't mine" — seems to him to resolve the case
.directly, without needing halakhic analysis

D. Concession: Sometimes the Million-Dollar Case
Really Is Clearer

In a notable moment of intellectual honesty: Million-
dollar cases often genuinely are clearer than one-dollar
cases. A one-dollar case ("I borrowed a dollar, I'm not
sure if I returned it") involves genuine ambiguity. A
.million-dollar case is often clear one way or the other

But — when there is a genuine contract challenge or
legal dispute over a million dollars, both sides are
actually uncertain. In such cases, the person fights
because he wants money, not because he claims justice.
That is a different category — straightforward *taavos

.ha-mamon* (desire for money)

The dangerous case is the person who fights over a
million dollars in the name of justice — and he is right
that there is more justice at stake! "For a million dollars
there is much more *gerechtigkait* in it! True!" The
.stakes genuinely make the moral question weightier

E. The Deeper Point: The Feeling of Justice
Substitutes for Halakhic Analysis

The person with the million-dollar case substitutes his
moral feeling for halakhic determination. His general
knowledge ("I don't steal, I know what's right") seems to
him sufficient to resolve the particular case. With the
pruta, he knows his feeling is irrelevant and defers to
authority. With the million dollars, the very strength of
his moral feeling — which is genuine, not feigned —
.blinds him to the need for the same deferral

This is not hypocrisy or conscious theft. It is a structural
feature of how moral feeling works: the stronger the
feeling, the more it masquerades as knowledge of the
particular case, when in fact it remains only general
knowledge (*yedia Kklalis*) that cannot adjudicate
.specifics

F. The System Can Be Right Even Against the
Oppressed

Sometimes there are genuinely scary real-world cases of
poverty and systemic injustice. One must care for the
poor person and for those whom the system
disadvantages. But sometimes the system is right even
against the person who is oppressed. Being against "the
system" doesn't automatically make one correct. If
someone is poor and the system rules against him —
fine, give him *tzedakah* (charity), but that doesn't
change the legal/halakhic reality. The decisive factor is
reality, not your feeling of justice, even when that feeling
.is very strong

The Chazon Ish's
Fundamental Error

A. The Person with Good Middos Who Doesn't Ask

XXIV. The Final Critique:



13733

.of higher values but in practice enable exploitation

Goodness is not an independent inner quality .3
— it is dependent on the determination of rights through
external legal/halakhic reality. The feeling of justice
(*yedia Kklalis*) is real but insufficient to adjudicate

.particular cases

The stronger the moral feeling, the more .4
dangerous it becomes — because it masquerades as
knowledge of the particular case when it is only general
knowledge. The million-dollar case illustrates this

.structural self-deception

The Chazon Ish correctly identified that halakha .5
must determine the content of morality, not moral
feeling. But he incorrectly expressed this by making
halakha into "just another middah" rather than
recognizing that what truly adjudicates is *da'as*
(practical wisdom/phronesis) — the cold, rational
faculty that determines which feeling is appropriate in

.which case

The Rambam's framework (rooted in Aristotle) .6
holds that good middos track reality, not the heart.
Da'as — not any particular middah, and not even
halakha conceived as a middah — is the master faculty
that governs all the others. This is the framework the
course aims to recover: the authentic, pre-rupture
philosophical tradition that makes sense of what the
tzaddikim were actually saying, and that reveals our own

.distortions for what they are
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The session ends with fragmented classroom exchanges:
a student raises a question about why a particular
explanation was given now rather than earlier,
referencing learning with the Mishnah Berurah. The
student is told to wait until that point is reached. There
is also a brief exchange about whether a certain *mussar
haskel* (moral lesson) was printed during someone's
lifetime, with a question about who said it should be
printed. The conversation trails off into multiple

.overlapping voices and incomplete thoughts

There is still another class session remaining on Chapter
.4 (*Perek Daled*)

Structural Note

This entire session is essentially a long prolegomenon —
a massive introduction to the Rambam's list of nine
middot in Chapter 4. The substantive study of the nine
middot and the specific question shared by Socrates and
the Chazon Ish is set up, framed, and approached from
multiple angles, but not yet directly delivered. The core
:argument that emerges is

The post-Baal Shem Tov world created .1
competing, irreconcilable definitions of "a good person"
— the Chasidic (dveikus), the Mussar (inner moral
.refinement), and the traditional (halakhic compliance)
Law exists to protect the weak from the "good .2

Law exists to protect the weak from the "good .2
people" — those who claim to transcend law in the name
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The Feeling of Justice vs. the Reality of Justice:
The Dollar and the Million Dollar Case

The One Dollar vs. One Million Dollar Illustration
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The Core Problem: The Feeling of Justice Does Not
Determine What Is Yours
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The System Can Be Right Even Against the
Oppressed
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Returning to the Rambam and the Chazon Ish: The
Final Critique
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Questions and Discussion
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The Chazon Ish's Fundamental Error: Halakha as
Just Another Middah
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