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Pri Tzaddik

There is sleep, there is staying up all night to learn, and then there is sleep
of another kind altogether.

The night before Kabalas Hatorah we purify and ready ourselves to receive
the Torah in the morning. How does one purify himself enough for this?
By battling sleep, staying up all night to be Misyagea in torah, specifically in
Torah Shbal Peh, which can be attained only by great Yegiah and sleepless
nights. This Yegiah is the greatest purification, the best way to ready oneself
to receive the Torah.

The Midrash says the Jews were asleep on that Shavuos morning, and
Hashem had to wake them up. This is commonly understood as being a sin,
something we atone by staying up all night to wait for Kabalas Hatorah. But
there is a much deeper understanding here. Sleeping can lead to the same
Torah as Yegiah. Not always is it possible to study all night, and for the Jews
on that first Shavuos, there was no Torah shbal peh they could study yet.
So they went to sleep, which on a deeper level means, they left it up to
Hashem. When one acknowledges he can’t really do anything, and that all
the Yegiah he can offer is worthless, he can receive the entire Torah in his
sleep. As prophets receive prophecy in their sleep by dreams.

(Perhaps this is why the Chasidishe minhag is not to daven vasikin but rather
to go to sleep in the morning before davening, in order to reach this level of
sleepin preparation for Matan Torah)

Need something to ponder all night? Learn the source for this in Pri Tzadik,
annotated with the sources for this in Chazal and other sources, attached
to this week’s edition.
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By Rabbi Nissan Rottenberg

One of the minhagim regarding
Shavuos which Klal Yisroel has
embraced with great dedication
is the custom to remain awake
the entire night immersed in the
study of Torah. Many beautiful and
intriguing reasons have been given
in explanation of this custom. We
would like to take a closer look at the
general concept of night-time limud
HaTorah and hopefully gain a deeper
appreciation for what Klal Yisroel
will be doing on Shavuos night.

The Gemara in Chagigah makes the
following statement: “Whoever
engagesin the study of Torah at night
Hakadosh Baruch Hu extends upon
him a thread of kindness during the
day.” The Gemara derives this from
a posuk which says that Hashem
extends His kindness at day-time
because at night the person was
engaged in Shirah-song; this Shirah
refers to limud HaTorah.

We see from this Chazal that
the learning of Torah at night is
inherently different than the study
of Torah by day. It is considered a
Shirah. In order to understand this

we must first explain the concept
Continued on page 5
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The Spark
R' Yitzchok Horowitz

On Shavuos we read Megilas Rus. Why? The Sfas Emes brings down just
as we find by Har Sinai it says Tnx 2%2 IR woR- so too the main
preparation for Kabalas Hatorah is Achdus (unity) among Bnei Yisrael.
What did Yisrael do to achieve such Achdus and what is Rus connection to
the story Rus?

When Na’ami returned to Eretz Yisrael she instructed the people not to
call her snyi1 (pleasant) , but rather xan (bitterness), as she says nx%n »1x
1 2122w op>n °nova’, | left with abundance and returned empty. Her life of
royalty had turned to ashes, she refused to be associated with pleasantries
and instead requested to be called Mara - bitterness. The Gra explains
Na’ami realized that the abundance she once enjoyed, had led her astray.
She enjoyed fame and fortune, instead of developing a closeness to God
and His people, she allowed her prosperity to negatively impact he life. On
the other hand, when dealt the hand of poverty and misfortune she found
herself turning to Hashem. She therefore requested to be called bitterness,
the sour taste of her tragic hardships actually facilitated her spiritual
growth. i1 >12°wi op>1'- her desolation is what brought her back to Hashem.
Na’ami’s acceptance of who she really was, and acknowledgement of her
goals in the face of testing conditions enabled her to achieve her partin the
building of Mashiach.

Our cry of ymwn nwyi means that no matter what we face, we are led by
God’s word. We are not defined by our character or success. We are not
limited by our personality or achievements. Rather we submit our identity
to the word of God. Just as Na’ami realized she could not remain Na’ami, so
too Yisrael surrendered their emotional and physical restraints for the word
of God. This idea of ynwin nwyi is what breeds unity. Once we are able to
understand that our uniqueness does not limit our capabilities, we can co-
exist in peaceful harmony. Moshe Rabeinu knew he was the greatest man
that would ever walk the earth, he also knew he was the humblest. How
can that be? The answer is, he was not defined by his personal growth or
heavenly traits, but by the will of God. Even the most conflicting parties can
co-operate in unity if they are living for a meaning beyond their limitations.

The Gemara says that Rus was given her name (n1) because David
Ha’'melech would sing Hashem'’s praises. If we examine David’s life we find
that even in his darkest moments he would sing Psalms. David not only
accepted Hashem’s will, he managed to lift himself to such a level that even
in the valley of death he sang His praises. Rus who was born out of Na’ami’s
misery, merited to bring David Hamelech , and ultimately Mashiach to this
world. The ability to exist beyond one’s narrow significance enables unity
between man and himself, his brother and most importantly Hashem.

We merited the Torah with Achdus. If we can apply this profound idea to
our relationships, our differences would no longer divide.

Rabbi Nissan Rottenberg

Continued from page 1

of Shirah in a general sense. Shirah
is created when one manages to
capture powerful emotions of
gratitude and love, in words. The
poetic words of a Shirah express the
strong emotions that were felt and
experienced at the time the Shirah
was composed.

Chazal are teaching us that when
night sets in the study of Torah
takes on a new identity. It becomes
a Shirah. During the day people are
occupied with the responsibilities of
daily life. At night, while the world
sleeps, a person is free to pursue
and engage in his heart’s desire.
When a person spends time at night
learning Torah he is demonstrating
that Hashem’s Torah is what he truly
loves and desires. His immersion
in the words of Torah express the
powerful emotions that burn inside
his heart. His limud HaTorah is not
merely an act of learning, rather
it is an act of Shirah. When his lips
recite the words of the Torah, they
are expressing the deepest, most
profound feelings that exist in the
Jewish heart.

This great love that Klal Yisroel has
for the Torah was seared deep inside
our hearts several thousand years
ago at the foot of Har Sinai. We
heard with our own ears, saw with
our own eyes, the voice of Hashem
speaking words of Torah to us with
such sweetness and love. Every
year on Shavuos we relive that
experience. How appropriate itis to
spend this night immersed in Torah,
engaged in our own expression of
love towards Hashem and the Torah,
singing Shirah all night long.
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By Rabbi Yakov Perman

he poo in the beginning of n%n
N7 says 3?7 anY nvan wR oM
R W1 .

The Malbim explains that just as
5“1 tell us that 1ax 2py> didnt come
to o»mxn to settle there , As the pioo
says 1xa pIxa M? Elimelech as well
intended only to temporarily remain
in axm.

The po5 continues , however , X137
aw 1771 axm 3w Once they came to
axIm it became ow 1n*1 a permanent
setting. Therefore , continues The
P1oo and says aw n»*1, Elimelech was
punished with death.

There is an incredible piece in the
nmon qwn , written in the years
proceeding The Holocaust, Where he
is clearly warning the generation of
what is looming, He explains that the
key to survival of Hx3w> >33 in mY3 is
keeping our identity and not getting
mixed in with all the other nations,
3R 2py> was our guide on how to
survive in n193 he understood that "2
5xw serenty people among a mighty
nation , were in grave danger losing
their level of %x9w> »13 and becoming
assimilated entirely , the solution
lies in us remaining different , in

dress ,names , and language , When
Chazal tell us wax 2py> 797 XYW NN
ypnwny they mean that 1°ax 2py> was
teaching all the future generations
in all exiles not to feel like citizens
in foreign lands , but to remain as oy
Yxyw. The amon qwn continues and
explains that since the wipni 1273n we
cannot add to Torah as the o'»on in
the times of the wipn °na . This leads
to the following cycle , after having
been driven away from a country
Sxwr Y95, with great resiliance,
resettle and build up Torah in new
countries, with all its glory. However,
the youth of our generations , with
Torah having been rebuilt , begin to
feel stiffled due to their inability to
be winm anything against the o°mon
of previous generations . This leads
to a moment claiming that our -yonm
71 is outdated , we must study our
country’s language and nmon  and
act as true citizens , They begin to
say Berlin is the new Yerusholaim .
He then goes on to warn what this
causes Hashem to do , The goyim ,
Instead of accepting us , suddenly
turn against us and telling us anx *117
7191 IR PR 72 7% - wRY 0w om, You
are unwanted , get out of our land
. This forces us to relocate to new

shores, and to once again rebuild the
Torah from scratch . ( when reading
these Prophetic Words one can only
marvel , and learn to never under
estimate the power of 370 nnon of
a M )

Chazal tell us that the nno1n of nwan
*mpIna is always read shortly before
Shavuos, the Torah says there, o3 ax3
XYY D°NORM RY DPAMIR PIR2 DDA DXT
‘7 %1% °5 onX 3 IpRR anvoh oonbya
op1?r. The amon qun explains that
this means that Hashem’s disgust
with us (o°nox») and his chasing us
out of our land (@°n%¥3) , is not =5n
1% for the purpose of destroying us
(an19o%) , but rather to preserve our
identity as x> oy, and to allow us
to be worthy of the n»%w 791x3, when
we will be yaxa nx »13 and nx 5 M
nx mw like it says omopIvx 70k 00 .
On Shavuos we celebrate the jnn 7
1wn7n, which is the key to our special
level as the 1n237 oy, and seperating
us from the nations , May we learn
from the mistake of Elimelech , and
so many after him , and follow our
m1on of keeping ourselves seperate
as “xw° oy wherever we may be and
in that n1o1 we should be »1 %2p% o1
AR PPN I wn.

By R' Moshe Breuer

We find an interesting point. On Tu B'ishvat, when the
trees begin to sprout we celebrate the fruits, and on
Shavuos when the fruits are fully grown we celebrate
the trees. Wouldn't it make more sense to celebrate the
trees on Tu Bishvat and the fruit on Shavuos? The answer
is, Tu B'ishvat represents the beginning of our quest,
we celebrate the fruit which symbolizes our potential.
Shavuos on the other hand signifies the goals we met, we
therefore celebrate the trees which represent the work
that enabled us to reach this point.
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By R' Shmuel Halpern

RS awn Sr 1 AaMm

The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabba) says- mn» o127 nwbwa
727121 o'ma wxa 710 the Torah was given with three
things, with fire, water and desert.

To explain this Midrash, Harav Meir Shapiro Z'TZAL says
that one of the distinct characteristics of Klal Yisrael
since its inception is the continual mesiras nefesh on
behalf of the Torah, and emuna in Hashem.

This strength and characteristic came through three
fundamental occurrences in the history of our nation.
First we find the father of our nation, Avraham Avinu
who threw himself into the furnace for his belief in
Hashem, thereby implanting the seeds of mesiras
nefesh in his progeny. If perhaps you would then say
that this was only an individual, we look at the second
instance, Krias Yam Suf, where the entire nation jumped
in, only because of the commandment of wwo»

If one would then say that too was unique because it
just a "moment", a va1 Yw 1101 we then come to the third
instance, Midbar Sinai. The Bnai Yisrael traveled in the
desert of wild animals, snakes, and scorpions without
food or drink for an extended period of time, all out of
love and mesiras nefesh for Hashem and his servant
Moshe. For this Hashem praises us with Jom 3% *na37
7Y R IR 9327M32 JI0R JNY PMINDS NAAR IV

This is what the Midrash is telling us. These three tests
of fire (Avraham Avinu), water (Krias Yam Suf) and
desert (Midbar Sinai) that were overcome with mesiras
nefesh caused Hashem to give us the Torah, creating
the everlasting bond between Hashem and the Jewish
nation and ensuring the eternal existence of our people.

Parshas Bamidbar is always read before Shavous which
teaches us an important lesson.

This Parsha discusses the mitzva of counting the Bnai
Yisrael. We find in the Gemara (Beitzah 3b) the concept
of Sva X5 naw 1aT that a counted item is not nullified.
Additionally we see from the Chiddushei HaRim Z"TZAL
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Parsha Insights

that though this concept is a chumra d'rabbanon, when
something is counted through a mitzvah from the Torah
it is of the utmost chashivus, 5va X5 X1 mmnn M ™

This is the lesson to internalize prior to Kabbalas
HaTorah, that each individual, young and old, is unique
and of the utmost importance and cannot be nullified.

This answers the claim of the nation’s why we don't
follow their ways as the Torah itself says nwna® 031 nx
and most of the world are gentiles. But with our answer
we see that since the Bnai Yisrael are 1mnaw 127 we are
incapable of being nullified which would occur if we
were to follow their ways.

Another aspect of the chashivus of each individual Jew
is as follows.

The concept of counting is an important preface to
serving Hashem. The possuk (Tehillim 147) says
X1p> N1PWwa 09157 0223157 Tpom Am. The reason the stars
are counted is to disprove any who believe there are
some stars that have no purpose in creation. Comes
along the possuk to teach us that each star is given a
unique name and has a unique purpose and that is why
Hashem counts them. So too by the Bnai Yisrael each
Jew has a unique purpose to why he or she was brought
to this world, that no other person can fulfill, as we find
Chazal teaches us a person must say o>pn X121 Smawa .
This is why the Bnai Yisrael were counted, so each Jew
should recognize ones greatness and importance

However the Torah was concerned that this counting and
consequential awareness of one’s importance, could
lead to gaava, to haughtiness. So the Torah reminds us
of the danger by instructing us not to count directly but
instead to use a substitute, the Shekalim.

This is also hinted in the repetitious possukim, wx 1nn
n omx Tpaa 'nb wo 1:13 And then it says 731002 > X9
anIx 7Ippa - That by giving the half shekel for the count,
there will not be a negef in the counting, The “negef”
referring to the possibility of resulting gaava.
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From Peshischa To Aleksander adapted from the writings of the Emunas Moshe

Continued from past weeks
Part V — Broken Hearts

hese two foundations, distancing themselves from superficial and outward behavior, and brotherly love, and

the consequences of this intimacy and love, having their inner lives open to their friends, and feeling their
friends in the deepest parts of their heart in the utmost openness, knowing all his flaws are known to them,
caused them to constantly live in self-reflection, seeing that their friends are on a much higher level than them,
and how each one of them felt he is on a lower level than his friends, created a broken heart in each of them.
Especially as they saw one of their group growing so much better and higher, and then reckoning how low they
were in comparison, lead to an even greater broken heart. And seeing their friends humility and broken heart,
lead them to then compare their heart to that, thus causing a cycle of humility which encompassed all, from the
greatest to the least.

This feeling was so great, that one of the greatest Vorka Chasidim, The Rebbe Reb Yechiel of Aleksander, thought
himself to be the worst person in the entire world, and continued thinking that even when he was the Rebbe of
thousands of chasidim. His belief was that the reason he was chosen to be the Rebbe, was since Vorka Chasidus
was built on the foundation of rejecting all falsehood, they feared that if they elect someone actually worthy to
the position of Rebbe, he might think so and deceive himself. So they chose the worst person, who would for
sure never think he is actually worthy of the position, so their foundation of rejecting falsehood would remain the
untouched bedrock of their chasidus. He explained the passuk wmx» to be an affirmation of this idea — because |
have not guarded mu own vineyard, | was put to guard others. Only a Tzadik a student of the Vorka Rebbe could
live with such thoughts.

This was a continuation of the way of the Rebbe the Choze of Lublin, the Vorka Rebbe’s Rebbe. Who was known
for his broken heart, and said that in reality he is the worst person in the world, and all the great levels and
powers he had are not due to his merit, but that since he is such a sinner and therefore cannot think anything of
himself, God gifts him with these powers, as even the worst person would attain Ruach Hakodesh if he recognizes
his worthlessness.

As the Ramban says in his famous letter, humility leads to the fear of God, and this leads to Hashras Hashchina.
This rule could be seen in action in Vorka. Their faces bore witness that their Deveikus in God was a regular thing
to them, they poured out their heart in prayer and study with ecstasy and joy, And cleaved to God in all their
doings. The divine presence was surely in their midst.

One Liners
The publication of this week's edition

The Chidushei Harim said.: is made possible by a generous donation from

_ o our dear friends
In preparation for receiving the Torah we

learn, because the preparation to Torah is
by learning Torah. Mr. & Mrs. Harley Cohen
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Reb Yechiel of Aleksander said:

Matan means the giving, in present,
Toraseinu of our Torah, a personal one.
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